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Why We Attend Church
from Pastor Paulette

A few years ago at a Synod Assembly, Professor Mark Allan Powell, professor of Biblical Studies at Trinity Seminary in Ohio, talked about two things: the importance of
reading the Bible, the Word of God – and the importance of attending church. He said
reading the Bible was an important Lutheran tradition. After all, Martin Luther took a
great risk by translating the Bible from Latin into German so that all families could read
and understand the Word of God. Other reformers had been put to death for such a
thing.
Luther once said that Lutherans are a “Jesus people.” Jesus is at the center of Lutheran
beliefs and it is the Bible that reveals Jesus, the Christ, to us. It brings us to Christ – and
it keeps us grounded in Christ. The Bible also reveals to us both Law and Gospel. And,
as we read certain verses, the same passage can serve as both Law and Gospel, depending on the reader and the reader’s situation. Reading the Word of God, according to
Professor Powell, can “comfort the afflicted or afflict the comfortable.” Hearing or
reading the Word of God increases and sustains our faith. It would be great to encourage one another to read the Bible more frequently.
The second thing we heard from Professor Powell was the importance of attending
church regularly. He gave us 3 specific reasons:
 You should attend church to worship God, to give thanks for all that God has given
us. After all, “It’s not about you” – it’s about God.
 You should attend church for other people. Other people enjoy seeing you at
church, participating with them. That’s what the body of Christ is all about. And,
the body has many parts to make it function. You are one of those parts.
 You should attend church because you do get something from it – even if you don’t
think so. You receive the Word of God – and you are strengthened by the presence
of Christ in the Lord’s Supper. As Isaiah said, God’s Word goes out and doesn’t
come back empty.

It would be great to encourage one another to attend worship more frequently.
Invite someone to attend church with you – today!
“The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a
church: every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we
don't, the parts we see and the parts we don't. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one 1part flourishes, every other part enters into
the exuberance.” – 1 Corinthians 12:25-26

8:45am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
10:00am Celebration Worship in Fellowship Hall
10:00am Sunday School
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services.
Each service will also be live-streamed and will be available on Emmanuel’s
Facebook page - see emmanuels.org or the weekly eNews for the link.
Dial-In Call 610-477-0100 to listen to our services at any time.
Bulletins/announcements for all services can be found on our website:
Emmanuels.org

Sundays at 10:00am
Old Fellowship Hall
We are excited to offer Sunday
School for children ages 3 to
8th grade! It is a time for our
children to learn about God's
love and many other lessons
from his work, our Bible.
We need help! Please sign up
for a time to be with our children in grades 1-5. Please sign
up online at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f044aa8a723aafd0sunday4
Any questions? Please contact
Heather Bennett-Knerr at 610392-9750.
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You're Invited:
Jesus: The Greatest Story
A 16-week series that journeys through
the four Gospels beginning the week of
January 18, 2022. The video series will
be posted each Monday by Trinity Lutheran Church, Robesonia, PA on its Facebook page. Each session will include
a narrated PowerPoint video including
inspirational Sand Art by renowned artist
Joe Castillo. Each lesson will be posted
for a week so you may view it at your
leisure. Members of all congregations
are encouraged to take advantage of this
learning experience.

Downstairs Parlor Clean-Up
The Property Committee is asking for your help
in the downstairs parlor in preparation for some
repairs and renovations. The first step is to clean
out the space so that we can better determine
where repairs need to be made and to formulate plans for renovations..
There will be a “Parlor Clean-Up Day” on Saturday, January 15 at
9:00am. Donuts, coffee and a dumpster will be provided. Please come
and help us reclaim this space!
The furniture currently in the parlor is available for the taking BUT…..it
MUST be removed by January 13. First come, First served.

