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15 Pentecost

1

15 Pentecost

September 13, 2020

Announcements and Parish Concerns
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Let's join in praising our Lord Jesus!
Hymn ELW (red book) 606 "Our Father, We Have Wandered"
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Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face;
in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace.
But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame,
as, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.
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And now at length discerning the evil that we do,
behold us, Lord, returning with hope and trust to you.
In haste you come to meet us and home rejoicing bring,
in gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
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O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored,
compassionate, forgiving, and ever-caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace.
Text: Kevin Nichols © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554.

Greeting
The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Hymn of Praise: Tune: Joyful, Joyful LBW (green book) 551
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all you bring;
Mighty God of all creation, praises now to you we sing.
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the heavenly splendor bright.
For the grace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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First Lesson: Genesis 50: 15-21 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's
brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in
full for all the wrong that we did to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying,
"Your father gave this instruction before he died, 'Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father."
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones."
In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. nrsv
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson: Romans 14: 1-12 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not
for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God
has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are
the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each
of us will be accountable to God. nrsv
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God

Response Tune: LBW 250 "Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty"
Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving Word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred!
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
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Gospel Lesson: The Good News of Our Lord Jesus Christ!
The Good News according to St. Matthew the 18th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
Matthew 18: 21-35 Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member
of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven
times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I
will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart." nrsv
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon; Pastor Dan Clayborne
Hymn ELW (red book) 605 "Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive"
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"Forgive our sins as we forgive," you taught us, Lord, to pray;
but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
2

How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart?
3

In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew:
how trifling others' debts to us; how great our debt to you!
4

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease;
then, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace.
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, © Oxford University Press 1969
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554.
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need…..
………All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of  Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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Preface to Communion
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus Tune: "Praise, My Soul" LBW 549 “Holy, Holy, Lord Most Holy”
Holy, holy, Lord most holy, God of pow'r and God of might:
Heav'n and earth reveal your glory. Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!
Blessed be the coming Savior. Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!

Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to the Table
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
Amen!
Pastoral blessing for children and those not receiving communion.
Sharing of Holy Communion
Body of Christ, given for you.
Blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen
Post-Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food
beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place,
nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all
who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Benediction: (  Signifies the sign of the cross, a reminder of our Baptism)
Mothering God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you
into the way of truth and life. Amen.
Hymn ELW (red book) 604 "O Christ, Our Hope"
1O

Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, creation's mighty Lord,
redeemer of the fallen world, by holy love outpoured,
by holy love outpoured:
2How

vast your mercy to accept the burden of our sin,
and bow your head in cruel death to make us clean within,
to make us clean within.
3But

now the bonds of death are burst, the ransom has been paid;

you reign above at God's right hand, in robes of light arrayed,
in robes of light arrayed.
4Oh,

let your mighty love prevail to purge us of our pride,
that we may stand before your throne by mercy purified,
by mercy purified.
5All

praise to you, ascended Lord; all glory ever be
to Father, Son, and Spirit blest through all eternity,
through all eternity!

Sending Forth to Serve
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
+ The liturgy is reprinted from the LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP, copyright  1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress
+ From Sundays & Seasons, copyright  2018 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for use only between
December 1, 2019 and November 22, 2020
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Emmanuel’s Notes and Information
15 Pentecost

September 13, 2020

Today’s theme: In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one
another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against
one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals
God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of
reconciliation in the world.
Bath Area Food Bank – September. We are collecting: Canned Tuna or
Chicken. There is also a special need for Ramen noodles. Monetary
donations are always gladly accepted.
How to Donate…We are still not gathering for worship or activities but there is a
way to get your food bank or other donations to church. During business hours
(Monday-Friday, 9am -3pm) the outside side red door into the downstairs parlor
will be unlocked. There will be bins inside the door for you to drop off any items
you wish to donate. Please feel free to drop off items at your convenience. The
inside door into the building itself will remain locked. If you need assistance
please call the church office.
**There is also now a lockbox in the vestibule to the downstairs parlor to drop off
offering envelopes or other donations. The vestibule door is unlocked M-F, 9am –
3pm.

Men’s Group….. The Men’s Bible Study group has resumed meeting again on
Monday evenings at 7:00pm in the pavilion. All are invited to join us. Remember
to bring your Bible. Please bring a mask and social distancing will be practiced.
September Worship Schedule:
Outdoor Services (weather permitting) will be held at 9:00 am near the pavilion
on Sept 13, 20, 27. Holy Communion will be celebrated each Sunday.
Weekly Online Worship with Holy Communion at 8am (Traditional) and 9:30am
(Celebration) will continue as an alternative to in-person worship..
Please sign up for outdoor worship using the link below. Attendance is
limited to 20 household units. The link is also available on the website.
Emmanuel’s Facebook page, and the weekly eNews.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D44AEAE28A6FD0-emmanuels
Dial-In Worship….Call 610-477-0100 anytime to listen to our online services.
Both Traditional and Celebration Services are available for your listening
pleasure!
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“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday will be celebrated at Emmanuel’s
Church this year on Sunday, September 13 – and you are ALL invited to
participate. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to
serve and love our neighbor.
In these times of COVID-19, we cannot gather safely to work on in-person
projects, but here is the menu of activities we are planning to do from a
distance. Take your pick:
· Design, draw, write – a note of thanks to the 1st Responders in our
community (Moore Township Police Officers, Klecknersville Rangers
Firefighters and Ambulance Volunteers) – especially for our Sunday
School children to get involved!

