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Today I Sat in Pastor Elizabeth’s Chair
by Pastor Paulette Obrecht

Whenever I have supplied as the pastor leading worship at Emmanuel’s Church
over the years, I have followed the normal routine of robing and prayerfully preparing for worship in Pastor Elizabeth’s office. But, over the years, as I supplied
here – I just could not sit behind the desk – and occupy “Pastor Elizabeth’s”
chair. I know it sounds silly – but, I just felt I couldn’t do it. I would sit on the
sofa in her office and meditate and offer a prayer, but I had to do it from the sofa.
I would sit on the sofa and thank God for allowing me to have such faithful and
inspired mentors like the Mitchells – the ones who encouraged me to go to seminary and who celebrated my many forms of ministry. I continue to be grateful to
the two of them – as I remember how they helped this church community grow
and become a strong congregation within the Northeast PA Synod. I’m sure
many of you continue to celebrate what they helped make this church today.
So – when I was approved by Council and the Bishop’s office to fill in as supply
pastor on September 5 – and I led worship that Sunday – it made me realize that I
needed to take a moment to discern what all that meant and how else God might
be calling me to be of further service to both the Synod and this church community. And – as I prayed before worship that Sunday morning ... I sat in Pastor
Elizabeth’s chair. And, it was a good feeling. A calming and comforting feeling.
That morning, especially because all of you were so warm and welcoming to me
as I served as your pastor – it made me think really hard.
I discerned ... I prayed some more ... and I could feel the Holy Spirit within me as
I knew that I needed to step up and fill the void in pastoral leadership here at Emmanuel’s Church – my church family. So – long story short – I agreed to the
Council’s and Synod’s suggestion to serve as short-term interim pastor and help
us all prepare for welcoming a regularly-called pastor – whenever God sends that
person to us. I officially began serving on September 15 and was officially announced as Interim Pastor at worship on September 19. And – it truly feels like
the right thing to do. It’s a calling from God to serve here. Thank you for your
welcoming response to my appointment. And when you have a chance – please
don’t hesitate to stop in to see me. I’ll be the one sitting in Pastor Elizabeth’s
chair.
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I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. – Philippians 4:13

Emmanuel’s Church Council is happy to
announce that effective September 15,
2021, The Rev. Paulette Obrecht has
been appointed to be our short-term Interim Pastor. Pastor Paulette has been a
member here at Emmanuel’s since 2014
and is familiar to many of our members.
Please welcome her in her new role with
us. We are extremely thankful and
blessed to have her with us.

Covid Update
Northampton County continues to be in the very high risk range. The Synod
office, with the Bishop’s full support, has resumed indoor masking regardless
of vaccination status. Effective immediately, Council has mandated that
our members resume indoor masking in our building, regardless of vaccination status, in order to keep our church family safe. We will continue
singing. In addition, please stay home if you’re sick and watch our services
online. Please get vaccinated if you’re medically able. Social distance. This is
a fluid situation, and constantly changing. We will continue to monitor the situation. Thank you.

8:45am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
10:00am Celebration Worship in Fellowship Hall
10:00am Sunday School
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services.
Each service will also be live-streamed and will be available on Emmanuel’s
Facebook page - see emmanuels.org or the weekly eNews for the link.
Dial-In Call 610-477-0100 to listen to our services at any time.
Bulletins/announcements for all services can be found on our website:
Emmanuels.org
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Bath Area Food Bank
During the month of October Emmanuel’s will help the
Bath Area Food Bank by collecting:

Boxed Mac and Cheese
Toilet Paper, Paper Towels
There is also an ongoing need for Ramen Noodles. They are no longer
accepting Jell-o or pudding.
Donations for the food bank can be dropped off in the vestibule to the
downstairs parlor or in the bins in Fellowship Hall or the upstairs
Gathering Area.
Grocery gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please
drop all gift cards in an envelope marked “Food Bank” into the lockbox
located on the wall in the vestibule or bring them to the church office
The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which
stretch farther than any amount of food that we can give.

