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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church, 3175 Valley View Drive, Bath, Pennsylvania 18014   610-837-1741 

Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church 

Annual Report 2019 

Transition Pastor’s Report 2019 
Grace and Peace to you from God our father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Since arriving at Emmanuel’s in July I’ve had the privilege of 
working with and getting to know many of you and I’ve come to 
learn that this truly is a caring community that seeks to serve 
God in a number of ways. The stated vision/mission statement 
of “God calls us to reach out and to grow in Christ’s Love” en-
capsulates the spirit of Emmanuel’s. Thank you for the warm 
welcome and support that you have extended to both Nancy and 
me. As you can imagine whenever someone follows in the foot-
steps of ministers who served a community long and well there 
are sure to be some bumps in the road, but any that have arisen 
have been few and far between and easily navigated.  

The role of a transition pastor is unique just as each congregation is unique. In addition to fulfilling 
the usual pastoral responsibilities including traditional pastoral care, presiding at worship, and prepar-
ing our young people for confirmation there is also the added responsibility of helping the community 
navigate the in-between time that is often full of uncertainty and apprehension with respect to what 
lies ahead. The transition pastor is, in part, called to help provide stability, encouragement, and assis-
tance as the congregation works its way through the process of identifying who will lead the commu-
nity in the years to come. I hope that I have provided and will continue to provide the kind of support 
that is needed at Emmanuel’s as the call process continues. As we move forward in mission may we 
always remember that God calls us to reach out and to grow in Christ’s Love. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 

Transition Pastor 

God Calls Us to Reach Out  
and to Grow in Christ’s Love 
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Emmanuel’s Church Officers for 2019 - 2020 

2019 Elected Officers 2020 Elected Officers 

Pastor:  The Rev. Barry Mitchell (retired 5/1/19) Interim Pastor:  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne (7/1/19) 

Pastor:  The Rev. Elizabeth Mitchell (retired 5/1/19) President:  Dianna Schoenen 

Interim Pastor:  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne (7/1/19) Vice-President:  Pete Coccetti 

President:  Dianna Schoenen Secretary:  Kristin Butz 

Vice-President:  Pete Coccetti Treasurer:  Robert Siegfried 

Secretary:  Kristin Butz Financial Secretary:  Robert Bennett, Jane Fried 

Treasurer:  Robert Siegfried  

Financial Secretary:  Robert Bennett, Jane Fried  

Emmanuel’s Church Council for 2019 

Church Council Term Term Begin Term End 

Robert Radaker 2 1/1/17 12/31/19 

Winfield Miller 1 1/1/17 12/31/19 

Samantha Wolf 1 1/1/17 12/31/19 

David Getz    2 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Jane Fried 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Paul Honett 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Vernell Meyers 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Dianna Schoenen 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Pete Coccetti 1 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Karl Monroe 1 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Marilyn Angst 2 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Kristin Butz 2 1/1/19 12/31/21 
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Membership 

Previous total membership:     1027
  

Members removed  
By death………………  -     5 
By transfer……………  -     2 
By record adjustment…. -   72 
             New members ...…....               +      0    
        Baptized in 2019……               +      7   
        

New total baptized membership:              955   

Confirmed membership   791 
Not confirmed membership          164 
 
Average Weekly Worship Attendance     180 

            Contribution Record *                           Contribution Record ** 

 
 

Amount Per Year 
Gave in 

2018 
Gave in 

2019 

$3,000 and over 39 49 

$2,501 to $3,000 7 9 

$2,101 to $2,500 11 9 

$1,501 to $2,100 28 25 

$1,001 to $1,500 25 27 

$551 to $1,000 33 26 

$401 to $550 17 14 

$251 to $400 16 18 

$151 to $250 13 15 

$53 to $150 28 30 

$.01 to $52 52 65 

 

Amount Per Year 
Gave in 

2018 
Gave in 

2019 

$3,000 and over 28 33 

$2,501 to $3,000 7 7 

$2,101 to $2,500 6 9 

$1,501 to $2,100 26 24 

$1,001 to $1,500 30 30 

$551 to $1,000 27 24 

$401 to $550 22 15 

$251 to $400 18 20 

$151 to $250 13 14 

$53 to $150 29 27 

$.01 to $52 40 43 

** Contribution record includes only regular offering *  Contribution record includes giving in all categories -  

regular offering, building fund, world hunger, social min-
istry, etc. 

Church Attendance 

 

      *averages based on 53 Sundays 
    **averages based on 35 Sundays (2 less Sundays due to snow and Pastors’ last Sunday) 

  ***averages based on 36 Sundays (1 less Sunday due to snow) 

****averages based on 34 Sundays (3 less Sundays due to snow, Pastors’ last Sunday and Congregational Meeting) 

     ¤Traditional and Celebration services were both at 9:30am in 2018 

Regular Schedule 
(37 Sundays) 

Year 8:00  
Traditional  

Average 

9:30  
Celebration  

Average 

10:45 
Traditional  

Average 

2017* 46 116 46 

2018* 36 113 38 

2019 39** 120*** 39**** 

Summer Schedule  
(15 Sundays) 

Year 8:45  
Traditional  

Average 

10:00 
Celebration  

Average 

2018¤ 70 107 

2019 62 82 
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2019 Council Member’s E-mail Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

