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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church, 3175 Valley View Drive, Bath, Pennsylvania 18014   610-837-1741 

Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church 

Annual Report 2020 

God Calls Us to Reach Out  
and to Grow in Christ’s Love 

Transition Pastor’s Report 2020 
 

When 2020 began no one could have in their wildest dreams, or should I say nightmares, 
envisioned what we would be facing in less than three months. The year began with 
much promise and the hope that a settled pastor to lead Emmanuel’s would soon be iden-
tified. We began in January with a town hall meeting during which a large gathering en-
thusiastically discussed the results of the Congregational Vitality Surveys which helped 
us see where we were as a community and formed the basis for brainstorming future pos-
sibilities to help us get where we hoped to be in our relationships with God, with each 
other, and with the wider community when the new pastor came on board. 

In February things took a dramatic turn for me as I suffered an attack of Bell’s Palsy. Fortunately, I was able to 
continue to see to my pastoral responsibilities while I recovered. Unfortunately, my bout of Bell’s Palsy was but a 
precursor for how the rest of 2020 would unfold. The emergence and rapid spread of COVID-19 brought about a 
major shift in our focus from looking for ways to facilitate the transition to finding ways to be and do church in 
the midst of a pandemic.  

In March when we made the decision to briefly suspend in person worship, we all thought that it would only be 
for a couple of weeks and that we’d all be together again in our building by Easter, but it was not to be. Thanks to 
their talents and willingness to expend extra time and effort Beth McElroy, Bobby Siegfried, and Lynne Ambrose 
came together enabling us to offer meaningful, quality online worship opportunities without missing a beat. There 
was a learning curve for all of us, but together we all made it happen. They, along with our President Dianna 
Schoenen, and the church council, deserve everyone’s thanks for their untiring efforts on behalf of the Emmanu-
el’s family throughout 2020. 

As soon as the Lehigh Valley entered into the “green 
phase” of Pennsylvania’s reopening plan in addition to 
providing both full traditional and contemporary online 
we began holding outdoor services. We confirmed 12 
young people at a special service, attended by approxi-
mately 80 people at the pavilion in August. We began 
celebrating Holy Communion at the outdoor service and 
as the weather became colder, we transitioned to indoor 
worship, including Holy Communion as soon as possi-
ble while also following the guidance we received from 
the State of Pennsylvania, the CDC, and the ELCA. We 
also began celebrating Holy Communion during our 
online services as well. During one of our indoor ser-
vices, we welcomed six new members to Emmanuel’s.  

 
continued on page 2…... 
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….continued from page  1 

 

In October I began meeting with the first-year catechetical class via Zoom. Our focus has been on Luther’s Small 
Catechism and Church History. After the number of COVID cases began to spike and a tremendous strain was 
placed on the local health care facilities we once again temporarily suspended in person worship and meetings. 
Realizing that we would not be able to hold our traditional Christmas Eve services we made plans to add a brief 
outdoor service in addition to the online services. We had over 100 people signup to attend two services, but due 
to torrential downpours we weren’t able to hold the services as planned. Beth, Bobby, and I moved inside and 
while maintaining an appropriate distance we were able to livestream a service to approximately 60 people who 
remained in their vehicles.  I extend my appreciation to everyone who is or was part of our reopening and our wor-
ship committees for all they have done during this stressful and uncertain year, including Michele Geiger who in 
addition to chairing the worship committee assumed the lead role for the reopening committee.  

In July of 2019 I had no idea that I would still be here in January of 2021 and yet here I am. Therefore, I want to 
highlight some of my experiences in the areas of professional and personal development and enrichment. 

• January: two day in person “Extravagant Generosity Stewardship Workshop” sponsored by the  
       Northeastern and Southeastern Pennsylvania Synods.  

• May:  weeklong online “Festival of Homiletics” series of preaching workshops. 

• October: Synod Assembly at which our new Bishop Christopher DeForest was elected and a two-day 
online workshop “Effective Transitional Leadership Seminar” conducted by the Interim Ministry Net-
work. 

• November: one half day online workshop “Beyond Difficult People” conducted by the Interim Ministry 
Network. 

• Throughout the year: multiple webinars on the subjects of safely gathering, online giving, and updates 
from the ELCA and Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, rostered leaders meetings of the Northern 
Lehigh Mission District, and meetings of the Bath Area Council of Churches. 

Finally, I want to thank all of you for continued faithful support of Emmanuel’s. Your generosity has allowed us 
to weather this long-lasting storm and to continue meeting the needs of our community. If there is one thing I hope 
all of us have come to realize over the course of 2020 it is that as important as the church building may be it is 
people, not the building, who are the church. This has not been an easy time for any of us, but if we continue to 
love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and our neighbor as ourself 
we will see that the best is yet to come. 

