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Emmanuel’s 
Informer 

April 2020      Volume 52, Number 4 

 

As everyone is well aware we find ourselves in 
the midst of a very fluid situation as we cope with 
the uncertainties of Covid-19 and its rapid spread. 
New information is given daily and in some cases 
hourly making it difficult to adequately plan and 
making it necessary for us to be flexible. The 

Church Council and I, along with Beth and Bobby, met via videoconference on 
March 26th to discuss worship services during Holy Week and Easter. Our deci-
sion regarding services is that we will not be meeting in person through Easter. 
The church will remain closed to everyone but staff. I can assure you that this 
was a difficult decision for all involved, but in the interest of the health and well-
being of everyone who would be inclined to attend we are sure that the choice 
we made is the correct one. 

 We will be streaming services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day, and Easter Sunday. The form each service will take is still being deter-
mined. In addition to worship we are looking at creative ways to stay connected 
with each other in spite of being apart. You’ll be hearing more about worship 
and other opportunities in the days ahead. Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll 
find a link that will take you to the form to sign up for a time to pray during our 
prayer vigil. Evan though you won’t be able to come to church to pray you can 
do so at home. Any other events listed are subject to change based on the best 
information available when a decision has to be made whether or not to cancel 
the event. 

For the vast majority of people alive today these truly are unique times, but this 
is not the first time people have been faced with major disruptions in their rou-
tines due to health or other concerns. We need to remember that God continues 
to be with us in all that we do. Together we are the church regardless of our abil-
ity to gather face to face. The day will come when we are able to worship side by 
side. That will be a day of rejoicing. With God all things are possible. Stay safe 
and be well. 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Pr. Dan 
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Holy Week and Easter Celebrations 
 

Easter arrives this year on April 12 and the week after Palm Sunday 
(April 5) is a time of preparation for the joy of Easter.   

 

Holy Week (April 6 - April 11) brings us to a 
deeper place where we grow nearer to the cross of 
Christ and its meaning for our lives.  
 

Maundy Thursday (April 9) is the day we re-
member Jesus’ first celebration of communion with 
his disciples and his pure servant act of washing their 
feet.  We will be livestreaming a service on Facebook 
LIVE (see link below) at 7:00pm. 

 

Good Friday (April 10)  Unfortunately the annual 
community Good Friday Service has been cancelled 
this year.  In the evening, Emmanuel's will offer a 
livestream service at 7:00 pm on Facebook LIVE (see 
link below). 
 

Our annual Prayer Vigil begins at 8:00pm on 
Good Friday and will continue through 6:00am 
Easter morning.  Our goal is to have 2 people 
praying during each hour that Jesus is in the tomb.  
Since we cannot be in the church this year we are 
asking people to spend their hour praying at home.  
There are still lots of open time slots - please sign 
up on-line at:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044AA8A723AAFD0-prayer 
(Don’t want to type all that?  Go to our website at emmanuels.org to find a direct 
link to the sign ups for the Prayer Vigil) 

 
Easter will find our church with empty pews 
this year but that does not mean we will not cele-
brate the resurrection of our Lord.  There will be 
a joyous Easter service on Facebook Live at 
9:30am (see link below). 
 
 

Emmanuel’s Facebook page can be found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuels-Lutheran-Church-118239071525366/ 
 

(If you don’t want to type all that just go to our website (emmanuels.org) to find a 
direct link.) 
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Easter Cantata 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are joining forces with St. John's UCC  in Emmaus  
to present this beautiful  and moving work. 

 

The Cantata has been postponed;  the performance date to be  
determined at a later time. 

Thank you to everyone for their hard work and understanding. 

