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I must say that I am frustrated and at a loss. From the earliest days of the COVID
-19 pandemic, through the subsequent surges, and in our current situation, we
have been clear that any decisions made relating to how we conduct our worship
services and other gatherings would follow the guidelines and recommendations
of the CDC, the State of Pennsylvania, and the ELCA. During this time, we have
endeavored to be sensitive to the opinions of those who, for whatever reason,
think that we have been too cautious compared to what some, and by no means
all, churches in our area are doing. As a result, we have taken steps with regard
to gathering that are less restrictive than the recommendations of the groups
whose guidance we follow, hoping that this would address the concerns raised
while also keeping people as safe as possible. But, there are some for whom that
doesn’t appear to be the case.
When we were told that there was a strong desire to resume in-person worship
we began offering a spoken service at the pavilion in addition to continuing to
offer two full online worship services, one traditional and one contemporary,
every Sunday. When in-person worship began the sources we look to for guidance indicated that singing, even while masked, was extremely dangerous. Singing indoors under any circumstances and unmasked outdoors continues to be
unwise regardless of whatever mitigation efforts have been put in place. We
rarely had more than 25 people attending our spoken service at the pavilion or in
the church when we transitioned inside as colder weather set in.
As we dealt with the winter surge in the number of COVID cases we returned to
online worship. When Palm Sunday and Easter were upon us we heard that people really wanted to sing and be at the church. Knowing that singing inside is not
a viable option, we developed a plan to have our services livestreamed online
while allowing people to gather in the parking lot listening to the service via an
FM transmitter and viewing it on their mobile device. We felt this would allow
people to sing in their vehicles while giving some sense of community as a safe
physical distance was maintained. The number of people who could attend was
not limited because it seems that for some, having to make a brief phone call to
let us know that they would be attending a service in order to allow us to plan to
keep people safe, was simply too burdensome. We received much positive feedback on those services, but again the number of people attending in-person was
lower than we hoped it would be.
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On April 18th we once again had 2 services streamed online and available for people to come to the parking lot. During the time leading up to that Sunday we made
known the fact that people were encouraged to bring chairs, get out of their vehicles, and sing while keeping a safe distance between nonrelated groups. We were
also told that it was important for people to see me so we set up an altar outside
which allowed people in the parking lot to see and hear me without having to look
at their mobile device. We had 7 people attend the 8:00 service and after deducting the people who came only because there was a baptism, 11 people at the 9:30
service. As you can imagine those numbers were exceedingly disappointing.
We have now been told that people will come back if we bring everyone inside
and allow people to sing. All we can say in response to that is that regardless of
the steps we have taken to improve our ventilation system it still is not safe to sing
inside even when masked and maintaining a safe distance. I don’t want to bore
you with a litany of statistics that many of you don’t have the time, or for some
the inclination, to read, but it is essential, even after more than a year of living
with the virus, to again stress just how serious a public health issue this is and
what is driving our decision-making process. I am also including links to the most
current information available regarding religious gatherings produced by the
ELCA, our ecumenical partners, and medical experts as well as the latest information from the CDC and the State of Pennsylvania for those who are interested.
The publications produced jointly by the ELCA and our partners can be accessed
at https://thehymnsociety.org/covid-19/. The guidelines for resuming indoor gatherings in the latest publication include the following recommendations:
(Information for Northampton County as of April 19, 2021)
• A positive test rate of less than 5%. Northampton County 9.5%
• Rate of New Cases less than 10 in 100,000. Northampton County 49 in 100,000
• ICU Beds filled less than 70%. Northampton County 88%

All guidance provided assumes that all participants:

• Wear a mask fully covering their mouth and nose at all times, and when indoors
wear two masks.
• Maintain a distance of at least 6 feet from all persons not living in their household
• Have no symptoms of COVID-19
• Have not knowingly been exposed to persons who have tested positive for
COVID-19 or have had any symptoms of COVID-19 within the past two weeks
• Refrain from congregational singing when indoors
• Will demonstrate principles of inclusivity and just treatment of all persons as they
gather.