Angst, Marilyn 
610-440-0817 * 
© 484-666-8711 
 
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
bob21645@aol.com 
610-262-9576 * 
© 610-216-2358 
 
Butz, Kristin 
scrapqueen1108 @ protonmail.com 
484-241-8285 
 
T. Daniel Clayborne ( started 7-1-19) 
pastorclayborne@gmail.com 
774-239-6397 
 
Pete Coccetti (Vice President) 
pcoccetti@hotmail.com 
© 610-417-2845* 
 
Fried, Jane (Secretary) 
springtownpost@aol.com 
610-703-9117 
 
Getz, David 
getzs1@verizon.net 
610-759-2526 
 
Honett, Paul 
honettp@gmail.com 
610-462-5266 
 
Meyers, Vernell 
vmm6365@gmail.com 
© 610-657-4854 
610-837-7518 
 
Miller, Winfield 
winzcinabloo@gmail.com 
484-719-3904 
 

 

Mitchell, Barry (retired 5-1-19) 
pastorbarrymitchell@gmail.com 
610-837-1741 * 
610-837-9024  
© 610-972-0742 
 
Mitchell, Elizabeth (retired 5-1-19) 
emitchell445@gmail.com 
610-837-1741 * 
610-837-9024  
© 610-972-0946 
 
Karl Monroe 
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com 
© 484-894-2136* 
 
Radaker, Robert   
bradaker1@rcn.com 
610-760-0608 * 
© 610-442-4428 
 
Dianna Schoenen (President) 
finaldianna@gmail.com 
610-360-3846 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com 
© 610-597-0241 
 
Wolf, Samantha 
cswolf0317@gmail.com 
© 484-330-9864 
 
*preferred contact # 
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Report of Church Council President, Dianna Schoenen:   
 

Thank you to everyone for making Emmanuel’s such a blessed place to worship, a wonderful church fam-
ily that supports each other and continually reaches beyond our walls with your generous monetary giving 
and outreach services. 
 
Pastors Barry and Elizabeth Mitchell retired May 1, 2019 and although we miss their spiritual guidance 
and presence each week, we were quickly blessed with our supportive and caring Interim, Pastor Dan 
Clayborne. We transitioned through these changes with our strength as a church family, and we continue 
to grow in many ways as a congregation.  
 
The employees, volunteers and members of Emmanuel’s made sure 2019 was an active year, as evidenced 
by below: 

 

2019 Year in Review 
Take a look at some of our blessings! 

 

Donated $3317 to ELCA Good Gifts in 2018  • Christmas Caroling to Homebound and Alexan-
dria Manor • Christmas Cantata on Epiphany • Bluegrass Cantata • Sunday School Coordina-
tor Heather leads our fantastic Sunday School leaders on Sunday mornings •Adult Sunday 
School • Fasnacht night • New handbell group (Emmanubells ) •  Pastors final service followed 
by Retirement dinner at Northampton Community Center • Transitioned many jobs from the 
Pastors to church members  • Several members hosted teens for Traveling Youth Choir from 
NC •  Outdoor services without rain! •  First Communion • Coffee with Council •  3rd graders 
Receiving Bibles • Blessing of the Pets • THOUSANDS OF PRAYERS • Trunk or Treat/
Halloween Recital • Cemetery committee looking into Cremains options •  Record # of kids  at-
tended Bear Creek Camp • Eagle Scout Colin Davidson and his team restored and preserved 
many of the old stones in the cemetery • Small building repairs • Men’s Group Bible Studies • 
Women’s Group and Crafts • The Maple Grove died and GREW again • Bulletin boards and 
suggestion boxes out for information to all • “ Lawn Rangers” Mowing Volunteer Team • new 
Kitchen Installation in progress • Wednesday night services half of year - resuming 1x/
month January 2020 • Meals and Communion offered in homes of congregation Members • 
Many In-Gathering Items donated • Food Bank Donations • Confirmation Retreat • Welcomed 
Interim Pastor Dan Clayborne • Successful Church Picnic/Cornhole Tournament • God’s Work 
our Hands Sunday: 20 Flood buckets for Lutheran Disaster Relief; Serviced Community Gar-
den in Easton, Backpacks with supplies to Behavior Health Associates, • Dinner/Oldies Dance 
to Benefit Panama Missionary Bob Moyer • Property Team is evolving • Vacation Bible 
School Success  • Youth Group Events - thank you to Sam and Chris Wolf for leading our J-
Walkers • and MANY MORE acts in our Emmanuel’s Family! 

 
 

Our budget showed a surplus of  $50,569.00 and giving to the building fund has improved; we still owe 
$412,732.00 on the mortgage. 
 
We look forward to 2020 with more challenges and inevitable changes, but we always have wonderful 
blessings, small and big - maybe even hiring our new full time Pastor!  Please remember, every little thing 
you do is important and appreciated -  whether it’s praying for others, joining a committee, volunteering 
for one task a year or supporting each other each week when we smile and share the peace with one an-
other.  
 
So I thank you for your love and support, and let our God and Savior Jesus Christ lead us on more excit-
ing journeys for 2020! 
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2019 Church Council Highlights… Kristin Butz, Council Secretary:   
 

We opened 2019 by welcoming Pete Coccetti and Karl Monroe to council. Council members had pic-
tures taken and placed on a bulletin board to help congregation members to be familiar with who is on 
council. Council also implemented suggestion boxes to allow better communication regarding issues 
within the church.  A Transition Team was initiated to prepare for Pastors Barry and Elizabeth's retire-
ment.   
 