Will you not pray with me for one hour?  
                                            (Mark 14:37) 

Since we will not be able to be in the church for 
our annual Prayer Vigil we are having a Stay-at-

Home Prayer Vigil.  It will start at 8:00pm on Good Friday and will 
continue until 6:00 on Easter morning.  Our goal is still to have 2 peo-
ple praying during each hour but instead of coming to church to pray 
you will pray at home.  Please sign up for a one-hour time slot - there 
are many open spots left.  Please sign up on-line at: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044AA8A723AAFD0-prayer 

                Easter Flowers 
 
Any plants sponsored for Easter will be used to 
decorate the altar area during the Livestream 
service on Easter Sunday. 
Beginning Monday, April 13 anyone who 
sponsored a plant is welcome to come and take 
it but please call the church office first (160-
837-1741) to let us know you are coming. 

 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored plants! 
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April - Bath Food Bank 
 

During the month of March, Emmanuel’s Lutheran 
Church will help the Bath Area Food Bank by collect-
ing Canned Soup and Paper Products.   The food 
bank is no longer accepting Jell-o or pudding. 

 

Grocery gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please 
drop all gift cards in an envelope marked “Food Bank” on the church sec-
retary’s desk. 
 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which 
stretch farther than any amount of food that we can give. There are current-
ly 264 families registered at the Bath Food Bank. 

UPDATE:  Your Redner’s Rewards Card 
MUST be used to participate in this program. 
3 

Please remember to turn in your Redner’s re-
ceipts. All receipts are totaled and submitted to 
Redner’s. A check will come to the church and 
be deposited into the Youth Group account. If 
you have any questions, please contact:   
 Cheryl Reeser at  610-759-6492. 

Communion and Giving Record Reminder 
 

In order to remain an active member on the church’s rolls, a person 
must commune and give a contribution of record at least once in a cal-
endar year.  
 

Please fill out a communion card for 2020. You only need to fill out one 
per year..  
 

Also when contributing to the church, please use your offering enve-
lopes or write a check or place money in an envelope with your name 
and/or church envelope number on it. Thank you for making it easier to 
keep our church records accurate. 

Miller-Keystone Blood Bank  
 

When donating blood at Miller Keystone Blood Bank please say  
Emmanuel’s Bath and the code is 0656. This way we will receive credit 
for your donation.   
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J-Walkers - Come and Join the FUN! 
 

Join us at J-Walkers. All teens in grades 7-12 are welcome!  

Check out our bulletin board in Old Fellowship Hall for our upcoming 
events!  Or check your Sunday bulletin, the Group Me app, or contact 
Dianna Schoenen for updates. 

We will need volunteers for supervising the youth and/or driving to 
events.  Background checks are required.  If you are interesting in 
spending some quality time with our youth or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Dianna Schoenen (10-360-3846) or Pete Coccetti 
(610-417-2845).   

Needlecrafters Group 
 
If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other Monday 
at 1:00 pm in the upstairs Gathering Area for stitching and 
fellowship.  April dates are 4/13 and 4/27.   

 

All are welcome! 

 
All men are invited to join us for 
Bible Study on Monday evenings 
at 7:00 pm in the Upstairs Parlor.  

All ladies are invited to join us for 
Bible Study on Monday mornings at 
10:30 am in old Fellowship Hall.    
 

Our next topic will be a 6-week ses-
sion using Rick Warren’s video “40 

Days of Prayer”.  Does prayer change things?  Bring your Bible, a pen, 
notebook and yourself and come join our discussion.  Starting date will be 
announced. 
 

For Pentecost we will be doing a session on the Holy Spirit.  Watch for 
more information. 

REMINDER:  All dates are tentative pending updates on COVID-19. 
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Save the Date - Friday July 31  
 

Emmanuel’s Night at Coca-Cola Park 
 

Lehigh Valley IronPigs vs Durham Bulls 
 

Game time:  7:05pm   
                       Fireworks after the game!  
                                 Tickets are $11.    

Look for Sign Up Sheets in the Gathering Area and Fellowship Hall  

It’s time to start thinking about a great summer of 
exploring, celebrating and growing in God’s incredi-
ble creation at Bear Creek Camp.   
 
 

Reminder ….Don’t forget to register online.   
 