Peace and blessings. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
The Reverend Thomas Daniel Clayborne 
Transitional Pastor 
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Emmanuel’s Church Officers for 2020 - 2021 

2020 Elected Officers 2021 Elected Officers 

Interim Pastor:  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne  Interim Pastor:  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne  

President:  Dianna Schoenen President:  Justin Fallentstein 

Vice-President:  Pete Coccetti Vice-President:  Pete Coccetti 

Secretary:  Kristin Butz Secretary:  Kristin Butz 

Treasurer:  Robert Siegfried Treasurer:  Robert Siegfried 

Financial Secretary:  Robert Bennett, Jane Fried Financial Secretary:  Robert Bennett, Jane Fried 

Emmanuel’s Church Council for 2020 

Church Council Term Term Begin Term End 

David Getz    2 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Jane Fried 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Paul Honett 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Vernell Meyers 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Dianna Schoenen 1 1/1/18 12/31/20 

Marilyn Angst 2 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Kristin Butz 2 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Pete Coccetti 1 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Karl Monroe 1 1/1/19 12/31/21 

Winfield Miller 2 1/1/20 12/31/22 

Justin Fallenstein 1 1/1/20 12/31/22 

Chris Wolf 1 1/1/20 12/31/22 
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Membership 

Previous total membership:     955  

Members removed  
By death………………  -    7 
By transfer……………  -     0 
By record adjustment…. -   74 
             New members ...…....               +      6    
        Baptized in 2020……               +      1   
        

New total baptized membership:               881   
 
Confirmed membership                                      600 
Not confirmed (or unknown) membership         281 

            Contribution Record *                           Contribution Record ** 

 
 

Amount Per Year 
Gave in 

2019 
Gave in 

2020 

$3,000 and over 49 39 

$2,501 to $3,000 9 6 

$2,101 to $2,500 9 12 

$1,501 to $2,100 25 23 

$1,001 to $1,500 27 27 

$551 to $1,000 26 17 

$401 to $550 14 17 

$251 to $400 18 13 

$151 to $250 15 21 

$53 to $150 30 26 

$.01 to $52 65 27 

 

Amount Per Year 
Gave in 

2019 
Gave in 

2020 

$3,000 and over 33 28 

$2,501 to $3,000 7 9 

$2,101 to $2,500 9 8 

$1,501 to $2,100 24 17 

$1,001 to $1,500 30 25 

$551 to $1,000 24 30 

$401 to $550 15 17 

$251 to $400 20 14 

$151 to $250 14 19 

$53 to $150 27 26 

$.01 to $52 43 22 

** Contribution record includes only regular offering *  Contribution record includes giving in all categories -  

regular offering, building fund, world hunger, social min-
istry, etc. 

Our 2020 worship schedule was a challenge as we navigated our 
way through a global Covid-19 pandemic.  We began the year 
with our regular full Sunday schedule (8, 9:30, 10:45).  This con-
tinued through March 8 when we suspended in-person worship 
due to rising concerns about Covid-19.  Online worship services 
(livestream or pre-recorded) began on March 15 and continued 
throughout the rest of the year.  In-person worship resumed on a 
limited basis with outdoor services from July through early Octo-
ber when we moved inside.  Attendance at these services was 
restricted based on guidance from the CDC, ELCA and the state 
of Pennsylvania and continued until the end of November when 
rising local case numbers halted our services once again.  We 
finished the year totally online with the exception of Christmas 
Eve which included a parking lot in-person service.   

 

2020 Average Weekly Worship Attendance 
        

     In Person                    
         Pre-Pandemic*               160/week 
         Limited Attendance**      25/week 
         Average***                      79/week 
        

     Online****                        129/week 
        
     *10 weeks of “regular” Sunday worship (3 services) 
   **15 weeks of outdoor/indoor limited attendance services  
       NOTE: Attendance limits were not achieved at any of our in-person 
                   services. 
 ***Includes 10 weeks of pre-pandemic worship and 15 weeks of   
        outdoor/indoor limited attendance worship        
****Includes 41 weeks of livestream or pre-recorded services;  
        does not include Easter or Christmas Eve worship 

Church Attendance 



5 

 

2020 Council Member’s E-mail Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

 
Angst, Marilyn 
610-440-0817 * 
© 484-666-8711 
 
 
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
bob21645@aol.com 
610-262-9576 * 
© 610-216-2358 
 
 
Butz, Kristin (Secretary) 
scrapqueen1108 @ protonmail.com 
484-241-8285 
 
 
Pete Coccetti (Vice President) 
pcoccetti@hotmail.com 
© 610-417-2845* 
 
 
Fallenstein, Justin 
Mountainroadlandscaping@gmail.com 
610-428-4102 
 
 
Fried, Jane 
springtownpost@aol.com 
610-703-9117 
 
 
Getz, David 
getzs1@verizon.net 
610-759-2526 
 
 
Honett, Paul 
honettp@gmail.com 
610-462-5266 
 

 
Meyers, Vernell 
vmm6365@gmail.com 
© 610-657-4854 
610-837-7518 
 
 
Miller, Winfield 
winzcinabloo@gmail.com 
484-719-3904 
 
 

 
Karl Monroe 
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com 
© 484-894-2136* 
 
 
Dianna Schoenen (President) 
finaldianna@gmail.com 
610-360-3846 
 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com 
© 610-597-0241 
 
 
Wolf, Chris 
cswolf0317@gmail.com 
© 610-554-0140 
 
*preferred contact # 



6 

 

Report of Church Council President, Dianna Schoenen:   
 

We had an exciting start in January with a Congregational crockpot meal using our beautiful new kitchen. Looking 
back on that fellowship and meal together, with a crowded room of people, I am so grateful we had that time to-
gether! Who could have predicted that most of 2020 our sacred Sanctuary and  Fellowship Hall would become 
empty and planning any event would take on a whole new meaning. I think we all have learned to appreciate the 
value of time spent with others! 
    
Committees and groups met as usual January through mid-March, praying, crafting, planning, studying the Bible, 
reaching out to homebound members and the community, working hard and having fun with fellowship. We held a 
town hall meeting in February to hear about the hiring process of a new Pastor, which we assumed would soon lead 
us into a new Pastoral chapter. Youth group members attended Bear Creek winter camp, met with different leaders 
including Hope Lutheran's youth group We formulated our own plans for hiring an exciting new position of Youth 
Ministry Leader. What happened next needs no explanation. We all have our own personal experience of disap-
pointments and sadness that may have occurred from mid-March to now. Along the way, church leaders listened to 
many on how we should or should not  return to "normalcy", all while following CDC and PA state guidelines, to 
avoid spreading COVID-19. 
 