Outreach and Fellowship: Emmanuel's continues to contribute clothes, food, and funds to the Bath Area 
Food Bank. We also continue to collect funds to support Bob Moyer, a missionary in Panama.  We had a 
successful Vacation Bible School with the theme "ROAR!”.   The decorations made you feel like you 
were in the jungle! The children had a great time learning about God's love through stories, games, 
songs  and food! 
 
Our Pastors Barry and Elizabeth retired and we had a very successful luncheon at the Northampton 
Community Center.  We wished them well and thanked them for their service to our congregation. We 
also welcomed our Interim Pastor, Pastor Dan Clayborne in July. The annual church picnic was a suc-
cess and we have started a cornhole tournament to hopefully continue for many church picnics to come! 
The Meals from the Heart program continues. We also performed 2 projects for God's Work Our Hands, 
with planting a garden at an Easton Elementary School and putting together Flood Buckets.  
 
The Sunday School program continues to be successful in our new curriculum.  J-Walkers continues to 
grow and stay active with leaders Sam and Chris Wolf. We also collected funds and replaced our trees 
out in the maple grove by the pavilion. We are looking into hiring a Youth Minister going forward.   
 
Property and Maintenance: Bart Palamaro, Paul Honett continue to perform many projects around the 
church.  We now have a new kitchen in place as a generous donation from one of our members.  
 
The year ended with two of the council members, Bob Radaker and Chris Wolf, completing their terms. 
We wish them well and thank them for their service. 
 
We continue to be blessed to have so many dedicated, caring and giving members.. 
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 Emmanuel’s 2019 Reports 
 

 

Acolyte Report … Thank you to the young members of Emmanuel’s who are part of this ministry and  
serve faithfully each week as acolytes at our worship services:   
 
       8:00 Service:    Volunteers are needed - Adults are welcome too! 
 
   10:45 Service:  Brody Rosenberger, Brooke Rosenberger, Rachel Butz,  
                                                             Andrea Davidson, and Taylor Whiteash 
 
If you are interested in serving as an acolyte, please call the church office at  610-837-1741.  You do not 
have to be young in age to be an acolyte - just young in heart.  Adults are welcome to sign up!  Training 
will be provided. 

Blood Drive … submitted by Coordinator, Sandy Frey:     
 
To all our Blood Donors:   Thank you for your donations throughout the year.  
We only had one blood drive for 2019, but collected 20 units which is a great 
drive.  Our total units of blood collected for 2019 was 65 units.  I am very 
thankful for everyone’s support each and every year.  You donation helps save 
many lives.  You can’t give a more important gift! 
 

Just a note:  When donating, please make sure to say Emmanuel’s Lutheran 
Church - Bath and our church code is: 0656.  Once again, thank you! 

Altar Care Report … submitted by Denise Druckenmiller:  Thank you to the 
following people for their help in preparing the table for God’s special meal. Their 
help is greatly appreciated. 
 
Barbara & Bob Bennett, Cindy O’Brien, Karl & Sue Monroe,  Bob Splittgerber  
 
A special thanks to our linen washers:  Gloria Wallery and Denise Druckenmiller 
 
If you would like to help with Altar Care please contact Denise Druckenmiller or the church office. 

Cemetery Fund Report … submitted by Karl Monroe, Cemetery Committee :  During 2019, there 
were 9 burials, and no plot sales. The Cemetery Committee met on a regular basis to discuss future im-
provements and in general learn more about the business of cemetery care. In usual attendance were 
Karl Monroe, Win Miller, church secretary Lynne Ambrose, Paul Honett, Marilyn Angst, and Interim 
Pastor Dan Clayborne. Invited professionals enlightened and advised. 
 

Small but dedicated volunteer crews came out for efficient and thorough seasonal cleanups. Eagle Scout 
candidate Colin Davidson and his team of scouts and volunteers completed preservation work on some 
of the most deteriorated monuments, many dating back to the late 1800’s. Thank you, Colin!  
 

The Cemetery Committee also saw to the removal of four diseased maple trees comprising the majority 
of the picnic and worship grove. A large group of volunteers took down the trees in early spring. Aided 
by a chipper, the whole job was done in one afternoon. 
 

A fund raising campaign for replacements was started in early summer with a stated deadline of “end of 
September.” Many in the congregation, several in significant ways, supplied more than enough funding 
for five new maple trees to be purchased, and were planted in mid-October. As of this report, five trees 
topping 25 feet have joined the remaining healthy tree for the start to our new grove. 
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J-Walkers (7-12 Graders):   

2019 was another busy year for the J-Walkers.  Bi-weekly meetings continued to be held in the 
schoolhouse with an end-of-summer family picnic in August. 

They participated in a 30-Hour Famine in February and raised $1220 to fight hunger through World 
Vision.  Their annual Easter Breakfast was a success and they helped to prepare the eggs for the annu-
al Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt.  The group enjoyed a hockey game at Phantom’s Faith Night in 
October and spent an afternoon in December baking Christmas cookies that were offered to the con-
gregation for a donation to their fund raising efforts for the 2021 youth gathering. 