 

Be sure to pick up your $20 Bear Creek Ambassador Coupon or use 
code BCC2020 when registering 
 

There are many other types of discounts/financial assistance available - 
check out  bearcreekcamp.org for details. 
 

Emmanuel’s will provide $100 for each child who attends - enter Code 
EMM100-2020 as a Sponsorship Payment when registering to claim 
this benefit. 
 

If your child wishes to attend camp and you are having financial difficulties, please 
contact the church office for some ways we may be able to help. 

 

Blood Drive  
Our Spring Blood Drive has been cancelled.  
Look for the date  of our Fall drive to be an-
nounced.   
 

 

If you would still like to donate you can go directly to the Blood 
Center.  Use sponsor code 0656 and the credit will go to Emman-
uel’s.  They have extended hours at many of their donation sites. 
Contact them or go to their website for details. 
 

Please help maintain our blood supplies during these uncertain 
times.   Blood donations are safe and vital to our community. 
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We had the first meeting of the God’s Work our Hands Women’s 
Group. We got the ball rolling planning some exciting events for the 
upcoming months. God made some other plans. So we are collabo-
rating and working from home to extend ourselves. This is what 
we’ve been up to: 
 

∑ Writing cards to homebound members of our congregation 

∑ Making tiles to display around the church with positive mes-
sages about God’s love 

∑ Planning to collect donations for Foster children as an East-
er project 
 -  Gifts for teen foster children: toiletries such as  
               shampoo, conditioner, bodywash, toothpaste,  
               toothbrushes, gift cards for stores where teens  
               like to shop, blankets 
           -   Diapers, formula, clothes, car seats, gift cards  
               for emegency placement 

∑ Calling homebound members 

∑ Making our own “war room” in our homes displaying positive 
messages, Bible verses, prayers and names of people we 
are praying for 

∑ Making a Facebook Group God’s Work Our Hands 

∑ We decided that when we get back to church, we will alter-
nate between a monthly meeting and monthly event the 
third Monday of each month. 

 
When things get back to normal we will be hosting BINGO with priz-
es being flowers and donations being taken for World Hunger. We 
are also planning a movie. We discussed reading a book and com-
ing together for discussion. 
 
If you have any ideas, let us know. At this time Andrea Roberts is 
the contact person at 484-908-5609. 
 

All women are invited to join us! 
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Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, That you 
love one another, as I have loved you.”  John 13:34   
 

As our response to God’s abundant love that he showed to us through the gift 
of Jesus, grace, forgiveness and everlasting life, Emmanuel’s church will be 
donating items to ACCESS Services for their teens in foster care. ACCESS 
gets a lot of items for younger children but their teens are often forgotten and 
overlooked, despite probably needing to know someone cares more than any 
other group. We are asking for church members to consider showing them 
Christ’s love by donating a gift for them. Think about where teens like to shop 
or what teens like. Maybe ask a teen that you know where they like to shop or 
what they would suggest. 
 

Some suggestions are: 

∑ Body wash 

∑ Shampoo 

∑ Tooth paste and tooth brush 

∑ Deodorant 

∑ Body spray 

∑ Fuzzy Blanket/fuzzy socks 

∑ Items with motivational words on them like journals or signs to decorate a 
teen’s room (non-denominational) 

∑ Gift cards to places that teens like to shop(Old Navy, Hollister, American 
Eagle, anyplace that has a Juniors section etc…) Ask a teen you know where 
they like to shop. 

 

Our focus is teens, but ACCESS also always needs items for younger children as well 
including: diapers, formula, new or gently used clothes for children of all ages, car 
seats and gift cards for emergency placement. Another item that may be needed or 
helpful are gently used or new books especially with encouraging words or uplifting 
themes. Again ask a child or teen what their favorite book is and what they would like 
to read themselves. Think about what your favorite book was when you were young. 