· Donate gift cards of $5 or $10 from PizzaVille or Blue Moo – to share
with our 1st Responders – or send a monetary donation for gift cards to
be purchased by the church and shared with them.

· Bring in supplies (disinfectant wipes, paper towels, hand sanitizer, liquid
cleaners, and topsoil) for Easton Boys/Girls Club – or make a monetary
donation for supplies to be purchased. They are also seeking a load of
topsoil to be delivered and placed in their flower beds – so check your
weekly bulletins for details about date and time to do this.
All cards and supplies can be dropped off at the downstairs parlor vestibule
(you know, use the red outside door to enter) until September 30 – and they
will be delivered to these groups later in the week. Please put any monetary
donations or gift cards in the offering lockbox. We hope you will all take
time to participate in some way.
We do this kind of work every day – loving our neighbors and making our
community a better place. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to
explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in
Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of
life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
For more than 30 years, the ELCA has been deeply rooted in faith and in
sharing its passion for making positive changes in the world. On
September 13, Emmanuel’s Church will join with about 9,100 other ELCA
congregations across the country to boldly participate in God’s work in the
world – restoring and reconciling communities, and pursuing peace and
9
justice.

God's Work Our Hands
Women's Group
Hope you all enjoyed your summer!
We are interested in making the pavilion
more cheerful and inviting for church but also the community
passing by. We are going to be decorating it with flowers, crafts
and rocks/shells with inspirational messages. We are looking for
people to bring one or more of the above items. There are some
wooden crafts at church for you to pick up, decorate and
return. Children are welcome to decorate them. If you bring a plant,
it can be a hanging plant or a potted plant for the floor. If you have
old pots you no longer want please bring them to be planted. Items
can be dropped off at the church and we will hang them up or
display them.
Thank you so much in advance for those willing to help with this
project.

Women’s Group Meeting

We are planning a meeting for Sep 28 at 7 at the church. We will be
discussing a book. We will also have a ten minute devotion time as
well as refreshments. You can participate via Zoom if you don't feel
comfortable meeting in person. Please sign up on Signup Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D44AEAE28A6FD0-gods

(link will also be available on the weekly eNews)
Please contact Andrea Roberts if you have any suggestions for
books you would be interested in. You can either text or call Andrea
484-908-5609.
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Sept 13……God Work, Our Hands Sunday
Sept. 22…..Third Grade Bible Class
Sept. 24…..First Communion Class (grades 2-5)
Sept. 27…..Third Graders receive their Bibles
Oct. 4……...First Communion Service
Blessing of the Animals
Oct 15……..New Members Class
Needlecrafters….If you enjoy needlecrafts and fellowship please join us every
other Tuesday (New Day!). We will be meeting at 1:00pm at the home of Susan
Walker. Our next meeting is Sept 15. Please contact Bette Walker for more info.

Position Available….Interim Youth Ministry Leader:
Candidate will coordinate, direct, and facilitate Sunday School and youth group
events via internet or in person based on safety of the youth. He/she will be able
to assist our youth in growing their faith in Jesus Christ. This includes curriculum
design and teacher development to complete these tasks. For more information
please visit our website: emmanuels.org
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Women’s Day Retreat at Bear Creek Camp…October 3, 2020…$45/person
While following government guidelines for safe socializing, join us in spending a
day of rest and exploration at camp, delving deeper into God, nature, and
community. We will be offering outdoor activities like boating and guided hikes
and indoor activities like crafts and devotions. Check in will be at 9am and the
activities for the day will last from 9am to 8pm. The event will include a delicious
lunch and dinner provided by our cook, Joyce. The day’s activities will
intentionally overlap so participants can “choose their adventure” for the day.
Contact Andrea Roberts if you are interested in attending.
This Week at Emmanuel's
Today: Sunday 9/13/20:
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday
15 Pentecost
All services w/Holy Communion
8:00am Traditional Online Worship
from the Sanctuary
8:45am Virtual Coffee Hour – Zoom
9:00am Outdoor Worship at the
pavilion
9:30am Celebration Online Worship
from Fellowship Hall
.

Tuesday 9/15/20:
1:00pm Needlecrafters at Susan
Walker’s home
Next Sunday 9/20/20:
16 Pentecost
All services w/Holy Communion
8:00am Traditional Online Worship
from the Sanctuary
8:45am Virtual Coffee Hour – Zoom
9:00am Outdoor Worship at the
pavilion
9:30am Celebration Online Worship
from Fellowship Hall

Monday 9/14/20:
7:00pm Men’s Group at the pavilion

Flowers … are presented to the Glory of God.
Bulletins….are presented to the Glory of God.

Please pray for:

Sheldon Mann

Anthony Hnatow

Donald Fisher

Clint Easton

Ed Lavenberg

Deborah VanBrunt

Jean Lotti

Delores Allogio

Doris Engle

Bette Walker
Ginger Rutt
Rochelle Rinker
Bonnie Himmelwright

Janis Campbell
June Myster
Phyllis Palamaro
Vernon Mann

Leonard Frey
Walter Haas
Thelma Silvius
Theresa Schafer

Vernell Meyers
Deb Fisher
Bobby Miller
Cindy O’Brien

Joyce Smith
Brenda Smith
Scott Nicholas
Louise Diaz
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