Blessing of a Home during Epiphany
In the gospel of Matthew, it’s written that when the Wisemen noticed the star they followed stopped overhead,
they were “filled with joy. “On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother.”
As a way to celebrate Christ’s presence in our homes, it’s appropriate to
gather with family and friends to offer a blessing at the new year. Pastor
Paulette is available to come to the home of congregational members during
the season of Epiphany and offer the Service for the Blessing of a Home.
If you are interested in having your home blessed for 2022, please call the
church office (610-837-1741) to arrange a day and time for this occasion.
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Bath Area Food Bank
During the month of January Emmanuel’s will help the
Bath Area Food Bank by collecting:

Personal Care Items

(shampoo, deodorant, soap, etc.)
There is also an ongoing need for Ramen Noodles. They are no longer
accepting Jell-o or pudding.
Donations for the food bank can be dropped off in in the bins in Fellowship Hall or the upstairs Gathering Area. We are no longer collecting Food Bank items in the vestibule (red door).
Grocery gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please
drop all gift cards in an envelope marked “Food Bank” into the lockbox
located on the wall in the vestibule or bring them to the church office.
The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which
stretch farther than any amount of food that we can give.

Piano Available
The piano currently located in the upstairs parlor is
available to anyone who wants it. You must make
your own arrangements to have it moved. Please
contact Lynne in the office for details or if you are
interested.
UPDATE: Your Redner’s Rewards Card MUST be
used to participate in this program.
Please remember to turn in your Redner’s receipts.
All receipts are totaled and submitted to Redner’s. A
check will come to the church and be deposited into
the Youth Group account. If you have any questions,
please contact: Cheryl Reeser at 610-759-6492.
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When donating blood at Miller Keystone
Blood Bank please ask them to credit Emmanuel’s Bath and the code is 0656. This
way we will receive credit for your donation.
Help Wanted: Emmanuel’s is in need of someone to take over as our Blood
Drive Coordinator. It involves working with the Blood Center to set up our blood
drives twice a year. If you are interested in helping with this important ministry
please contact the church office.
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Prayer Partners

Prayer Partners have moved inside for the winter
months (Nov. into March).
Prayer Partners are available every weekday (Mon - Fri)
from 1:30 - 2:30pm in Old Fellowship Hall and on Sundays after worship.
The times are also listed on the monthly calendar.

Monday Night Bible Study
The Men’s Group is now the Monday Night Bible
Study and EVERYONE is welcome to attend. The
group meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in the
Old Fellowship Hall.

Needlecrafters
Group
If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other TUESDAY at 1:00 pm
at the home of Susan Walker for stitching and fellowship. January dates are
1/4, and 1/18. Contact Susan Walker for more info. All are welcome!

The Ladies Morning Bible Study is continuing to meet online via Zoom. Gloria
Wallery has organized the group and is
the host for this platform. They meet on
Thursday mornings at 10:30am. During
January they will zoom together for
“Meet, Greet and Tweet” meetings. They will also be deciding on their next
course of study. Everyone is Welcome to join! Contact Gloria Wallery
at gjwallery@gmail.com if you would like to join .

Yoga Classes

Denise from Creative Action Yoga will be holding a class in
the Fellowship Hall on Monday evenings at 5:30pm. She is
also offering a class on Thursday afternoons at 2:30pm.
Cost is $5 per class (pay as you go). Please bring a yoga
mat or towel and wear comfortable clothes.
All are welcome!
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EMMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES (Continued)

GOOD NEWS!
Council is pleased to announce that Pastor Paulette’s contract as our
Transitional Pastor has been extended until the end of August 2022.

Catechetical Class Reminders
After a slow start our Catechetical Classes are finally in full swing:
1st Year Class - being taught via Google Meet by Art Krieger. Be sure to
log on at 12 noon on the first Sunday of the month (1/2, 2/6, 3/6, 4/3, 5/1).
2nd Year Class - The retreat dates for the rest of 2022 are as follows:
Monday, January 17 Saturday, March 26
Saturday, May 21
Confirmation will be celebrated on Pentecost - Sunday, June 5, 2022.
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2022 Council Members
Lebron, Rachel
rmlebron1106@gmail.com
610-390-5072

Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.)
bob21645@aol.com
610-262-9576 *
© 610-216-2358