The following recommendations of The Center For Congregational Song are also
available at https://thehymnsociety.org/covid-19/ As of now they anticipate that it
will be safe to sing indoors when the fully vaccinated percentage is 80%. Northampton County is currently 45%
CDC Considerations for Communities of Faith can be accessed at https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html. This document was last updated on February 19, 2021.
continued on page 3
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The State of Pennsylvania Governor’s Mitigation, Enforcement, and Immunity Order as well as updates and other information can be accessed at https://
www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/. Although religious communities are exempt from the gathering limits for worship services only, religious organizations are encouraged to follow the guidelines which currently
limit occupancy to 25% of capacity as well as maintaining a proper physical
distance between unrelated groups. “Attendees at churches, synagogues,
temples, mosques and other places of congregate worship are required to
wear face coverings in compliance with the Secretary of Health’s Updated
Order Requiring Universal Face Coverings.”
What does all of this mean? It means that those of us who have been tasked
with making decisions take our responsibility seriously. It means putting the
well-being of all members of the community, especially our most at risk
members, above our individual desires or the desires of a select few. It
means following the advice of experts in their field rather than those who
seek to discount the seriousness of the pandemic in order to further their own
agenda and sow discord. It means not exposing staff, who do not have the
luxury of deciding whether or not they will attend a service when one is
scheduled, to unnecessary risks. It means understanding that this is a major
public health issue that has contributed to the deaths of over 500,000 Americans, not a political ploy to attack or limit our individual freedoms, and acting accordingly.
Finally, it means that the sooner all people who are physically able to be vaccinated are vaccinated and we meet the levels of immunity detailed above,
the sooner we’ll be able to resume singing indoors. The decision is up to you.
This isn’t to say that all restrictions, such as wearing face covering and physically distancing from nonfamily groups, will immediately disappear. We
will still need to take reasonable precautions for some time and relax restrictions in an orderly manner.
Hopefully everyone can see that serious consideration has been given to every decision we have made. As I said, we take our responsibility seriously and
are not making decisions that some people disagree with simply because we
want to make people unhappy or dissatisfied. The decisions we make will be
different from the decisions other congregations make because every congregation’s situation is unique. Our decisions have been based on what we believe is right for Emmanuel’s as a whole knowing that not everyone will
agree. We have listened to people’s concerns and modified our decisions
when we could. We wish we could please everyone, but that is not possible.
All we can do is act in what we believe is a reasonable way making reasonable decisions, and taking reasonable precautions hoping to keep discord to a
minimum while understanding that to some degree discord is inevitable.
Peace
Pr. Dan
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Bath Area
Food Bank

Holy Communion is celebrated
at all services.

During the month
of May, Emmanuel’s will help the
Bath Area Food Bank by collecting:

Peanut Butter,
Shampoo and Soap

8:00am Traditional Livestreamed /
Parking Lot Service with
singing

There is also an ongoing need for
Ramen Noodles. They are no
longer accepting Jell-o or pudding.

9:30am Celebration Livestreamed /
Parking Lot Service with
singing

Donations for the food bank
can be dropped off in the vestibule to the downstairs parlor
(see below for details).

Livestreamed services can be found on
our Facebook page - see emmanuels.org or the weekly eNews for the
link.

Grocery gift cards (preferably
Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please drop all gift cards in
an envelope marked “Food Bank”
into the lockbox located on the
wall in the vestibule.

Dial-In Call 610-477-0100 to listen to
our services at any time.
Bulletins/announcements for all
livestreamed services can be found on
our website:
Emmanuels.org

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which stretch farther than
any amount of food that we can
give.

How to Donate During Social Distancing
During business hours (Monday-Friday, 9am -3pm) the
outside side red door into the downstairs parlor vestibule
will be unlocked. There will be bins inside the door for
you to drop off any items you wish to donate (Food Bank
or other donations). There is also a lockbox to drop off your envelopes and
offerings.
Please feel free to drop off items at your convenience. The inside door into the
building itself will remain locked. If you need assistance please call the church
office (610-837-1741).
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Email Addresses and Phone Numbers
To help communication work more effectively, the church
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any
email address changes or if you move to the use of a cell
phone number as your main contact.
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EMMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES (Continued)

This year was different for our Prayer
Vigil as we had the choice of finding a
place other than in our church to pray. I
used that opportunity to pray at home
for three hours on different days. For
my fourth hour I decided to go to the 3
crosses by the pavilion on Valley View
Road. I was in my van praying when
two members stopped by to see if I was ok. I told them I was taking an
hour to pray there. It felt good to know that someone cares.