 

Leaders Samantha and Chris Wolf “retired” at the end of the year to 
regroup and await the birth of their third child.   A huge “THANK 
YOU” to them for their leadership and love - you will be missed! 

Christian Education at Emmanuel’s,  
submitted by Heather Bennett-Knerr: 
 

Sunday School continues to develop using the Spark rotation curriculum.  The rotations continue 
to develop Bible themes using Art, Video, Bible Discovery, Cooking, Drama and Activating 
Faith. 
 
This would not be possible without our students learning through different members of our congregation  They are 
able to build a relationship with others.  A big thank you to all of the teachers!  We hope to have continued suc-
cess with our Sunday School.  Our youth is the future of our congregation.  If you are interested in helping teach 
our youth, please see Heather Bennett-Knerr. 
 

 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) was held June 17-21 in the evening.  
The theme “Roar” was coordinated by Megan Coccetti and Heather 
Bennett-Knerr.  At Roar VBS, kids discovered a new adventure that 
led them closer to Christ.  Our service project supported the Bath Ar-
ea Food Bank.  We collected many items for easy summer lunches 
and personal care items.  There evenings were supported by high en-
ergy volunteers that helped to make the teaching and learning so 
much fun! 
 

 
In September our Third Graders met with Pastor Dan for An Introduction to the Bible and received their own copy 
of the Bible from Emmanuel’s.   Eight young people attended classes for instruction about communion and re-
ceived their First Communion in October. 
 
 

The 1st year Catechetical Class worked with Pastors Barry and Elizabeth until their retirement  in May.  They be-
gan their 2nd year studies in September with Pastor Dan, working toward their Confirmation in May 2020. 
 
Pastor Elizabeth continued to meet weekly with her Ladies Bible Study Group until she retired in May.  The group 
has continued under the leadership of Drinda Zimmerman and Chris Buhrman, meeting on Monday mornings.  
She offered a Lenten Bible Study,  using “Restored”  by Tom Berlin.  Pastor Barry offered a Lenten Book Study 
using the book Meta Moments.   Our Adult Sunday School Class meets on Sunday mornings under the guidance 
of Kurt Geiger. 
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Meals From the Heart….submitted by Michele Geiger:   
 

Emmanuel's Meals From the Heart was able to come alongside several members 
this year and provide them with meals.  Thank you to those volunteers who sup-
plied dinners.  If you are in need of meals please don't hesitate to contact the 
church office or Michele Geiger.  If you'd like to join this vital ministry as a vol-
unteer, please let Michele know at 610-442-7680.  

Men’s Group...submitted by Robert Splittgerber 
 

The Men's Bible Study currently is attended by 7 regulars plus an occasion-
al visitor.  Actually, EVERYONE is welcome!  This year, we completed a 
study of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  We are now delv-
ing into The Acts of the Apostles, which will be supplemented by Paul's 
Epistles as they parallel the Acts account.  A prior thorough study of the 
Old Testament, which was the ONLY Scripture for the New Testament 
Church, has prepared us for constant allusions to it in the New Testa-
ment.  The Study meets on Mondays at 7 PM, and we hope others will join 
us.  

Kitchen Ladies….submitted by Debbie Wambold: 
 

I’d like to start with a special “Thank You” to my ladies - couldn’t do it without you all! 
We take care of funeral luncheons, congregational events and also meals for various fund-
raisers.  For the meals we cook everything from scratch and then we serve and do the 
clean up. We would like to have more people getting involved so things can be broken 
down into groups and it will make it easier for everybody. Everyone, male or female, is 
welcomed to join us.  
 

In 2019 we held an Oldies Dance/Lasagna Dinner in May to benefit our Kitchen Fund.  
October saw another Oldies Dance, this time paired with a Ham Dinner, to benefit missionary Bob Moyer in Pana-
ma.  
 

It’s exciting that we now have our new space and are looking forward to having more dinners.  A special “Thank 
You” to all involved with the construction and funding of our beautiful new kitchen. If you haven’t already, stop 
by and see it!  The “old” kitchen will also continue to be used for various events. 
 

If you are interested in joining our group please contact me at 610-360-1453 or call the church office.  

Ladies Bible Study...submitted by Drinda Zimmerman:  
 

The Women's Bible Group consists of about 20 women who meet at 10:30 Mondays in Old Fellowship 
Hall. The purpose is to learn more about the Bible. 
 

This past year we learned a lot about the Psalms and how to interpret them. We learned and discussed 
how they effect us in todays life or just shared how things in our daily lives referred to what we learned. 
It is a fun group. Check the bulletin to see what we are up to in the New Year.    
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A Note from Music Ministry,  submitted by Beth McElroy, Director of 
Music and Bobby Siegfried, Alternative Worship Music Coordinator:   
 

One of the unique strengths in our Music Ministry at Emmanuel’s is our versatility- 
which was off the charts this year! We started the year with a bang by way of the 
Christmas Cantata the first week in January. Our Senior Choir cozied into the altar up-
stairs after a beautiful prelude by our String Quartet and stunning serenade by the A 
Cappella Choir. They presented Joseph Martin’s “The Winter Rose” accompanied by 
String Quartet and Handbells, with such grace and beauty that many were moved by the 
performance. We all enjoyed fellowship after, accompanied by the Jazzy Christmas 
Woodwind Quartet. 
 