Milander, Kathy
kmilander1955@gmail.com
484-357-4759

Fallenstein, Justin, President
Mountainroadlandscaping
@gmail.com
610-428-4102

Miller, Winfield
winzcinabloo@gmail.com
570-778-3446

Fried, Jane
springtownpost@aol.com
610-703-9117

Monroe, Karl
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com
© 484-894-2136 *

Geiger, Alyssa
alyssakgeiger@gmail.com
610-442-7921

Roberts, Andrea
alr23579@gmail.com
484-908-5609

Himmelwright, Bonnie
delilahhoundsmom@yahoo.com
610-837-9209

Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer)
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com
© 610-597-0241*

Honett, Paul
honettp@gmail.com
610-462-5266

Wolf, Al
al@bergersanitation.com
484-221-1543

Kasper, Mercedes
mkasper1104@gmail.com
484-274-0435

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart
This ministry at Emmanuel's provides meals to anyone
from the congregation in times of need. Meals might be
needed after the birth of a baby, after surgery or hospitalization, or during a time of crisis. The more help we have, the less frequently our volunteers will need to provide meals. Please contact Michele Geiger by
phone (610-442-7680) or via email (mlgeiger520@gmail.com) if you'd
like to become a part of this ministry. Please contact the church office
or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.
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It’s time to put it all away……….

Christmas Undecorating
Wednesday, January 12 at 10:00am

Volunteer Clearances - It’s time to Update!
At the end of 2014 new laws took effect that required all employees and
volunteers working with children to receive background checks every five
years. These laws also put into place the new reality that our church volunteers are now mandated reporters if they become aware of or suspected
abuse or neglect toward a child. The laws requires these two background
clearances for ALL mandated reporters every 60 months (5 years) :
This year – 2022 – marks the time when most of Emmanuel’s volunteers
must update their clearances and turn them into the church office. A form
describing the process for obtaining clearances can be found on the table
in the back of Fellowship Hall. Volunteers who have obtained clearances
for their employment may bring copies of those clearances for our files. If
you have questions about this process or the laws requiring clearances,
please contact Pastor Paulette or the church office. Some helpful links:
Child Abuse History Clearance Form (CY-113) – Obtained from the Department of Human Services - Pennsylvania Child Welfare Information
Solution (state.pa.us)
Pennsylvania State Police Request for Criminal Record Check Form (SP4164) - Pennsylvania Access To Criminal History - Home (state.pa.us)
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Financial Secretary Report for November 2021

Treasurer’s Report as of November 2021
Total General Fund Income
$ 252,312.
Total General Fund Expenses $ 238,606.
Income over Expenses
$ 13,706.
A detailed Treasurer’s Report with expense listings can be found on the
bulletin board outside the church office.
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Options for Giving
Thank you for your faithful giving during the pandemic. Our members have
continued to support our church and other ministries, both monetarily and
with other donations. Now that we are back in person there are many ways
to continue giving:
1. Bring your offering to church with you on Sunday mornings
2. Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco (formerly Simply Giving) see Bob Bennett for information and/or forms.
3. Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions:
(3175 Valley View Dr. Bath PA 18014)
4. Drop your contribution into the lockbox located in the vestibule to the
downstairs parlor. It is on the wall to your right as you enter from the
outside.The vestibule is unlocked during normal business hours.
5. Use Text+Give (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)
6. Vanco Give+ Mobile App. Download the App and follow the prompts.
NOTE: This app is being discontinued by Vanco. Please download
their NEW APP: Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement.
7. Donate directly from our website (www.emmanuels.org). Click on
the DONATE page and follow the prompts.
***A note about GIVE+ Mobile App and online donations through our website: Donating through the website will allow you to choose "Other" and then
to specify which special appeal you would like your donation to benefit. Unfortunately this feature is NOT available on the Mobile App. We are
working towards a solution to this issue - stay tuned for further updates.
If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please
contact the church office.

Thank you for helping!