But what about the new and positive experiences that DID happen?!  We developed online worship with the tradi-
tional and contemporary service, started the phone-in option to listen to the service, plus we transmitted Christmas 
Eve through the radio in our parking lot!  We will continue to stream our service to reach a broader community, 
even after in person worship returns with this wonderful, upgraded technology at Emmanuel's.  
 
We learned how to do virtual or outside meetings which allowed Council, Bible studies, Outreach, Worship plan-
ning, Sunday School, Men and Women's groups, Confirmation, Cemetery, Property, Evangelism committee and 
more to continue serving God. These options can remain to meet in person or virtually in the future so all can be 
included!  
 
Confirmation,  youth and adult volunteering, summer and fall worship safely happened outside. Blessing of the 
Backpacks and Pets,  3rd grade Bible distribution, new members joining, first Communion and more still contin-
ued. A new Girl Scout troop and Eagle Scout Court of Honor still blessed our grounds! 
 

 Although we had differing opinions on how to handle the year, we learned to communicate, honor God  and our 
Church Family in new ways. Whether through a virtual message, delivering food,  sending cards, mailing Sunday 
school supplies, having a new "drop off" area for community donations, worshipping and even taking Communion 
at home as a smaller family, Zoom coffee hour,  all done with respect for each other and  with continued focus on 
health and safety.  
 

What made Emmanuel's congregation special to you in 2020? Hopefully you found something that gave you spir-
itual joy and Peace in your hearts. Was it watching the musical team during Amped up Advent on Facebook?  Wor-
shipping  outdoors in the fall? Returning to the church for smaller  in person worship services?  Or just enjoyed 
singing loudly or being in your pajamas while worshipping in your own home! Ultimately, what matters most is we 
KEPT  worshipping our Lord and Savior, remembering that  Jesus walked with us every step of this crazy year.  
Faith kept us motivated and will be our foundation for 2021. We can build into a very exciting year! 
 

Thank you to Pastor Dan, employees and our incredible worship team for your continuously changing  work needs 
and adapting to different environments.  Thank you Emmanuel's members for your support, openness and flexibil-
ity. Thank you volunteers  for keeping our church moving! Thank you to our diverse and wonderful Council mem-
bers who supported the whole church and me as President.  
 

God's Love and the energy of  our togetherness will fill our church walls soon. We have hope on making 2021 a 
very exciting time at Emmanuel's with new opportunities. I look forward to worshipping with you, outside and IN-
SIDE the church walls soon! 
 

Dianna Schoenen  
President of Church Council 2020 



7 

 

2020 Church Council Highlights… Kristin Butz, Council Secretary:   
 

We opened 2020 by welcoming Justin Fallenstein and Chris Wolf as members of council.   A Human 
Resources Committee was formed with Pete Coccetti,  Barb Bennett, Justin Fallenstein and Wendy 
Whiteash being part of this committee.  These committee members met with employees of the church 
virtually. 
 
This year was unusual due to the COVID precautions that were put into place. A new 
COVID Reopening Committee was formed and would meet monthly to make sure the church was fol-
lowing all state and CDC guidelines for worship. 
 
Call Committee - This committee met many times and in different ways, however all their hard work has 
not yet yielded a new pastor.  
 
Cemetery - Karl Monroe has been the lead and had many volunteers to assist with taking care of our 
cemetery.  Eagle Scout Colin Davidson was honored for the work he has done on our cemetery. 
 
Outreach  and Fellowship - Emmanuel's continues to contribute clothes, food and funds to the Bath Area 
Food Bank, as well as the glove and mitten tree at Christmas time donated to school children in Bethle-
hem. The Womens' group donated time to the community gardens, and they helped the nurses at St. 
Lukes Hospital. The community outreach team also assisted a community member with taking care of 
his yard. Members called homebound congregational members to check in and make them aware that we 
are thinking of them. Masks were also made for any who needed them. This committee also collected 
and gave gift card to local police officers in gratitude for their service. 
 
Stewardship - Win thanked all who use their time, and talents through this difficult time.  
 
Property - Paul Honett continues to perform many projects around the property. The gutters and drainage 
issues  have been worked on this year. 
 
Worship - This committee has been meeting monthly all year.  We have been having virtual services 
since March. We began outdoor in person worship services in July. Sunday School packets were mailed 
out to families. Due to COVID precautions, there was no VBS this year.  Christmas Eve services took 
place in the parking lot and through an FM radio transmitter.  
 
The year ended with Dianna Schoenen completing her term on council and as outgoing president, we 
wish her well and thank her for her service. Two other council members have completed their first 3 year 
term and have agreed to stay on for another 3 year term:  Jane Fried and Paul Honett.  Also thanks to Da-
vid Getz, Marilyn Angst and Vernell Meyers for their years of service on the Council. 
 
We continue to be blessed to have so many dedicated, caring and giving members. 
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 Emmanuel’s 2020 Reports 
 

 

Acolyte Report … Thank you to the young members of Emmanuel’s who are part of this ministry and  
serve faithfully each week as acolytes at our worship services:   
 
       8:00 Service:    Volunteers are needed - Adults are welcome too! 
 