Our ministries continued with a snow-delayed Fastnacht Fun night on actual Fastnacht 
day! We had an intimate but enthusiastic crowd enjoy everything from a Louw family 

rock band to a boomwhaker bell choir! Following that we endeavored to savor every moment of our last 
Lent with the Mitchells, culminating in an extra triumphant Easter Sunday and beautiful music-filled fare-
well Sunday to a full house. The following celebrations packed a large punch of nostalgia through the gar-
gantuan efforts of SWiM and the Senior Choir. 
 
We finally had fair weather for “Sousa Sunday” (aka 4th of July) so our brass band could be enjoyed under 
the pavilion. In August, Bluegrass Sunday was augmented with the presentation of an entire Bluegrass 
Cantata by our Senior Choir! Many thanks to all who put in countless hours to learn the music, as well as 
those who came to enjoy it! 
 
Not ones to rest on our laurels, the Bell Choir decided to tell the Gospel through song this fall, presenting a 
humorous dramatic reenactment of “Joseph” for our traditional services. EmmanuBells continues to jump 
in and ring at the Celebration service, always looking forward to our collaboration with the Praise Band at 
Christmas! The youth choir is small but mighty this year (and always looking for new friends to join us)!  
 
This year we welcome Jim Diehl (bass) to the worship team. In addition to his talent and skill, he brings 
with him a wealth of prior contemporary worship music and knowledge. Emmanuel’s is amazingly blessed 
by the worship team leaders we have leading worship almost every week without fail. These team mem-
bers practice/prepare up to six songs every week and are essential parts of the Celebration worship service. 
We would like to thank: Alyssa, Bonnie, Amy, Todd, Jeff, and Stephen with special thanks to Beth, Stan, 
Greg, and Bart for their phenomenal dedication to Emmanuel’s worship life. We are excited to be welcom-
ing more of our youth into the worship team in the back. We also owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the 
volunteers who have really stepped up this year to take care of communion, banners/altar care, coordinat-
ing volunteers for coffee, cookies, greeters, and prayer partners. It truly takes a village! There are exciting 
things in store for 2020 and the Celebration service!  
 
Our year wrapped up with many fireworks in the form of the “throwback” Christmas Cantata directed by 
Bobby Siegfried, and our thoroughly joyful Christmas Eve Services. This year’s Christmas Cantata 
brought together people from all over our church as well as Senior Choir members. We were overjoyed at 
the incredible response both from long-time Emmanuel’s members and the local community. We are look-
ing forward to reviving this unique Emmanuel’s tradition! 
 
Looking ahead to 2020 we’re excited to be collaborating with other churches in the community for our Ho-
ly Week and Christmas Cantatas.  
 
Many thanks to our volunteers who have put in hundreds of hours to bring our crazy ideas to fruition! You 
are an absolute blessing to our congregation and community!!! 
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Outreach Report:  In 2019 Emmanuel’s out-
reach ministries helped others beyond our expec-
tations.  
 

Our Birthday Card Ministry continues to bright-
en our members’ “special day”… thank you to 
Linda Hoch for keeping this ministry going.  
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring was held on February 3, 2019.  $492 and over 50 non-perishable food items 
were donated to the Bath Area Food Bank. 
 

September 8 was a busy day at Emmanuel’s as we observed “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. We 
started off outdoors at the pavilion where the whole congregation worshipped together at one service.   
Our projects for the day included the assembly of 20 “Flood Buckets” for Lutheran Disaster Relief/
United Methodist Committee on Relief.  We also sent a contingent to weed and mulch a community gar-
den for Kellyn.org  at Paxinosa Elementary School in Easton and once again helped record the names of 
cancer victims/survivors on butterflies for the Cancer Support Community and their annual Wings of 
Hope event.  Backpacks filled with school and personal care items were also assembled for Behavioral 
Health Associates. 
 

During the year, Emmanuel’s members stepped up and answered the Bath Area Food Bank’s plea for 
non-perishable items  and gave monetary donations totaling $1419. Thank you all for your generosity. 
The Bath Food Bank serves over 200 families a month. A number of our members continue to donate 
their time by helping at the Food Bank.   
 

Over the summer we once again collected school supplies and personal care items for the students at Be-
havioral Health Associates. 
 

During the Advent and Christmas seasons Emmanuel’s collected donations for God’s Global Barnyard 
through ELCA Good Gifts. We donated a total of $4074 to purchase cows, piglets, chicks, roosters, hon-
eybees, and goats as well as water filters, microloans for women, school fees, uniforms and supplies, Bi-
bles, and also monies to provide food for refugee families and soup kitchens as well as support for tui-
tion for one seminary course.  Our 3 “mitten trees” were once again overflowing with warm hats, gloves 
and scarves for children and adults in need. 
  

As we reach out to the ends of the earth we add these gifts:  for world hunger: $4089 and for disaster re-
lief $500.  We also raised $824 for missionary Bob Moyer in Panama. 
 

In addition to these gifts, we continue support of the ELCA and our Synod. Emmanuel’s gave a generous 
tithe of $37,000 in benevolence - which supports hundreds of ministries throughout our Synod, nation 
and the world. 
 