2021 Yr-End Financial Statements
Sign-up sheets are located on the table in the Gathering
Area and Fellowship Hall to receive your year-end financial statement. You can also call the church office to
let us know that you would like one. You must sign up
or call the office in order to receive one. Statements
will be mailed to the address we have on file. If you
have any questions, please contact Bob Bennett.
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Communion and Giving Record Reminder
In order to remain an active member on the church’s rolls, a person
must commune and give a contribution of record at least once in a calendar year.
Now that we are back at church please fill out a communion card for
2022. You only need to fill out one per year..
Also when contributing to the church, please use your offering envelopes or write a check or place money in an envelope with your name
and/or church envelope number on it. Thank you for making it easier to
keep our church records accurate.

Annual Report Reminder
Just a reminder that all annual reports are due to the
church secretary by January 28, 2022. If you are a
church officer or head of a ministry/committee,
please check your email for items you are responsible for. Submit reports to the office or email to:
emmanuelschurch@gmail.com

OH, THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS ...
You get up on a Sunday morning, look out the window and see
nothing but white, or your street is a sheet of ice … you wonder if Sunday School and/or the Worship Service has been cancelled because of this “inclement weather”. To make sure:
1. Go to WFMZ Channel 69 & watch for Emmanuel’s
Lutheran, Bath on the crawl at the bottom of the screen
2. Check updated message on church answering machine at
610-837-1741
3. Check Emmanuel’s website at www.emmanuels.org

Deadline for the February Informer
articles is: Monday, January 17, 2022.
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Worship Attendance for November 2021
Sunday
School

Week
of

9

(All Saints
Sunday)

5

Nov. 14

--------

14

Nov. 7

Nov. 21
(Cong.
Meeting)

Nov. 28

Traditional
8:45 am

Celebration
10:00 am

Total

In-Person

46

In-Person

48

In-Person

94

Online

53

Online

38

Online

91

In-Person

32

In-Person

35

In-Person

67

213

Online

Online

132

One Service at 9:30
82

In-Person

In-Person
Online
In-Person

Online

Online

143
20

116

Online

In-Person

Online

40

130

In-Person

Online

345
82
143
60

246

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance: 76
Average Weekly Online Attendance: 206

Are You in the Hospital?
When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a
family member to call the church office and let us know - so the
pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged. You can also tell
them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you are a member
of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.
Call the church office at 610-837-1741 and please leave a message if no one
answers.

Funerals
Anthony Hnatow, 92, passed to his eternal rest on
Sunday, November 28, 2021. He and his wife Betty,
who passed away previously, will be buried in the
spring.
Betty A. Wambold, 78, passed to her eternal rest on Wednesday, December 1, 2021. A funeral service was held on Tuesday, December 7,
2021 at George G. Bensing Funeral Home. Pastor Paulette Obrecht
officiated at the service. Her final resting place is Mountain View
Cemetery.
William R. Witmer, 74, passed to his eternal rest on Tuesday, December 7, 2021. A funeral service was held on Tuesday, December 14,
2021 at George G. Bensing Funeral Home. Pastor Paulette Obrecht
officiated at the service. His final resting place is Mountain View
Cemetery.
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January Flowers
($25.00 per vase)

Jan 2
Traditional - In honor of the people of Emmanuel’s Church by Paulette
Obrecht.
Celebration - In honor of God’s
Blessings by Doreen Davidson.
Jan 9
Traditional - In honor of the 90th
birthday of Pearl Silfies by Al and
Karen Miller
Celebration - Open
Jan 16
Traditional - .In memory of cousin
Maryann Siter by Linda Steiner
Celebration - Open
Jan 23
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open
Jan 30
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open

January Bulletins

($6.00)
Jan 2
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open

Jan 9
Traditional - In honor of the 90th
birthday of Pearl Silfies by Al and
Karen Miller
Celebration - Open
Jan 16
Traditional - .Open
Celebration - Open

Jan 23
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open
Jan 30
Traditional - Open
Celebration - Open

.