   10:45 Service:  Brody Rosenberger, Brooke Rosenberger, Rachel Butz,  
                                                             and Taylor Whiteash 
 
If you are interested in serving as an acolyte, please call the church office at  610-837-1741.  You do not 
have to be young in age to be an acolyte - just young in heart.  Adults are welcome to sign up!  Training 
will be provided. 

Blood Drives … submitted by Coordinator, Sandy Frey:     
 
To all our Blood Donors:   Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic there were no blood 
drives scheduled for 2020.  Members were encouraged to donate directly at 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center. 
 

Just a note:  When donating, please make sure to say Emmanuel’s Lutheran 
Church - Bath and our church code is: 0656.  Once again, thank you! 

Altar Care Report … submitted by Denise Druckenmiller:  Thank you to the 
following people for their help in preparing the table for God’s special meal. Their 
help is greatly appreciated. 
 
Barbara & Bob Bennett, Cindy O’Brien, Karl & Sue Monroe,  Bob Splittgerber  
 
A special thanks to our linen washers:  Gloria Wallery and Denise Druckenmiller 
 
If you would like to help with Altar Care please contact Denise Druckenmiller or the church office. 

Cemetery Report … submitted by Karl Monroe:   
 
Small but dedicated volunteer crews came out for the spring and fall cleanups. Several members of the 
congregation turned out for a September Cemetery Work Day to help fill depressions and take care of 
untended plant growth.  
 
Volunteers also took care of cutting back the super-abundant growth along the NE property line of the 
Union Cemetery. Another crew took on the perpetually rusting railings along the upstairs Sanctuary 
ramp access. Thank you all! 
 
Special note of thanks goes to Bob Siegfried, who was able 
to take the time and, with his special skill set, have the prop-
erty tax on our back parcel reduced to zero dollars. This par-
cel had been intended as expansion area for our current 
Mountain View Cemetery. 
 
During the year, there were 11 burials and no plots were 
sold. The Cemetery Committee did not meet, but plan on 
starting up again when our lives edge back to normal. 
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 Christian Education….submitted by Heather Bennett-Knerr: 
 

Sunday School continues to develop using the Spark rotation curriculum.  The program was off 
to a fabulous start from September 2019 until March 2020 when we stopped meeting due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  We were learning so much about the Old Testament and our connection to 
God. This would not be possible without our students learning from different members of our 
congregation. They are able to build a relationship with others. A big thank you to all of the 
teachers!   
 

Our program took another turn in November 2020. We started a virtual program that included mailings to the 
home. Thank you to Paulette Obrecht for developing a plan for our students to learn at home. The mailings in-
clude the lesson materials and art projects.  Thank you for those that helped prepare the packets and monetary do-
nations to support this new way of learning.  
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) was cancelled due to the pandemic. We hope to gather in the future with our theme 
Rocky Railway.  
 

In the fall four of our Third Graders met on Zoom with Pastor Dan for An Introduction to the Bible and received 
their own copy of the Bible from Emmanuel’s at our outdoor service on September 27.   One of our youth attend-
ed classes for instruction about communion and received her First Communion on October 4. 
 

The 2nd year Catechetical Class completed their studies with Pastor Dan in spring of 2020.  Twelve of our young 
adults celebrated their Confirmation on Sunday, August 23 in a special outdoor service.  The 1st year Catechetical 
Class began their studies in September via bi-weekly Zoom meetings with Pastor Dan. 
 

The Ladies Bible Study and Men’s groups have continued to meet weekly via Zoom.  Pastor Dan offered a daily 
Devotional on Facebook during the Advent season.   

COVID Reopening Committee….submitted by Michele Geiger 
 
Members: Pastor Dan Clayborne, Michele Geiger, Beth McElroy, Phyllis Pala-
maro, Andrea Roberts, Bobby Siegfried, Dianna Schoenen, Gloria Wallery 
 

The committee began meeting regularly in June 2020 with the goal of determin-
ing how to safely resume worship and activities at Emmanuel’s. One of the ob-
jectives of our committee was to become familiar with guidelines as recom-
mended by the State of Pennsylvania, the CDC and the ELCA in regards to 

COVID-19 and a safe reopening process. In addition, we familiarized ourselves with what neighboring 
Lutheran churches were doing in regards to reopening.  
 

In June, the decision was made to begin outdoor spoken worship services in July, which continued into 
October.  These services were limited in attendance to allow for appropriate physical distancing. As the 
weeks grew colder, and the COVID cases lessened, the decision was made to move indoors. Due to 
guidelines recommending continued physical distancing, reservations were required as our attendance 
was limited.  We alternated worshiping in the sanctuary and the fellowship hall. Throughout this time, 
our worship team consisting of Pastor Dan, Beth and Bobby, also prepared weekly online worship ser-
vices that allowed us to worship remotely. We also registered for a special phone number to allow those 
without internet capability to call in and listen to either our weekly traditional or contemporary services. 
During these months, we permitted meetings to be held in the building as long as masks were worn and 
physical distancing was practiced. 
 

As we moved in to November, we saw COVID cases spike, our hospitals were at near maximum capaci-
ty and we saw quite a few members of our Emmanuel’s family contract COVID-19.  In order to help 
mitigate the spread of the virus and do our part in helping to decrease the pressure on our healthcare sys-
tem, we opted to temporarily suspend in-person worship, along with any church activities at least 
throughout the end of 2020.  
 