When we total it all up, the amazing truth is this:  Following Jesus’ call, we are giving ourselves away by 
reaching out locally, regionally, nationally and to the ends of the earth. It feels good to be a part of a con-
gregation that is making a difference as we grow together in Christ’s love! 
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 Handyman Report...submitted by Bart Palamaro: 
 

There were no big long-term projects in 2019, but here are some notable happenings: 
 
• Reinstalled downed stop signs in front and Hokendoqua Rd. parking lots with new  
       breakaway devices. (Most likely downed by snow plows.) 
• Replaced several old mercury thermostats with programmable ones. 

 

Worked with Paul Honett on the following: 
• Repainted front parking lot lines (Discovered we have a manual machine in the shed for doing this!) 

Made a handicap stencil and repainted handicap symbols on the FH side of the parking lot. Will do the 
front in spring. 

• Auto-on, battery powered motion sensor stair lighting for the choir stairs and for the downstairs hall out-
side the old kitchen. 

• Many bathroom plumbing problems corrected in the 1972 building. Replaced fixtures, valves, toilet tank 
interiors. Some minor problems are yet to be corrected, the building is 50 years old, and such things can 
be expected. 

• Outside gutters damaged/clogged causing leaks. Replaced/repaired three places where gutters and/or 
downspouts were leaking, causing or contributing to water in the lower floor. 

• Remote sensors install. Church Mutual Insurance Company sent us a remote monitoring system, free of 
charge.  Three sensors are installed with an automatic notification system:  

  A freeze sensor on the upstairs meeting room sink pipe,  
  A water sensor in the boiler room and  
  A freeze/overheat sensor in the Fellowship Hall entryway.  

These sensors report to a gateway device in the church office that sends the readings on via cell phone 
service to a central location.  Automatic notifications of out of parameter readings are sent to three indi-
viduals, Brian Baylor, Bart Palamaro and Paul Honett. As a bonus, the gateway also reports if power 
goes off at the church, and when power is restored. Graphs are also available for historical data and do 
not show any dangerously low temperatures so far. The boiler room has not had any water in it since the 
repair of the two gutters/downspouts outside Pastor Barry’s old office. 

• Cleaned up and replaced/reinstalled soffit and gutter screens on the new FH roof. 
• Replace outdoor light fixture over schoolhouse door.  
• Painted new FH kitchen walls prior to install. 

 
2019 Summary: 

There is no one thing that can summarize what I do on an ongoing basis because the work is so varied. Remember 
we have a building that was built in three different centuries. Essentially it is a thousand jobs, varying from small 
to large, from trivial to critical. So I decided to make a partial list of things I did this year, some ongoing, some 
one-time repairs or installations: 

•   Monthly water samples to the lab,  
•   replacing popped floor tiles,  
•   putting up shelves, taking down shelves (not the same ones) 
•   replacing batteries, 
•   moving and hanging bulletin boards,  
•   Setting mousetraps,  
•   replacing cove base after water damage,  
•   painting as needed,  
•   cleaning snow off front steps if needed,  
•   refilling salt containers,  
•   stripping and reinstalling damaged caulking in bathroom sinks,  
•   ongoing plumbing challenges small and large,  
•   discovering and correcting dangerous situations (like a mounting screw touching a live electric cable,  
     yes that happened),  
•   replacing soap dispensers because the old ones were discoloring the soap (yes, that happened too),   
•   putting up safety stair lights in the choir loft,  
•   rewiring broken or damaged extension cords,  
•   repairing and remounting the kitchen turntable and cabinet door handles,  
•   annual repainting the red safety edging on the front steps,  
•   noticing something not right, like flashing fault lights in the boiler room or alarms in the pump room 
    znd calling in the pros,  
•   repairing stall door latches 
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Women’s Group ...submitted by Paulette Obrecht:   
 

It was a short but fun-filled year for Emmanuel’s Women’s Group.  My philosophy as the group began 
three years ago was to provide activities that offered fun and fellowship, as well as give the women of 
the congregation opportunities for becoming engaged in social ministry projects and brief monthly devo-
tions.  We made sure to keep the schedule flexible so that people felt invited to come whenever an activ-
ity interested them or fit into their schedule.  Our group normally had been meeting the 2nd Monday of 
the month at 7 pm – in the Old Fellowship Hall, unless there was a special event planned.  Every month 
we took an offering to help defray the costs of our activities, although the church generously included us 
in their budget for church activities.  
 

Here are some of the things we enjoyed doing this year.  In January we invited people to bring in sam-
ples from a hobby or collection they have and we centered a brief devotion around “Are you a Mary – or 
a Martha?” – does you hobby help you relax ... or keep you busy?  It was great to learn some very inter-
esting things about our friends in the group.  When you get time, ask Chris Buhrman about kayaking!   
For February we repeated one of our annual favorites – Another Chocolate Party – just in time for Val-
entine’s Day.  We centered our activities around a devotional discussion about sampling the goodness of 
God’s grace … and, of course, chocolate.  We also made a simple craft to share with a valentine in our 
lives.  Mmm ... chocolate!  The month of March offered another favorite – Game Night.  I think we got 
so engrossed in playing the card game “Golf” that we almost forgot to share refreshments.  We even got 
some of the men’s Bible study group to join in for the card game (and the food).  By April, we returned 
to crafting with “Make Your Own Easter Wreath” And I got to see how many people were so much 
more creative than I am.  For May the theme was another favorite – “It’s a Tea Party!” We all brought 
in our favorite purse, shared share why it was special to us, and enjoyed some wonderful refreshments.  
Oh – and enjoyed tea!   In June Deb Fisher led us in “Rock Painting” and in July we tried our hand at 
miniature golf.  Mostly, we talked about the days when we used to “hang out” at the Hillside Drive-In, 
where we all enjoyed ice cream cones after Sue Walker won the golf match.             
                                                                                                                                            Continued……... 
 