Where to Donate:
Now that we are back to in-person worship most donations can
again be placed in labeled bins that can be found in Fellowship
Hall or the Gathering Area. We will, however, still utilize the
downstairs parlor vestibule for donations that you may wish to
drop off during the week (including offerings). During business hours (MondayFriday, 9am -3pm) the outside side red door into the downstairs parlor vestibule will
be unlocked. There will be bins inside the door for you to drop off any items you
wish to donate (Food Bank or other donations). There is also a lockbox to drop off
your envelopes and offerings.
Please feel free to drop off items at your convenience. The inside door into the building itself will remain locked. If you need assistance please call the church office (610
-837-1741).

Communion and Giving Record Reminder
In order to remain an active member on the church’s rolls, a person
must commune and give a contribution of record at least once in a calendar year.
Now that we are back at church please fill out a communion card for
2021. You only need to fill out one per year..
Also when contributing to the church, please use your offering envelopes or write a check or place money in an envelope with your name
and/or church envelope number on it. Thank you for making it easier to
keep our church records accurate.
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Sundays at 10:00am in Old Fellowship Hall
We are excited to have started Sunday School for children ages 3 to
8th grade on Sept 19! It is a time for our children to learn about
God's love and many other lessons from his work, our Bible.
But we need help! Please sign up for a time to be with our children
in grades 1-5. Please sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044aa8a723aafd0-sunday4
Any questions? Please contact Heather Bennett-Knerr at 610-3929750. Thank you for your help!

Monday Night Bible Study
The Men’s Group is now the Monday Night
Bible Study and EVERYONE is welcome to
attend. The group meets on Monday evenings at
7:00 pm in the Old Fellowship Hall.

Needlecrafters Group
If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other TUESDAY at 1:00
pm at the home of Susan Walker for stitching and fellowship. October
dates are 10/12 and 10/26 . Contact Susan Walker for more info.
All are welcome!

The Ladies Morning Bible Study is continuing to meet online via Zoom. Gloria
Wallery has organized the group and is
the host for this platform. They meet on
Thursday mornings at 10:30am and are
currently studying the book of Mark. Everyone is Welcome to join! Contact Gloria Wallery at gjwallery@gmail.com if you would like to join .
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First Communion Class Invitation
Tuesday, October 12
7:00pm in Old Fellowship Hall
This class, taught by Pastor Paulette Obrecht, is open to students from second grade on up whose parents have decided
that they are ready to receive the sacrament.
In the past, we have followed a suggestion made by the Lutheran Church in America more than 30 years ago to have
students wait until they are in the fifth grade or about 10 years
old. The ELCA is now leaving this decision up to individual
congregations and their pastors. We have decided at this
time to let parents work with the pastor to decide when is the
best time for their children to begin receiving communion. If
your child is younger than 2nd grade, please contact the
church office.
Students will receive their first communion on Sunday, October 17, 2021 and are welcome to worship with their families at whatever service the family chooses. We will recognize
all of the students by sharing their names at all of our services.
Communion is a gift given to us by Christ. We hope that gift
will be cherished and understood as a gift from God.

Deadline for the November Informer
articles is: Friday, October 15, 2021
8

Christ UCC (Little Moore), Covenant United Methodist
and Emmanuel's youth have been meeting together.
Youth are invited to participate in the following activities:
• October 10, 1:00pm at Christ UCC
• October 24, 1:00pm at Covenant UMC
If you are interested in youth events or just want more information please contact Andrea Roberts.

Did you know?.....Covenant UMC has a youth group for “younger kids”. Kids
ages 3-12 (pre-k thru 6th grade) meet once a month on a Friday evening, 68pm for dinner and an event. All “younger kids” from Emmanuel’s are invited to
attend
October 22
Decorate a Pumpkin
November 19 Make Thanksgiving Cards
December 17 Happy Birthday Jesus Party

A choral group has gathered under the leadership of
Bob Splittgerber. Rehearsals are on Wednesday
evenings at 7:30pm. They will be singing at the
8:45 traditional service in the sanctuary. Everyone
is welcome to join! Please contact Bob if you have
any questions.

Third Grade Bible Class
Following a long-standing tradition, the people of
Emmanuel's Church are ready to present 3rd graders
with a Bible of their own.