Prayer Vigil Opportunities
by
Deb Fisher

They left and I continued praying when a policeman stopped. He asked
what I was doing. I said I was praying by the crosses so I was close to
the church since I could not be inside. He said “ok”. “Is that ok?” I
asked. He said “fine - I just had to check what was going on and if you
were ok.” I thanked him and he left.
Maybe God had a plan I didn’t know about? Thank you for this opportunity to witness, Lord!
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Want to explore ministries beyond Emmanuel’s?
The 34th Annual Assembly of the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod will
be held online on Friday, June 4 and
Saturday, June 5. As a congregation in
the Synod we are to be represented by 2
voting members (one male, one female)
at the assembly. If you are interested in
representing Emmanuel's at this important event please contact Pastor Dan
or the church office by May 16.. A
schedule of events is listed below so you
know when you need to be online.
Friday, June 4
• Gathering Music – 1:30 p.m.
•
Festival Worship – 2:00 to 2:45 p.m.
•
Plenary One – 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
•
Gathering Music – 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
•
Plenary Two – 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 5
•
Plenary Three – 8:30 to 10:20 a.m.
•
Plenary Four – 10:35 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
•
Bishop’s Installation – 3:00 p.m.
Delegates are also encouraged to attend our Mission District Spring Assembly
which will take place virtually via ZOOM on Thursday, May 27 at 7:00pm. At
this meeting important information regarding the upcoming Synod Assembly.will
be discussed and they will elect 1 male lay delegate for the Church Wide Assembly to be held August 8-13, 2022 in Columbus, Ohio.

Northern Lehigh Valley Mission District

The Mission District is looking for 3 people to serve as lay members on the Mission District Council. If you think you might be interested in expanding your service beyond our walls please contact Pastor Dan by May 10.
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Worship Attendance for March 2021
Week
of

Online
Online
Traditional Celebration
8:00 am
9:30 am

March 7

53

66

March 14

31

40

March 21

38

51

Parking Lot

Parking Lot

Online

Online

(Palm Sunday)

March 28

20
75

In
Person
Spoken

Total

Other Services
Weds. 3/10 7pm
Online Devotions

26

119

27

Weds. 3/17 7pm
Online Devotions

25

98

22

Weds. 3/24 7pm
Online Devotions

24

111

April 1
Maundy Thurs
Online 7pm

26

(Sunday
only)

40

88

April 2
Good Friday
Online 10am

87

209

Online 7pm

97

Average Weekly Sunday Attendance: 134

Thank You Notes Received….


To the Members of Emmanuel’s,

Thank you very much for the box of goodies delivered to June Myster at
Liza’s House.and for all the cards she received. It all really made her feel loved
and happy :)
Thank you!,
Erin Bause



To Pastor Dan and the people of Emmanuel’s Church,

I want to thank all the people who sent me birthday cards, cookies, candy
and the plant - also the children who made me Easter cards. I was really glad to
hear from all of you. I hope to get back home soon.

Thank you again,
June Myster



To the Women’s Group and Sunday School students of Emmanuels,

Thank you very much for the thoughtful Easter box delivered to us. The
Johnny Jump-Ups [a plant] were a real treat and the crayoned pictures are on our
fridge. Again, thank you for thinking of us.
Sincerely,,
Joanne (and Glenn) Hower
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2021 Council Members
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.)
bob21645@aol.com
610-262-9576 *
© 610-216-2358

Lebron, Rachel
rmlebron1106@gmail.com
610-390-5072
Milander, Kathy
kmilander1955@gmail.com
484-357-4759

Butz, Kristin, Secretary
scrapqueen1108 @
protonmail.com
484-241-8285

Miller, Winfield
winzcinabloo@gmail.com
570-778-3446

Coccetti, Pete, Vice President
Pcoccetti@hotmail.com
© 610-417-2845 *

Monroe, Karl
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com
© 484-894-2136 *

Fallenstein, Justin, President
Mountainroadlandscaping
@gmail.com
610-428-4102

Roberts, Andrea
alr23579@gmail.com
484-908-5609

Fried, Jane
springtownpost@aol.com
610-703-9117

Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer)
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com
© 610-597-0241*

Honett, Paul
honettp@gmail.com
610-462-5266

Wolf, Chris
cswolf0317@gmail.com
© 610-554-0140

Kasper, Mercedes
mkasper1104@gmail.com
484-274-0435

Miller-Keystone Blood Bank
When donating blood at Miller Keystone
Blood Bank please ask them to credit Emmanuel’s Bath and the code is 0656. This way we will receive credit for your
donation.
Help Wanted: Emmanuel’s is in need of someone to take over as our Blood
Drive Coordinator. It involves working with the Blood Center to set up our
blood drives twice a year. If you are interested in helping with this important
ministry please contact the church office.