Social Ministry … $11,365 was used to help others. Emmanuel’s members reached out to do their 
part in 2019 to fulfill Christ’s mission.  $4074 was given to the ELCA Good Gifts Projects for Barnyard 
Animals and gifts to help needy families. $1225 was given to our social ministry fund, money used to 
help families and individuals in need.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our congregation also gave generously to various causes and agencies such as the Bath Area Food Bank, 
ELCA Disaster Relief, Missionary Bob Moyer in Panama, Souper Bowl of Caring, World Hunger and-
World Vision Gifts, 
 

At Christmas time, we donated gifts for nearby institutions and agencies through the Annual Christmas 
Ingathering of the Northern Lehigh Valley Mission District (NLVMD). On Thursday, December 5, 
2019,  the Ingathering was held at Hope Lutheran Church in Cherryville.  We collected and delivered to 
the Ingathering over two bins full of items for KidsPeace, Gracedale and Sayer Child Center.  We also 
filled three trees with mittens, hats and gloves to bring warmth to children in  nearby cities. Every year 
our church is assigned a gift bag article (25 Chapsticks) and gifts for two children at KidsPeace. Also, 
the NLVMD has asked each church for a donation of $20 to help needy families. 

Stewardship Committee ...submitted by Win Miller:   
 

There were 4 separate occasions where the Stewardship chairperson spoke to the congregation on giving 
and encouraging enrolling in “Simply Giving”.  The thermometer indicating amounts of pledges given 
for the Building Fund was also posted. 
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Submitted by Michele Geiger, Chairperson: 
 

Committee Members: Marilyn Angst, Barbara Bennett, Pastor Daniel Clayborne, Beth 
McElroy, Vernell Meyers, Paulette Obrecht, Bobby Siegfried, June Walker 
 

As always, we thank all the volunteers who serve throughout the year at all our services as 
greeters, ushers, readers, acolytes, communion assistants & attendants and media special-
ists. We could not function without you! We are always looking for additional volunteers; 
if interested, please contact any member of the Worship Committee or call the church of-
fice.  
 

Thank you, as well, to our Eucharistic lay leaders who assist our pastor in sharing com-
munion with our homebound members. 
 

There is so much preparation that goes into our weekly services throughout the church 
year; we couldn’t do it without all those who volunteer their time.  Thanks to our musicians 
at both traditional and contemporary services, choir members and handbell members for all 
the special music they provide. We appreciate all the time, talents and energy that Beth 
McElroy and Bobby Siegfried devote to Emmanuel’s. 
 

In addition to our regular services, we also enjoyed a Christmas Cantata in January, a Blue-
grass Cantata in August and another Christmas Cantata in December! Plus, we celebrated 
First Communion for our youth, Blessing of the Pets, a hymn sing, God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday, our Fasnacht Talent show, and Trunk-or-Treat along with a musical recital 
in early November. 
 

After nearly thirty years of serving, Pastors Barry and 
Elizabeth retired on May 1.  We were blessed with many 
years of their ministry here at Emmanuel’s.  We celebrat-
ed their final service with overflow attendance on April 
28 and were honored to have Bishop Zeiser in attendance, 
along with several other clergy members joining us for 
their last service. That afternoon, we celebrated their re-
tirement at a luncheon at the Northampton Community 
Center. We had the opportunity to thank both of them for 
their many years of service, dedication and leadership to 
Emmanuel’s.   
 

It has certainly been an adjustment since they’ve left, but we have been blessed with the 
addition of Pastor Dan Clayborne who was called to serve as our Interim Pastor. He has 
been instrumental in helping us move on as we proceed through the process of calling a 
new pastor. 
 

It’s been a year of change for us here at Emmanuel’s, but with the help of Pastor Dan and 
God’s help and guidance, I fully expect we will continue to be a strong and vital congrega-
tion as we begin this new decade.  

Women’s Group continued…….. 
 
September normally was our time to plan activities for the coming year ... but I felt the need to turn the 
group over to different leadership.  There are so many of us who have moved on to other priorities or are 
dealing with changing health and family situations.  It seemed to be an acceptable time to do this since 
the group decided to disband.  Fortunately, some of the women of the church have moved on to form 
another Bible study group – and they took on the task of making Christmas cards and “stockings of care” 
to share with the homebound members of Emmanuel’s.  They delivered them, as the routine has become, 
with caroling and good wishes.  I’m sure everyone enjoyed bringing Christmas Spirit to our members 
who look forward to that. 
 