We realize the decisions made by the committee were not always popular ones, but as mentioned, our 
discussions were serious, always done in a prayerful manner and any decisions made were based on the 
best information available at the time and always took the risks of our most vulnerable members into 
consideration. A survey given to our members in November provided us with some good suggestions 
and will be taken into consideration as we move forward. 
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 Finance Committee Report … submitted by Bob Siegfried, Treasurer 
 

It has been a busy year for the Finance committee…  

• In April, we applied for, and received, a federal government loan under the Paycheck Protection 
Program in the amount of $34,570 which we used to continue paying all employees during the clo-
sure of the church due to the covid virus. Special thanks to Larry Kemmerer for tipping us off that 
as a church, we were eligible to apply. Thanks also to John Hemak who handled the application pro-
cess for us through New Tripoli Bank. We subsequently filed the required documentation to request 
loan forgiveness, and it was approved. Thanks both to the proceeds of the loan forgiveness, and the 
continued generous giving on the part of our entire congregation, we continued to operate in the     

                        black all year, with sufficient income to cover all expenses.  

• In June, we used the proceeds of a CD, originally purchased with the gift received from the Harry E. 
Grammes, Jr. estate, to pay down our mortgage by $92,500 which will save us $4,600 annually in mortgage 
interest.  

• In July, we refinanced our mortgage with the Mission Investment Fund which reduced our interest rate by one 
half percent from 4.875 to 4.375, resulting in annual interest savings of $2,000. Thanks again to John Hemak 
for handling this refinancing effort with the Mission Investment Fund. At the end of 2020, our outstanding 
mortgage balance was $287,022 down from $412,732 at the beginning of this year. Thanks again to everyone 
who continues to support the building fund and helping our congregation pay off this loan.  

• In July, I prepared and submitted a Northampton County Application For The Exemption Of Real Estate Tax-
es on the 2.45 acre parcel directly behind our current cemetery along Valley View Drive. I did the same in 
2006 and was successful in gaining exemption from real estate taxes, only to have it overturned a few years 
ago. I attended a hearing at the Courthouse in August, and we were once again granted exemption from real 
estate taxes on this property, which will save us $1,300 annually.  

• In August, we switched all our church insurance to a new company, Brotherhood Mutual, which allowed us to 
reduce our 2021 budget for insurance by $1,200. Special thanks to Mellissa Dempsey for spending a great 
deal of her time conducting a comprehensive review of our current coverages and for securing significant cov-
erage improvements in our new policy.  

• In December, we worked with the Property committee to research air purification systems for the major gath-
ering areas of the church. Special thanks to Karl Monroe for his help with this effort. We met with and re-
ceived quotes from two vendors and made a recommendation to council at its January meeting where we re-
ceived approval to move forward with installation. The devices are designed to kill bacteria, mold, and viruses 
both in the air and on surfaces.  

 

Members of the Finance committee include Bob Siegfried, Treasurer, Bob Bennett, Financial Secretary, John He-
mak, and council members Justin Fallenstein and Pete Coccetti.  

Ladies Zoom Bible Study….submitted by Gloria Wallery 
 

Back in April 2020, I was feeling the need to visit with people.  I missed our get together on 
Mondays at 10:30 with the Ladies. We had a group of 20 ladies coming regularly to the study 
then.  I was hearing about Zoom and people who did Bible Studies on it which was all new to 
me.  I made an appeal about it on Facebook, complementing “30 somethings that were brave 
with Zoom”.  Another church member reached out to me and we started to Zoom each oth-
er.  (Thank you Yvonne!) So then I made an appeal to members to join me on Thursdays at 

10:30.  We would study the book of Matthew.  So Ladies Zoom Bible Study began.  We started around Easter and 
studied the book of Matthew until September.  We had anywhere from 5-9 members meeting regularly.  Then life 
got busy for some members and we started another Zoom opened to friends of the original members.  I got to 
meet people from Virginia, Kempton, and Nazareth besides the 5 members from Emmanuels.   
We started on Romans in the Fall but we also do other topics and read other books besides the Bible.  We read 
Daniel, 1 Peter, Blessings, Christmas and The Full Armor of God.  We are not a closed group.  It's open to others 
at Emmanuels.  We Zoom on Thursdays at 10:30.  The class runs about 80 minutes.  If you are interested to know 
more, send your email address to gjwallery@gmail.com.  
 

We knew we couldn't visit the homebound members personally, so our group reached out to them each month in 
2020  with a card or a letter.  God's love was sent to them to keep safe and strong during this time of loneli-
ness and isolation.  Our hope is that 2021 will be a better year for all with God's help. 
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Meals From the Heart….submitted by Michele Geiger:   
 

Emmanuel's Meals From the Heart was able to come alongside a couple of mem-
bers this year and provide them with meals. Thank you to those volunteers who 
supplied dinners. If you are in need of meals please don't hesitate to contact the 
church office or Michele Geiger. If you'd like to join this vital ministry as a vol-
unteer, please let Michele know at 610-442-7680.    

Men’s Group...submitted by Robert Splittgerber 
 

The "Men's" Bible Study (ladies ARE welcome, but see report on Women's 
Bible Study) had to take a hiatus due to Covid-19 precluding our meeting at 
the church.  But then we were able to go face to face on Zoom thanks to the 
very much appreciated Michele Geiger setting us up on the church's account 
AND being the start up host every Monday evening at 7 PM.  And so after a 
full year of not seeing each other, everyone was a pleasant sight . . . REAL-
LY. 
We resumed our thorough study of the entire Bible with the Apostle Paul's 
epistles, and have gone through I & II Thessalonians, Galatians, and I & II 
Corinthians.  Presently, we are beginning the study of Paul's magnum opus, his epistle to the Church in Rome. 
Currently, there are 7 regulars in the Study.  It is worthy of note that this study has functioned as a deepening fel-
lowship in Christ with each other, men who have continued to meet since we began with the Book of Genesis two 
years ago(?).  You are welcome to join in at any time.  Just contact Michele Geiger, and she will send you an invi-
tation.   