How to Donate During Social Distancing 
 
We are still not gathering for worship or activities 
but there is a way to get your donations to 
church.  During business hours (Monday-Friday, 
9am -3pm) the outside side red door into the down-
stairs parlor vestibule  will be unlocked.  There will 
be bins inside the door for you to drop off any 
items you wish to donate.  Please feel free to drop 
off items at your convenience.  The inside door into 
the building itself will remain locked.   
 

If you need assistance please call the church office (610-837-9250). 
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Donations for Hackerman-Patz House 
 

This facility at LVH-Cedar Crest is a conven-
ient and affordable "home away from home" 
that offers comfortable accommodations and 
a supportive environment for families of pa-
tients or patients themselves.  It offers a sup-
portive environment that allows the patient to 

focus on healing.  They are a member of the Healthcare Hospitality Net-
work (HHN), a nationwide network of more than 200 not-for-profit, 
family lodging facilities that offer warm, caring support to more than a 
quarter of a million people each year.    
 

Some items that they are in need of include: 
∑ Keurig K-Cups 
∑ Individual sized creamers 
∑ Individual sugar packets 
∑ Sweet & Low/Splenda packets 
∑ Individually wrapped snacks: crackers, cookies, chips, donuts 
∑ Milk, Half & Half 
∑ Food to stock pantry: peanut butter, soup, tuna fish, crackers, 

jelly, bottle water, Gatorade etc. 
∑ Gerber graduate meals 
∑ Microwavable frozen meals 
∑ Laundry detergent and fabric softener 
∑ Gift cards to Target, Weis etc. 
∑ Books of first class postage stamps 
∑ Paper products and plastic utensils 
∑ Travel size personal hygiene products 
 

Monetary donations are also helpful to help provide a free stay for those 
unable to afford a room ($45/day).  
 

See page 8 for how to donate items  
during this time of social distancing. 
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Angst, Marilyn 
610-440-0817 * 
© 484-666-8711 
 
 

Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
bob21645@aol.com 
610-262-9576 * 
© 610-216-2358 
 
 

Butz, Kristin, Secretary 
scrapqueen1108 @  
           protonmail.com 
484-241-8285 
 
 

Coccetti, Pete,  Vice President 
Pcoccetti@hotmail.com 
© 610-417-2845 * 
 
 

Fallenstein, Justin 
Mountainroadlandscaping 
          @gmail.com 
610-428-4102 
 
Fried, Jane 
springtownpost@aol.com 
610-703-9117 
 
 

Getz, David 
getzs1@verizon.net 
610-759-2526 
 
 

 

Honett, Paul 
honettp@gmail.com 
610-462-5266 
 
 

Meyers, Vernell 
vmm6365@gmail.com 
© 610-657-4854 
610-837-7518 
 
 
 

Miller, Winfield 
winzcinabloo@gmail.com 
570-778-3446 
 
 
 

Monroe,  Karl 
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com 
© 484-894-2136 * 
 
 
 

Dianna Schoenen, President 
finaldianna@gmail.com 
© 610-360-3846 
 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com 
© 610-597-0241* 
 
 

Wolf, Chris 
cswolf0317@gmail.com 
© 610-554-0140 

                2020 Council Members 



12 

 

 



13 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report as of February 29, 2020 
   
Total General Fund Income      $    49,933.   

Total General Fund Expenses   $    49,114.   

Income over Expenses              $         819.   
 

A detailed Treasurer’s Report with expense listings can be found on the 
bulletin board outside the church office. 

 

  Deadline for May Informer articles is:  
               Friday, April 17, 2020  

Financial Secretary Report for February 2020 
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Vanco Electronic Giving (Formerly Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and familiar faces at our worship ser-
vices. Many of you already support the congregation with your time, 
talents and financial contributions … but greater participation is always 
welcome. We encourage you to look into our electronic giving pro-
gram (from Vanco). It’s convenient for you and provides much-needed 
donation consistency for the church. Please contact Bob Bennett or call 
the church office (610-837-1741) for details. 