I thank the women who participated in our group and church council (and Pastor Elizabeth) for their sup-
port as we all were given the opportunity to practice being good disciples of the Lord through sharing 
our love and sense of Christian “sistership” in all that we did this past year.  May God richly bless each 
of you, my sisters and brothers in Christ, in all that you do. 
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2019 Church Records 

 
The following were baptized during 2019:   
 

 
  Lorelei Alexandra Warnke February 10, 2019 The Rev. Barry Mitchell 
  Charlotte Athena Warnke February 10, 2019 The Rev. Barry Mitchell 
  Hailey Noelle Mitchell February 17, 2019 The Rev. Elizabeth Mitchell 
  Sydney Rose Markert  April 21, 2019  The Rev. Barry Mitchell 
  Mallory Theresa Kratzer August 25, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Nolan Tyler Reeser  September 29, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Cameron William Yeakel November 10, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne       

 
Bibles Received:  The following third graders received their Bibles on Sunday Septem-
ber 22, 2019:  Nathan Hemak, Katie Johnson, Zeke Knerr, Mason Kohler, James Moyer, 
Brody Rosenberger, Cole Silfies and Karrysa Wolf. 
 

First Communion Recipients:  The following young people received their First 
Communion on October 6, 2019:  Madelyn Baltz, Alexis Christie, Kiersten Diehl, 
Katherine Diehl, Jacob Fallenstein, Stella Fallenstein, Walker Haas, III and Mason 
Kohler. 

 
Affirmation of Baptism:  There were no candidates for Confirmation in 2019. 
 
 
Marriages:  There were no marriages performed at Emmanuel’s in 2019. 
 
 
Funerals:   Ralph A. Eckhart, Jr.  April 2, 2019  The Rev. Barry Mitchell 
  Ralph H. Zellers, Jr.  May 5, 2019  The Rev. George Grubb 
  Harry J. Plotsko, Jr.  June 29, 2019  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Gladys M. Borger  July 10, 2019  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Lester G. Smith  September 7, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Robert W. Edelman  October 18, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Michael K. Greene  November 3, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Roy R. Hoch, Jr.  October 26, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  John J. Mayers  December 15, 2019 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
 
 
 

Captain Benjamin Dudley - United States Army  
      Specialist E4 Ryan Myster - National Guard Reserves  
      Sergeant Justin Wandler - United States Army   
 
 
 
The following people have transferred their membership from Emmanuel’s: 
 

 The Revs. Barry and Elizabeth Mitchell to join with Nativity Lutheran Church, Allentown  PA 

 
New Members:  No new members were received by Emmanuel’s in 2019. 
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Hospital Addresses and Telephone Numbers 

Gracedale County Home 
14 Gracedale Avenue 
Nazareth, PA  18064 
Main Number ………. 610-829-3400 
 
Easton Hospital 
250 South 21st Street 
Easton, PA  18014 
Main Number ………. 610-250-4000 
 
Gnadden Hutten Hospital (Blue Mountain 
Health System) 
211 North 12th St. 
Lehighton, PA  18235 
Main Number ………. 610-377-1300 
 
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital 
501 St. John Street 
Allentown, PA  18103 
Patient Information ……..1-888-447-3422 
 
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Care Center 
c/o Lehigh Valley Hospital—Muhlenberg 
Westgate Drive 
Bethlehem, PA  18017 
Patient Information ……. 610-807-5600 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (Cedar Crest) 
1200 S. Cedar Crest Boulevard 
Allentown, PA  18105 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (17th & Chew) 
1627 W. Chew Street 
Allentown, PA  18104 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (Muhlenberg) 
2545 Schoenersville Road 
Bethlehem, PA  18017 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
 
 
 
 

Lehigh Valley Health Network 
Center for Orthopedic Medicine 
4815 Tilghman Street 
Allentown, PA  18104 
Main Number …… 610-402-3903 
 
Palmerton Hospital (Blue Mountain Health 
System) 
135 Lafayette Avenue 
Palmerton, PA  18071 
Main Number …… 610-826-3141 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Allentown Campus 
1736 Hamilton Street 
Allentown, PA   18104 
Main Number ………. 610-628-8300 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Anderson Campus 
1872 St. Luke’s Boulevard 
Easton, PA  18045 
Main Number ………. 484-503-3000 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Bethlehem Campus 
801 Ostrum Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18015 
Main Number ………. 484-526-4000 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Sacred Heart Campus 
421 W. Chew Street 
Allentown, PA  18102 
Main Number ………. 610-628-8300 
 
Coordinated Health (Allentown Hospital) 
1503 North Cedar Crest Blvd. 
Allentown,  PA  18104 
Main Number…...610-861-8080 
 
Coordinated Health (Bethlehem Hospital) 
2310 Highland Avenue 
Bethlehem,  PA  18020 
Main Number………...610-861-8080 
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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church 
3175 Valley View Drive 

Bath, PA  18014 

Emmanuel's Directory  (2019)    610-837-1741 
 

The People of Emmanuel's Church    Ministers 
The Rev. Elizabeth M. Mitchell (Jan 1 - May 1)  610-837-1741 
The Rev. Barry L. Mitchell (Jan 1 - May 1)   610-837-1741 
Pastor’s home (emergencies)    610-837-9024 
The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne (Jul 1 - Jan 31)  774-239-6397 
Beth McElroy,   Director of Music                    570-620-8580 
Bobby Siegfried, Alt. Worship Music Coord.   610-751-0908 
Lynne Ambrose, Secretary     610-837-1741 
          610-837-9250 
Gloria Wallery, Sexton      484-282-0178 
Brian Baylor, Security                                      484-330-9887 
 
 
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Friday     9 AM – 3 PM 
E-mail Address                  Emmanuelschurch@gmail.com 
Website               www.emmanuels.org 
Fax          610-837-8267 