A Note from Music Ministry…..submitted by Beth McElroy, Director of 
Music and Bobby Siegfried, Alternative Worship Music Coordinator:   
 

2020 forced us to “go back to the basics” in terms of our priorities as worship leaders. 
With the onset of a global pandemic, we were faced with the very real challenge of how to 
capture Emmanuel’s unique worship experiences in a virtual application, while simultane-
ously working to create and maintain a genuine sense of community on a Sunday morning 
and beyond. From the herculean efforts of our staff and volunteers who stepped up to pro-
vide something as simple as contributed prayers, advent music selections, Celebration 
worship team recordings, and even our handbell ensemble at Christmas, we were able to 
shift to providing Emmanuel’s worship online. 
 

Beth and Bobby would like to especially thank Pastor Dan, Michele Geiger, and Lynne 
Ambrose for all their incredible work and support. 

 

While we were not able to enjoy many of the special things we all love this past year - 
like our Lenten and Christmas Cantatas - our online worship and music/devotional of-
ferings still enabled us to reach out and engage with new members, past members who 
now live out-of-state entirely, and current members who are not always able to be with 
us on a Sunday morning.  
 

For a church to be able to reach new people and grow a community beyond itself dur-
ing a global pandemic, we are thankful and humbled. 



12 

 

Outreach and Social Ministry Report...submitted by  
Andrea Roberts and Lynne Ambrose 

 

In 2020 Emmanuel’s Outreach and Social Ministries helped others beyond our 
expectations.  
 

Emmanuel’s Church has always had a giving heart extending ourselves beyond the walls of our church. That was again 
true this year in spite of  the building being closed, Pennsylvania quarantining and social distancing guidelines.   We put 
into action the words of the children’s song, “the church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is 
not a resting place, the church is the people.”   The people were still hard at work being the body of Christ during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  Emmanuel’s members reached out to do their part in 2020 to fulfill Christ’s mission.  
 

Our congregation gave generously to various local and global causes and agencies; $10,632 was used to help others this 
year:   

• $3582 was given to ELCA Good Gifts through our virtual Christmas Wish List to purchase cows, piglets, 
chicks, roosters, honey  bees, fish and goats as well as water filters, blankets, Bibles, gardening tools and 
seeds, soap and sanitation supplies, and personal protective equipment.   

• $1770 was given to our social ministry fund, money used to help families and individuals in need.  

• $2359 was donated to support the Bath Area Food Bank along with many non- perishable food and other 
household or personal care items.  The food bank serves about 120 families per month in the Bath area.  A 
number of our members continue to donate their time by helping at the food bank. 

• $2207 was collected to support World Hunger appeals across the globe. 

• $714 and many non-perishable food items were collected for the food bank during the Souper Bowl of Caring 
held on February 2, 2020.  

 

Beyond monetary donations, Emmanuel’s members also strive to support each other and our community in a variety of 
ways: 

• Our Birthday Card Ministry continues to brighten our members’ “special day”… thank you to Linda Hoch for 
keeping this ministry going.  

• Our mitten trees were once again overflowing with warm hats, gloves, mittens and scarves for children in 
need in the Bethlehem area school district. 

• Over the summer we once again collected school supplies and personal care items for students at Behavioral 
Health Associates. 

 

We also started some new projects this year despite restrictions due to the pandemic: 

• God’s Work Our Hands Women’s Group began meeting with outreach as the main goal and the  God’s Work 
Our Hands Facebook page was created.  Many of us also joined Light the Night Facebook page to pray and 
show support.  

• Our youth and chaperones helped with the Kellyn Foundation Community Garden Project in Easton. 

• We helped nurses at St. Luke’s by donating clip pouches. 

• We collected items for teens in Foster Care through ACCESS services.  

• We donated items to the Hackerman-Patz House at Lehigh Valley Hospital.  

• A crew from Emmanuel’s helped a member of the community with the upkeep of his yard.  

• We allowed a local youth football team to utilize our field for practice.  

• Many of us have been calling other members to extend support. Many have been sending cards, letters and 
items to homebound members.  

• Members have made masks and either donated them or sold them to benefit the church or other charities.  

• Members helped to decorate the pavilion by painting butterflies, bird houses, crosses and rocks. The wooden 
painted crafts were shared with homebound members and given to Pastor Dan for Pastor Appreciation.  Slate 
signs and rocks were painted with positive messages for the staff and anyone visiting Emmanuel’s grounds 
during the quarantine.  

• At Thanksgiving we helped local seniors by gathering small gifts for Meals on Wheels recipients in the area,   

• Some of our members helped Covenant Methodist  Church to fill boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  

• Our group collected items and filled Christmas stockings for our homebound members.  The stockings and 
poinsettias (which have become an Emmanuel’s tradition) were delivered to help brighten the Christmas sea-
son for those unable to be with us.   

…...continued on page 13 
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 Outreach and Social Ministry Report…...continued from page 12 
 
It also should be noted that many members of Emmanuel’s are active volunteers  in the community includ-
ing  PTA, sports coaches/volunteers, Meals on Wheels, fire company, American Legion etc. They gave excess 
garden produce to the food bank and donated masks and bulbs to the Boys and Girls Club community gar-
den. They helped pick up and distribute food donated by Shoprite to the community of Easton for the Boys and 
Girls Club of Easton.  
 