Altar Flowers / Bulletins 2022
Emmanuel’s has moved to online sign-ups for 2022 Altar Flowers and bulletins for our weekly services utilizing Sign Up Genius. There are two separate
sign-ups - one for the 8:45am Traditional Service and one for the 10:00am
Celebration Service. The online addresses are long and cumbersome so the
best way to access Sign Up Genius is by using the links that are listed in the
weekly eNews or on our website (www.emmanuels.org).
If you don’t have computer access or are uncomfortable using Sign Up Genius, please do not hesitate to call Lynne in the church office (610-837-1741)
with your requests. She will be more than happy to take your information and
enter it into the online system.
Just a reminder - as of January 1, 2022 whenever there are no “live” flower
sponsors at either of the services, silk flower arrangements will be used in
their place. If we have no sponsor at the contemporary service, a silk arrangement will be displayed. If there are no sponsors at all upstairs, two silk arrangements will be used at the altar. If we have a sponsor for one vase of live
flowers upstairs on any given week, Emmanuel’s will purchase the second live
arrangement (which will provide matching flowers at the altar). The extra arrangement can be then delivered to a shut-in if appropriate. In recent years,
we’ve had fewer flower sponsors, which in turn, means the church has been
responsible for the added expense. So if you want to see “live” flowers on the
altars please sponsor them!
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January Worship Volunteers
Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present,
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the
changes by Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.

Altar Care
Traditional

Jan 2
Celebration
Traditional

Jan 9
Celebration
Traditional

Jan 16
Celebration

Traditional

Jan 23
Celebration
Traditional

Jan 30
Celebration

8:45

Karl & Sue
Monroe

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Karl & Sue
Monroe

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Karl & Sue
Monroe

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Karl & Sue
Monroe

10:00

Bonnie H

8:45

Karl & Sue
Monroe

10:00

Bonnie H

Greeter

Ushers

8:45

Dean Chenski
Susan Chenski

Reader

8:45

Jessie Hnatow

10:00

10:00

Jane Loupos

Wendy Whiteash
Jane Loupos

8:45

Jane Fried
Paul Honett

8:45

Jessie Hnatow

10:00

Bonnie H.

8:45

Jane Fried

10:00

10:00

Nancy Karc

Nancy Karc
Krista Kreiger

8:45

Gary O’Brien

Cindy O’Brien
Gary O’Brien

10:00

10:00

8:45

Bob Bennett
Barbara Bennett

8:45

Nancy Marsh

10:00

Amy Hower

8:45

Mercedes Kasper Mercedes Kasper
Bill Kasper

8:45

Lois Voorhees

10:00

Deb Fisher

8:45

Terry DeGroot

10:00

10:00

Nancy Karc

Dianna Schoenen
Nancy Karc

8:45

Win Miller
Lynne Ambrose

8:45

Terry DeGroot

10:00

Bonnie H.

8:45

Win Miller

10:00

10:00

Jane Loupos

Wendy Whiteash
Jane Loupos

8:45

Bob Splittgerber

10:00

Amy Hower

Media
8:45

Karl Monroe

10:00

---------------

8:45

Michele Geiger

10:00

---------------

8:45

Win Miller

10:00

---------------

8:45

Jessie Hnatow

10:00

---------------

8:45

Sue Monroe

10:00

---------------

Thank You Note Received….


Dear Members of Emmanuel’s,

Thank you for all of the cards and well wishes; your kind words were
much appreciated. We treasure our memories with Joanne & Kevin,
God Bless you,
Alfred, Edward & Rochelle
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Registration for Summer 2022 Opens on January 3rd!

Emmanuel’s will once again be providing $200 sponsorships for each
camper from our congregation - be sure to use sponsorship code
ELMB22 to claim this benefit. Please contact the church office if you
will be attending camp this summer.
If your child wishes to attend camp and you are having financial difficulties, please
contact the church office for some ways we may be able to help.
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Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9 AM – 3 PM
E-mail Address
Emmanuelschurch@gmail.com
Website
www.emmanuels.org
Fax
610-837-8267

Gloria Wallery, Sexton

Ministers
610-393-9713
610-751-0908
610-837-1741
610-597-8003
484-282-0178

610-837-1741

The People of Emmanuel's Church
The Rev. Paulette Obrecht, Interim Pastor
Bobby Siegfried, Director of Music
Lynne Ambrose, Secretary

Emmanuel's Directory

Emmanuel's Lutheran Church
3175 Valley View Drive Bath, PA 18014-9465

Emmanuel....
God With Us