Options for Giving During this Time of Social Distancing 
 

Canceling any of our services will affect us financially - so we encour-
age you to continue your giving even while we are apart.   Those al-
ready enrolled in Simply Giving (now Vanco Electronic Giving) are all 
set.  There are several options for the rest of us: 
 
           1.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions 
                (3175 Valley View Dr.  Bath  PA  18014) 
 

           2.  Use Text+Give  (See details below)  
 

           3. Vanco Give+ Mobile App (see directions below) 

Another Way to Give 
Give in Seconds With a Text Message 
 

 
Have you tried our text giving option?  In a matter of seconds, you can 
make a weekly offering or respond to a special appeal. 
 
To give, text the dollar amount to 610-463-0435 and follow the prompts. 

         Vanco Give+ Mobile App 
 

1. Download the app from the App Store 
(Apple) or Google Play (Android). (Search for 
Vanco Give+) 
 

2.  Search within the App for " Emmanuel's Evan 
Lutheran" or search by our zip code (18014).  
 

3. Select our church which will become your 
default church. 
 

4. Follow the directions within the app to set up 
an account.  Or you may give as a guest. 
 

Please contact the church office if you have any questions or need help getting 
set up. 
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Email Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
email address changes or if you move to the use of a cell 
phone number as your main contact. 

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart  
 

This ministry at Emmanuel's provides meals to anyone 
from the congregation in times of need.  Meals might be 
needed after the birth of a baby, after surgery or hospitalization, or dur-
ing a time of crisis. The more help we have, the less frequently our vol-
unteers will need to provide meals. Please contact Michele Geiger by 
phone (610-442-7680) or via email (mlgeiger520@gmail.com) if you'd 
like to become a part of this ministry. Please contact the church office 
or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.   

Average Weekly Sunday Worship Attendance:  183 

Monthly Attendance for February, 2020 
 

Sunday 
School 

 
Week  

of 

 

 

 
Wed 

7:00pm 

Sunday 
8:00 

Traditional 

 Sunday 
9:30 

Celebration 

Sunday 
10:45 

Traditional 

 
Worship  

Total 

31 Feb 2 
    36 113 41 190 

30 Feb 9 
    42 91 36 169 

25 Feb 16 
  (2/19) 

38 29 86 44 197 

  
Wed 

10:30am 
Wed 

7:00pm 
8:00am 

Traditional 
 9:30am 

Celebration 
10:45am 

Traditional 
 

33 Feb 23 

Ash Wed 
 
 

36 

Ash Wed 
(Contemp.) 

56 
 

(Trad.) 

44 

47 104 26 

(Sunday) 

177 
 

(Week) 

313 

119 Totals: 36 100 154 .394 147 
(Sunday 

only) 

733 

tel:%28610-442-7680
mailto:mlgeiger520@gmail.com
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The Scoop at Emmanuel’s 
We value your gift of volunteer work  

and we are organizing for 2020!  
 
Volunteers are the unsung heroes carrying 
our church with NUMEROUS tasks. For the 
sake of planning, we need to list these tasks 
so that Council and our Pastor will have one 
source to go to.  
 
This will be a book called The Scoop at Emmanuel's and it will be kept 
in the church office.  
 
No matter how small a role is, we have seen the value of knowing who 
does it, what needs to be done, and what materials are needed. It will be 
invaluable if someone else needs to learn a task.  
 
Please share your role with Jan Bourdelle who is helping Council to get 
The Scoop organized (610-704-4654, janbourdelle@aol.com). 
 
Finally, if you see a job that needs a volunteer just let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
Dianna Schoenen 
Council President 

VBS 2020 is Coming!   

Mark Your Calendars! 

June 22-26, 2020 
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            Funerals 
Lucille D. Shook, 89, passed to her eternal rest on 
Monday, March 9, 2020.  A funeral service was held 
on March 14, 2020 at Harding Funeral Home, Slating-
ton.  Pastor Dan Clayborne officiated at the service.  Her final resting 
place is Union Cemetery in Slatington.  