We would like to invite all 3rd graders and their
parents to a very important and special evening of
learning. Tuesday, October 5, 2021 beginning at
7:00pm in the old Fellowship Hall, we are offering "An Introduction to
the Bible for Third Graders". This is a wonderful opportunity to learn
about the most important book you will ever own and read. Pastor Paulette Obrecht will be teaching the class.
All 3rd graders should have received a letter. Please let the office know if
you have not received yours. Bibles will be handed out at the beginning
of the 10:00am Celebration Service in the Fellowship Hall on October 10.
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2021 Council Members
Kasper, Mercedes
mkasper1104@gmail.com
484-274-0435

Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.)
bob21645@aol.com
610-262-9576 *
© 610-216-2358

Lebron, Rachel
rmlebron1106@gmail.com
610-390-5072

Butz, Kristin, Secretary
scrapqueen1108 @
protonmail.com
484-241-8285

Milander, Kathy
kmilander1955@gmail.com
484-357-4759

Coccetti, Pete, Vice President
Pcoccetti@hotmail.com
© 610-417-2845 *

Miller, Winfield
winzcinabloo@gmail.com
570-778-3446

Fallenstein, Justin, President
Mountainroadlandscaping
@gmail.com
610-428-4102

Monroe, Karl
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com
© 484-894-2136 *

Fried, Jane
springtownpost@aol.com
610-703-9117

Roberts, Andrea
alr23579@gmail.com
484-908-5609

Honett, Paul
honettp@gmail.com
610-462-5266

Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer)
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com
© 610-597-0241*

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart
This ministry at Emmanuel's provides meals to anyone
from the congregation in times of need. Meals might be
needed after the birth of a baby, after surgery or hospitalization, or during a time of crisis. The more help we have, the less frequently our volunteers will need to provide meals. Please contact Michele Geiger by
phone (610-442-7680) or via email (mlgeiger520@gmail.com) if you'd
like to become a part of this ministry. Please contact the church office
or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.
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Financial Secretary Report for August 2021

Treasurer’s Report as of August 2021
Total General Fund Income
$ 182,552.
Total General Fund Expenses $ 184,896.
Expenses over Income
$
2,344.
A detailed Treasurer’s Report with expense listings can be found on the
bulletin board outside the church office.
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Options for Giving
Thank you for your faithful giving during the pandemic. Our members have
continued to support our church and other ministries, both monetarily and
with other donations. Now that we are back in person there are many ways
to continue giving:
1. Bring your offering to church with you on Sunday mornings
2. Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco (formerly Simply Giving) see Bob Bennett for information and/or forms.
3. Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions:
(3175 Valley View Dr. Bath PA 18014)
4. Drop your contribution into the lockbox located in the vestibule to the
downstairs parlor. It is on the wall to your right as you enter from the
outside.The vestibule is unlocked during normal business hours.
5. Use Text+Give (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)
Vanco Give+ Mobile App. Download the App and follow the prompts.
7. Donate directly from our website (www.emmanuels.org). Click on
the DONATE page and follow the prompts.
***A note about GIVE+ Mobile App and online donations through our website: Donating through the website will allow you to choose "Other" and then
to specify which special appeal you would like your donation to benefit. Unfortunately this feature is NOT available on the Mobile App. We are
working towards a solution to this issue - stay tuned for further updates.
If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please
contact the church office.

Thank you for helping!
Email Addresses and Phone Numbers
To help communication work more effectively, the church
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any
email address changes or if you move to the use of a cell
phone number as your main contact.
UPDATE: Your Redner’s Rewards Card
MUST be used to participate in this program.
Please remember to turn in your Redner’s receipts. All receipts are totaled and submitted to
Redner’s. A check will come to the church and
be deposited into the Youth Group account. If
you have any questions, please contact:
Cheryl Reeser at 610-759-6492.
3
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Worship Attendance for August 2021
Week
of

August 1

August 8

August 15

Celebration
8:45 am

Traditional
10:15 am

In Person

30

In-Person

39

In-Person

69

Online

25

Online

34

Online

59

In-Person

49

In-Person

41

In-Person

90

Online

58

Online

36

Online

94

In-Person

32

In-Person

54

Online

97

Online

In-Person
Online

22
114

One 9:30 am Service / Blessing of the Backpacks

August 22

In Person
Online

August 29

Total

64
83

211

In-Person

64

Online

83

In-Person

32

In-Person

25

In-Person

57

Online

56

Online

41

Online

97

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance: 67
Average Weekly Online Attendance: 109

Funerals
Edward N. Lavenburg, 71, passed to his eternal rest
on Tuesday, August 24, 2021. A funeral service was
held on August 30, 2021 at Schisler Funeral Home.
His final resting place is Mountain View Cemetery.
Donald R. Sobers, 85, passed to his eternal rest on Sunday, September
12, 2021. A funeral service was held on September 18, 2021 at Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church. Pastor Paulette Obrecht officiated. His
final resting place is Valley View Cemetery.