Emmanuel’s participated in God’s Work Our Hands Sunday on September 13, 2020.  This year we reached out to 
the Boys and Girls Club of Easton and gathered $100 worth of cleaning supplies and monetary donations totaling 
$325. We also helped with their community garden. In addition, we extended ourselves by supporting the Moore 
Township Police Department by treating them to lunch via the donation of gift cards.  
 

In addition to all these gifts, we continue support of the ELCA and our Synod. Emmanuel’s gave a generous tithe 
of $37,000 in benevolence - which supports hundreds of ministries throughout our Synod, nation and the world. 
 

When we total it all up, the amazing truth is this:  Following Jesus’ call, we are giving ourselves away by reach-
ing out locally, regionally, nationally and to the ends of the earth. It feels good to be a part of a congregation that 
is making a difference as we grow together in Christ’s love. 

Submitted by Paul Honett. 
 

A big THANK-YOU to everyone, young and old, who helps to keep our “church 
home” (and God’s House) in good order for all our members and guests.   With the pan-
demic the building has been empty a lot of the time but the need for maintenance and 
repairs is never ending. 

 

Our handyman, Bart Palamaro, continues to be a welcome addition to maintaining the church buildings -  if it’s 
broken, Bart will fix it!  He also replaces batteries and light bulbs and ceiling tiles, runs wires, removes wasp nests 
and collects monthly water samples.  He makes sure our building and grounds are safe and that our utility systems 
are up-to-date.  Thank-you to all who helped with special projects over the past year.  Also thanks to Karl Monroe 
and all who were involved in the Spring and Fall Clean Up Days; much weeding, trimming, raking and general 
clean-up were accomplished.  A special “thank you” to Al Miller who has been trimming and maintaining the 
plantings around our building. 
 

Some projects that were completed during 2020 include: 
 

•     Missing railing installed to the top of the steps to the balcony 

•     WiFi cable run to Fellowship Hall 

•     Refreshed paint on the handicapped parking spaces and the step caution strip 

•     Replaced stained ceiling tiles 

•     Water cleanup after flooding in Fellowship Hall 

•     Replaced bad faucets in the Men’s room 

•     Roof gutter and downspouts were cleaned, repaired and repositioned 

•     Installed the shutters to close up the bell tower for the winter 

•     Dug a trench for rainwater overflow 

•     Sanded, primed and painted the railing along the handicapped ramp 

We are always looking for volunteers.  If you are a plumber, electrician, carpenter, painter, etc... 
or want to help out please let us know.  Volunteering helps us keep costs down and also helps to 
serve our church and community.  
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Submitted by Michele Geiger, Chairperson: 
 

Committee members: Marilyn Angst, Barbara Bennett, Pastor Dan Clayborne, Michele Geiger, Paulette 
Obrecht, Beth McElroy, Bobby Siegfried, June Walker 
 

If anyone had told me last year at this time that it would be nearly a year until we’d all be together again for 
worship, I’d tell them they were nuts. Due to the pandemic, it will soon be one year since we’ve had normal 
worship services. We barely began the Lenten season when the world shut down and church was canceled. We 
have been very fortunate throughout this past year that we are blessed with a pastor and worship leaders who 
are able to lead us remotely in worship. From Palm Sunday to Holy Week services to Easter, to Thanksgiving 
to Advent to Christmas Eve and every service in between, we’ve been able to come together remotely as a 
church family and worship our Lord. We are terribly indebted to Pastor Dan, Beth and Bobby for the amount 
of time and effort they put into our weekly virtual services.  
Beth provided “hymn sings” on Easter Sunday and Christmas Day by streaming some of our favorite hymns 
live on Facebook. 
 

A special treat, organized by Beth and Bobby, was a daily musical selection by Emmanuel’s members during 
the Advent season.  A special thank you to Pastor Dan for his daily Advent devotion. Despite the pouring rain 
on Christmas Eve, we managed to have a short service with families joining together in their cars in the park-
ing lot. 
 

As summer approached, we began meeting for worship at the pavilion in limited numbers while maintaining 
physical distancing. At the beginning of October, we moved indoors to worship, alternating between the fel-
lowship hall and the sanctuary while following guidelines as recommended by the state, ELCA and CDC.  
By mid-November, as COVID cases spiked and hospitals were at near capacity, the decision was made to go 
totally virtual and remained that way through the remainder of 2020. 
 

Despite the restrictions throughout the year, we were still able to bless backpacks, celebrate the Affirmation of 
Baptism for our 12 confirmands, present Bibles to third graders and take in new members. We collected mit-
tens and scarves for the Bethlehem Area School District and purchased over $3500 in gifts for ELCA’s Good 
Gifts program.  Despite small attendance, we offered a virtual coffee hour every Sunday via Zoom. 
 

As usual, we thank our volunteers.  This year looked different than usual; they checked temperatures and asked 
COVID screening questions, in addition to seating our members in their assigned seats. In addition, we appre-
ciate those who have volunteered to virtually read lessons and offer prayer petitions weekly. We also give 
thanks for the members of our worship team who participate regularly in our contemporary services. Thank 
you to Pastor Dan for his guidance as we navigated through this difficult year. Thank you, as well, to Lynne 
Ambrose who held us together this past year, as she was often one of the only staff in the building and wore 
many different hats. 
 