New Members Class 
 

The New Members Class scheduled for 
March 22 will be rescheduled.  Everyone 
who signed up will be contacted once it is 
okay for us to be together again. 

We are tentatively planning (dependent on gathering restrictions) a 
Bluegrass Service for the Sunday after Easter. 
 
Join us on Sunday, April 19 at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall as we welcome 
The Lost Ramblers to help lead our worship with some good ol’fash-
ioned Bluegrass music. 
 
There will be 2 services on this Sunday, a Traditional service in the 
Sanctuary at 8:00am and the Bluegrass service at 9:30am in Fellowship 
Hall.   There will be no 10:45am service on this Sunday and there will 
be no Sunday School. 
 
Please watch for a final announcement as the date draws nearer. 

Sunday, April 19 
9:30am 

Fellowship Hall 
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April Bulletins  ($6.00) 
 

April 5 -  In loving memory of our mom, Arlene Fehnel by the family. 
Contemporary - In honor of all birthdays in April:  “May you be a giver 
and server in Christ’s love” by Gloria and Mike Wallery 
 

April 12 - In memory of Wanda and Ann Judkins by Bob Splittgerber 
Contemporary - In honor of all saints by Delores Allogio. 
 

April 19 - Open 
Contemporary -  In honor of the 2nd birthday of Adalynn Wolf by Mom 
and Dad (Samantha and Chris Wolf). 
 

April 26  - Open 

Contemporary - In memory of Jane and Frank Gerken by Susan Gerken. 

             April   ($25.00 per vase) 
 

April 5 - In memory of Grossmama and Grosspapa by 
Bob Splittgerber. 
Contemporary - In memory of father, Richard Him-
melwright by Bonnie Himmelwright. 
 

April 12 -  Easter Flowers 
Contemporary - Easter Flowers 
 

April 19 - Open 
Contemporary -  In memory of the birthday of Peter Myster by The Mys-
ter Family.  In honor of the 5th birthday of Maddison Kratzer and the 3rd 

birthday of Logan Kratzer by the Kratzer family. 
 

April 26 - In memory of Raymond DeGroot by Terry DeGroot.  
Contemporary - In memory of the birthday of mom, Rose Gilbert by Ger-
aldine Gilbert and RoseMarie Lindenmuth  In honor of the baptism of 
Daxton Elias Wolf by Mom and Dad (Samantha and Chris Wolf). 

If you would like to sponsor flowers or 
bulletins for any of the open dates please 
contact the church office  (610-837-1741) 
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Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, 
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the 
changes by Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.         

April Worship Volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 5  

 
(No Services) 

FB LIVE  

(No 10:45 Service) 

April 19 
(Bluegrass Service) 

April 26 Easter 
April 12 

 
(No Services) 

FB LIVE  

Acolytes: 
8:00am 

---------------- ---------------- 

10:45am No Service Rachel Butz 

  

Altar Care: 

8:00 
 

10:45 

  

Denise 
Druckenmiller 

 
No Service 

Denise  
Druckenmiller 

 
Bob Splittgerber 

For instructions or volunteering contact Denise Druckenmiller 610-837-1369 

Comm. 
Assts: 

 

8:00am 

  Sue Theoret Theresa Schafer 

 
10:45am 

  No Service Kristin Butz 

Confirmed members interested in serving, call Barbara Bennett for training (610-262-9576)  

Greeters:       
8:00am 

  Jessie Hnatow Terry DeGroot 

10:45am   No Service Susan Walker 

 

 Reader 
8:00am 

  Jessie Hnatow Terry DeGroot 

10:45am   No Service Doreen Davidson 

 

 

Ushers: 
8:00am 

  
Jessie Hnatow 
Brian Baylor 

Terry DeGroot 
Nancy Marsh 

10:45am   No Service 
Gary O’Brien 

Vernell Meyers 

Comm . 
Attend. 
8:00am 

       

10:45am        

     

Media 
8:00am 

  Win Miller Jessie Hnatow 

10:45am   No Service Lynne Ambrose 

 Bread Provider:    
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