Are You in the Hospital?
When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a
family member to call the church office and let us know - so the pastor can
make sure to visit you before you are discharged. You can also tell them at
the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you are a member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.
Call the church office at 10-837-1741 and please leave a message if no one
answers.
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FROM THE EVANGELISM WORKSHOP
Debbie Fisher (paraphrased): "This has really
opened up the Scriptures to me."
Karl Monroe (an exact quote): "This has been
very challenging." He first made this remark
after the second week of daily Scripture readings, below.
"I will NEVER surrender!" That's how most of us probably feel when faced
with anything we believe threatens our liberty. Although Scripture tells us
about a new liberty which we have in Christ, such as freedom from Sin and
freedom to serve God and our neighbor, that uncomfortable word,
"Surrender," can still arouse in us that "I will never" response.
Here are some of the daily readings which aroused Karl's and Debbie's responses:
1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Mark 8:34-38; Matthew 10: 37; Galatians 2:19b 20; Revelation 2:10; Colossians 3:1-4; Romans 6:3-5. More on Baptism
next time.
The next Evangelism Workshop will begin in mid-October. It will be at a time
most convenient for those who sign up, probably in the early evening (7 PM).
Please sign up if you are interested in attending. Contact Bob Splittgerber (484
-262-0604) for more information.

Prayer Garden at the Pavilion
Prayer Partner Schedule:
Sunday: after worship
Monday: 9-10am
Tues/Wed/Thur: 5-6pm
Fri: 6-7pm
Sat: 12-1pm
If you would like to join the Prayer Partners or want more information,
please contact Deb Fisher (610-217-4195)

Coming in November…….
November 7: Celebrating All Saints Sunday
This is the day to give thanks to God for all of the saints
who have gone before us. We will remember those who
have died in Christ during this past year and also those
who have been baptized into Christ.
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October Bulletins

October Flowers

($6.00)

($25.00 per vase)

Oct 3
Traditional - Open
Celebration - In honor of the
Haas Grandchildren by Nana &
Pop-Pop (Cheryl & Walter Haas).

Oct 3
Traditional - In celebration of the
anniversary of Karl & Sue Monroe. In
memory of George Voorhees by Lois
Voorhees and family.
Celebration - In celebration of the
birthday of Cheryl Haas by Walter
Haas.

Oct 10
Traditional - In memory of
Fred Borger by his family.
Celebration - Open

Oct 10
Traditional - In memory of husband, Marlyn Hall, by Doris Hall In
memory of parents, Joe & Peggy Steiner by Linda Steiner.
Celebration - In celebration of the
61st anniversary of Pete & Sandy
Long.

Oct 17
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open
Oct 24
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open

Oct 17
Traditional - in celebration of the
37th anniversary of Kurt & Michele
Geiger. To the glory of God by Lynne
& Dave Ambrose
Celebration - Open

Oct 31
Traditional - Open
Celebration - In memory of the
birthday of great-grandmother
Shirley Reph by the Haas grandchildren.

Oct 24
Traditional - In honor of all essential workers by Kurt & Michele Geiger. In honor of all October birthdays
by Lynne & Dave Ambrose.
Celebration - In celebration of the
birthday of JT Moyer and in memory
of father, Warren Beil, by Carol &
Barry Moyer.
Oct 31
Traditional - In memory of loved
ones by Kurt & Michele Geiger. In
honor of Martin Luther by Lynne &
Dave Ambrose.
Celebration - In memory of the
birthday of Shirley Reph by Cheryl &
Walter Haas.

If you would like to sponsor altar
flowers (for either the Celebration or
the Traditional Service) or bulletins
for any Sunday in 2021 please call
the church office (610-837-1741) or
send an email emmanuelschurch@gmail.com).
Cost is $25 per vase for flowers.
Bulletins are $6 per Sunday.

October 31…. Reformation Sunday
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October Worship Volunteers
Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present,
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the
changes by Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.