Deadline for the June Informer
articles is: Wednesday, May 16, 2021
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Financial Secretary Report for March 2021

Treasurer’s Report as of March 2021
Total General Fund Income
$
Total General Fund Expenses $
Expenses over Income
$

67,544.
73,660.
6,117.

A detailed Treasurer’s Report with expense listings can be found on the
bulletin board outside the church office.
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Giving During this Time of Social Distancing
Canceling any of our services will affect us financially - so we encourage you
to continue your giving even while we are apart. Those already enrolled in
Simply Giving (now Vanco Electronic Giving) are all set. There are several
options for the rest of us:

1. Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions
(3175 Valley View Dr. Bath PA 18014)
2. Drop your offering at church - there is now a lockbox
in the downstairs parlor vestibule. The vestibule door is un
locked Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm.
3. Use Text+Give (See details below)

4. Vanco Give+ Mobile App (see directions below)
5. Give via the “Donate” page on Emmanuel’s website.

Options for Electronic Giving
You can now donate directly from Emmanuel’s website. Click on the
“Donate” page and follow the prompts. You can make a one-time donation or set up recurring donations from a credit card or your bank account.
The donations are processed by Vanco via their secure site.

NOTE: If you already have an account set up for Text+Give or Give+Mobile, use
that same login on the webpage - all the information will transfer automatically.

UPDATE: You may now donate to special appeals thru the website.
Choose “Other” on the Donate page and specify where you want your
donation to go.

Give+Text

Have you tried our text giving option? In a matter of seconds, you can
make a weekly offering or respond to a special appeal.
To give, text the dollar amount to 610-463-0435 and follow the prompts.

Give+ Mobile App
1.

Download the app from the App Store (Apple) or Google Play (Android).
(Search for Vanco Give+)

2. Search within the App for " Emmanuel's Evan Lutheran" or search by
our zip code (18014).
3.

Select our church which will become your default church.

4.

Follow the directions within the app to set up an account. Or you may give
as a guest.

Vanco Electronic Giving (Formerly Simply Giving)
We encourage you to look into our electronic giving program (from Vanco). It’s convenient for you and provides much-needed donation consistency for the church. Please contact Bob Bennett or call the church office (610-837-1741) for details.
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During this time of social distancing
when it is unsafe to gather together, we
have a small group of dedicated women
who are coming together online for weekly Bible study using Zoom. Gloria Wallery has organized the group and is the host for this platform. They meet on
Thursday mornings at 10:30am and are currently studying the book of Romans. Everyone is Welcome to join! Contact Gloria Wallery at
gjwallery@gmail.com if you would like to join the group.

Needlecrafters Group
If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other TUESDAY at 1:00
pm at the home of Susan Walker for stitching and fellowship. April
dates are 4/13 and 4/27 . Contact Susan Walker for more info.
All are welcome!

Monday Night Bible Study
The Men’s Group is now the Monday Night
Bible Study and EVERYONE is welcome to
attend. The group meets on Monday evenings at
7:00 pm in the Old Fellowship Hall. Bring
your Bible and a mask.

This is a serious workshop for those desiring a
deeper long term relationship in their Christian
faith with our Lord Christ Jesus. It also prepares
the participants for "reaching out" with the proclamation of the Gospel. The Workshop is built
around the concept that evangelism must start
with ourselves per above, the congregation's renewal, and finally as a place wherein "seekers" will find welcome, teaching,
and inclusion in the congregation's ongoing activities of "growing in Christ's
love" and service. The Workshop takes place on Tuesday evenings at 7 PM in
old Fellowship Hall. If you would like to attend or just want more information
please contact Bob Splittgerber (484-262-0604). All are welcome!
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May Worship Volunteers
Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present,
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the
changes by Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.

Ushers:

May 2

May 9

Mary 16

May 23

May 30

8:00am

Beth McElroy

Susan Chenski

Beth McElroy

Lynne Ambrose

Beth McElroy

Gary O’Brien

Paul Honett

Dianna Schoenen

Jane Fried

Bill Kasper

(Parking Lot)

9:30am
(Parking Lot)

Funerals
Ralph H. Zellers, III, 64, passed to his eternal rest on
Thursday April 8, 2021. A graveside burial service
was held on April 14, 2021. His final resting place is
Mountain View Cemetery.