We pray that we are soon able to resume in person services and get back to the point that we are able to join 
together as a church family for our weekly worship services.  Let’s hope for a more normal 2021! 
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 2020 Church Records 

 
  Ethan Michael Kosciolek   January 19, 2020 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 

         

 
 Bibles Received:  The following third graders received their Bibles on Sunday, September 27, 2020:            
                                            Alexis Christie        Stella Fallenstein               
                                            Kiersten Diehl         Walter Haas, III 

                                                                     
First Communion:  Emalyn Radcliffe received her First Communion on Sunday, October 4, 2020:   
 

Affirmation of Baptism:  Confirmation marks the completion of the congregation's program for the instruction in 
the Christian faith.  These candidates have made public profession of their faith through the Affirmation of Bap-
tism on Sunday, August 23, 2020 at a special outdoor service.  They will now assume greater responsibility in the 
life of our Christian community.  
 

Welcome our new adult members:   
 

 Gianna Elyse Coccetti   Emily Elizabeth Hower 
 Andrea Paige Davidson  Sarah Victoria Krieger 
 Evan Matthew Dempsey  Gregory Michael Reese 
 Rilee Marie Ehrlacher   Brandon Allen Rosenberger 
            Jackson Douglas Fehnel  Alexander Richard Schoenen  
 Steven Samuel Green                         Nathaniel Robert Wolfe 

 
 
Marriages:  Pastor T. Daniel Clayborne officiated at the following wedding in 2020: 
 

        September 8, 2020      Kelly Ann Hildebrant and Christopher Stephen Heffner 
 
 

 
Funerals:   Catherine L. Frey.  February 9, 2020 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Roseann Wolf   February 11, 2020 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Lucille D. Shook  March 9, 2020  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Pauline Mae Mann  April 8, 2020  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Carol M. O’Donnell  May 12, 2020   The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Raymond R. Hoch  June 24, 2020  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Edward Sherman  July 31, 2020  The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
  Clinton D. Easton  October 22, 2020 The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne 
 
 
 
                             Captain Benjamin Dudley - United States Army  
                            Specialist E4 Ryan Myster - National Guard Reserves  

                     Sergeant Justin Wandler - United States Army   
 
 
The following were received as new members to Emmanuel’s in 2020:   
 

  Linda DiBiaso                       Christopher and Kelly Heffner 
  Donna and Glen Remaly       Carol Wilkinson 
 

 
The following people have withdrawn their membership from Emmanuel’s: 
 

 Karen Kasper       Lisa and Joseph Merker           Gail and Paul Snyder 
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 Hospital Addresses and Telephone Numbers 
Gracedale County Home 
14 Gracedale Avenue 
Nazareth, PA  18064 
Main Number ………. 610-829-3400 
 
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital 
501 St. John Street 
Allentown, PA  18103 
Patient Information ……..1-888-447-3422 
 
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Care Center 
c/o Lehigh Valley Hospital—Muhlenberg 
Westgate Drive 
Bethlehem, PA  18017 
Patient Information ……. 610-807-5600 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (Cedar Crest) 
1200 S. Cedar Crest Boulevard 
Allentown, PA  18105 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (17th & Chew) 
1627 W. Chew Street 
Allentown, PA  18104 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network (Muhlenberg) 
2545 Schoenersville Road 
Bethlehem, PA  18017 
Patient Information ………. 610-402-8000 
 
Lehigh Valley Health Network 
Center for Orthopedic Medicine 
4815 Tilghman Street 
Allentown, PA  18104 
Main Number …… 610-402-3903 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Allentown Campus 
1736 Hamilton Street 
Allentown, PA   18104 
Main Number ………. 610-628-8300 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Anderson Campus 
1872 St. Luke’s Boulevard 
Easton, PA  18045 
Main Number ………. 484-503-3000 

St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Bethlehem Campus 
801 Ostrum Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18015 
Main Number ………. 484-526-4000 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Easton Campus 
250 South 21st Street 
Easton, PA  18042 
Main Number ………. 1-866-785-8537 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Lehighton Campus 
(formally Gnadden Hutten Hospital) 

211 North 12th St. 
Lehighton, PA  18235 
Main Number ………. 610-377-1300 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Palmerton Camput 
(formally Palmerton Hospital) 

135 Lafayette Avenue 
Palmerton, PA  18071 
Main Number …… 610-826-3141 
 
St. Luke’s University Health Network 
Sacred Heart Campus 
421 W. Chew Street 
Allentown, PA  18102 
Main Number ………. 610-628-8300 
 
Coordinated Health (Allentown Hospital) 
(Now part of Lehigh Valley Health Network) 

1503 North Cedar Crest Blvd. 
Allentown,  PA  18104 
Main Number…...610-861-8080 
 
Coordinated Health (Bethlehem Hospital) 
(Now part of Lehigh Valley Health Network) 

2310 Highland Avenue 
Bethlehem,  PA  18020 
Main Number………...610-861-8080 

tel:+18667858537
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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church 
3175 Valley View Drive 

Bath, PA  18014 

Emmanuel's Directory  (2020)    610-837-1741 
 

The People of Emmanuel's Church    Ministers 
The Rev. T. Daniel Clayborne, Interim Pastor 774-239-6397 
Beth McElroy,   Director of Music                    570-620-8580 
Bobby Siegfried, Alt. Worship Music Coord.   610-751-0908 
Lynne Ambrose, Secretary     610-837-1741 
          610-837-9250 
Gloria Wallery, Sexton      484-282-0178 
Brian Baylor, Security                                     484-330-9887 
 
 
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Friday     9 AM – 3 PM 
E-mail Address                  Emmanuelschurch@gmail.com 
Website               www.emmanuels.org 
Fax          610-837-8267 