Altar Care
Traditional

Oct 3
Celebration
Traditional

Oct 10
Celebration
Traditional

Oct 17
Celebration

Traditional

Oct 24
Celebration
Traditional

Oct 31
Celebration

8:45

Linda Steiner
Barbara Bennett

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Linda Steiner
Barbara Bennett

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Linda Steiner
Barbara Bennett

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Linda Steiner
Barbara Bennett

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Linda Steiner
Barbara Bennett

10:00

Bonnie H

Greeter

Ushers

8:45

Gary O’Brien
Cindy O’Brien

Gary O’Brien

10:00

8:45

10:00

Andrea Roberts

Andrea Roberts
Nancy Karc

Lynne Ambrose

8:45

Sue Monroe
Terry DeGroot

10:00

10:00

8:45

Paul Honett
Jane Fried

8:45

Mercedes Kasper Mercedes Kasper
Bill Kasper

8:45

Win Miller

10:00

10:00

Jane Loupos

Jane Loupos
Doreen Davidson

8:45

Barbara Bennett
Bob Bennett

Barbara Bennett

10:00

8:45

10:00

Andrea Roberts

Andrea Roberts
Dianne Schoenen

8:45

Jessie Hnatow

Susan Chenski
Dean Chenski

10:00

10:00

8:45

Wendy Whiteash Doreen Davidson
Wendy Whiteash

Reader
8:45

Nancy Marsh

10:00

Bonnie H.

8:45

Terry DeGroot

10:00

Amy Hower

8:45

Win Miller

10:00

Deb Fisher

8:45

Bob Splittgerber

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Dave Ambrose

10:00

Wendy Whiteash

Media
8:45

Win Miller

10:00

---------------

8:45

Karl Monroe

10:00

---------------

8:45

Jessie Hnatow

10:00

---------------

8:45

Sue Monroe

10:00

---------------

8:45

Lynne Ambrose

10:00

---------------

Miller-Keystone Blood Bank
When donating blood at Miller Keystone
Blood Bank please ask them to credit Emmanuel’s Bath and the code is 0656. This way we will receive credit for your
donation.
Help Wanted: Emmanuel’s is in need of someone to take over as our Blood
Drive Coordinator. It involves working with the Blood Center to set up our
blood drives twice a year. If you are interested in helping with this important
ministry please contact the church office.
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God's Work.
Our Hands.
Update
At Emmanuel’s, we celebrated God’s
Work. Our Hands Sunday by collecting articles and donations for assembling “Welcome Baskets” that are
given to teens who arrive at Valley
Youth House shelters.
Many teens
who come to their emergency shelter
have very little with them on arrival,
so these baskets provide sheets, towels
and toiletry items.
And, since VYH is celebrating their
50th anniversary this year, as we
kicked off our project in July we set a
goal of producing 50 baskets. People
were invited to raise money via the
50-day Walkathon and were also invited to donate clothing for a Clothing Drive.
Then, after worship on
September 12, GWOH Sunday, we
set up an assembly line to pull everything together.
By the end of the
morning, we celebrated that we had assembled 52 baskets – and had supplies
left over, too.
Next, we enjoyed the fellowship of a congregational picnic
where people offered additional monetary donations. What a great day!

Our God is truly a God of abundance.
Dear Members of Emmanuel’s,
Thank you SO much for the amazing Welcome Baskets for our
youth! They will be a big help and are much needed for when
new youth arrive at our sites. It's such a relief to be able to give them what they
will need during their stay, while providing a friendly introduction and welcome
to the youth. It really helps set the tone for their stay and provides comfort in
their hardship. Please pass along our appreciation to all who donated!
Thank you!
Emily A. Conners, M.S.
Valley Youth House
Associate Director, Development & Marketing
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Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9 AM – 3 PM
E-mail Address
Emmanuelschurch@gmail.com
Website
www.emmanuels.org
Fax
610-837-8267

Gloria Wallery, Sexton

Ministers
610-393-9713
570-620-8580
610-751-0908
610-837-1741
610-837-9250
484-282-0178

610-837-1741

The People of Emmanuel's Church
The Rev. Paulette Obrecht, Interim Pastor
Beth McElroy, Organist
Bobby Siegfried, Alt. Worship Music Coord.
Lynne Ambrose, Secretary

Emmanuel's Directory

Emmanuel's Lutheran Church
3175 Valley View Drive Bath, PA 18014-9465

Emmanuel....
God With Us