Rickey Alan Rosamilia, son of Peter J. Rosamilia and Alexis A.
Huber was baptized on Sunday, April 18, 2021 at the 9:30 Celebration Service. Rickey was born on October 17, 202. His sponsors were
David Huber, Jr., Summer Goldy, Christopher Bassani and Marie Rosamilia.

Memorial Observance Sunday.
Sunday, May 30 marks Memorial weekend in the
United States. We remember and give thanks. We
will be joined by the Sons of Veterans as we gather in
tribute to those who gave their lives for freedom. We
ask everyone to join us at 10:20am in the grassy area
to the left of the main doors for a short service of remembrance
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May Flowers

May Bulletins

($25.00 per vase)

($6.00)

May 2 - In honor of the anniversary of Lynne & Dave Ambrose

May 2 - In memory of Sandra
Borger by her family.

May 9 - In honor of the 89th
birthday of Skip Fairman by his
family.

May 9 - Open
May 16 - In memory of Tom
Borger by his family.

May 16 - In memory of brother,
Ned and father, Alfred by Carol
and Barry Moyer.

May 23 - Open
May 30 - Open

May 23 - Open
May 30 - Open
If you sponsored altar flowers they will be available for you to pick up after the
9:30am Service on Sunday mornings. Or you may pick them up from the vestibule to the downstairs parlor anytime after that (the red metal door off the
side parking lot). The door will be unlocked during regular office hours
(Monday - Friday, 9am to 3pm). If those times do not work for you please
call the church office - we will be happy to make other arrangements.

If you would like to sponsor altar
flowers or bulletins for any Sunday in
2021 please call the church office
(610-837-1741) or send an email
(emmanuelschurch@gmail.com).
There will be 2 vases available to
sponsor for each Sunday. Cost is
$25 per vase for flowers. Bulletins
are $6 per Sunday.

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart
This ministry at Emmanuel's provides meals to anyone
from the congregation in times of need. Meals might be
needed after the birth of a baby, after surgery or hospitalization, or during a time of crisis. The more help we have, the less frequently our volunteers will need to provide meals. Please contact Michele Geiger by
phone (610-442-7680) or via email (mlgeiger520@gmail.com) if you'd
like to become a part of this ministry. Please contact the church office
or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.
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Good-by, Sunday School! Happy Summer!
Dear Sunday School Children,
Emmanuel’s Sunday School has traditionally
ended at the end of May – and so this is the
last month we’ll be sending out packets to all
of you. We hope you enjoyed getting mail
every few weeks. We certainly enjoyed sending things to you and keeping in touch.
During the summer, Emmanuel’s GWOH Women’s Group and the
Sunday School staff will be offering monthly activity events in place of
Vacation Bible School – and in September we hope we can gather for
our weekly in-person Sunday School classes once more. Watch the
church newsletters and Sunday bulletins to learn what that will look
like. In the meantime:
Thank you to everyone who helped provide the packets, assemble them, and mail them out. Special thanks to those
who helped record the Bible story videos.
Extra special thanks to Paulette Obrecht for mailing out our
packets, especially when we couldn’t gather as a group to
pack things up. And, extra-extra special thanks to Heather
Bennett-Knerr for helping apply for Thrivent Action grants
to fund our Sunday School projects and activities.
Remember to check out the weekly Bible stories on our Emmanuel’s YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/

playlist?list=PL5_W2xqjS0e0lCsac3thjKj9yMQWZCpvc

The videos will continue to be on-line until the beginning of
September.
So, have a wonderful summer. Stay safe. Be kind and patient with
one another. And, most of all, remember that God loves you – and
so do all of us! ♥ ♥ ♥
Yours in faith,
Emmanuel’s Sunday School Staff
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Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9 AM – 3 PM
E-mail Address
Emmanuelschurch@gmail.com
Website
www.emmanuels.org
Fax
610-837-8267

Gloria Wallery, Sexton

Ministers
774-239-6397
570-620-8580
610-751-0908
610-837-1741
610-837-9250
484-282-0178

610-837-1741

The People of Emmanuel's Church
The Rev. T.Daniel Clayborne, Interim Pastor
Beth McElroy, Director of Music
Bobby Siegfried, Alt. Worship Music Coord.
Lynne Ambrose, Secretary

Emmanuel's Directory

Emmanuel's Lutheran Church
3175 Valley View Drive Bath, PA 18014-9465

Emmanuel....
God With Us

