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2 Advent                                     December 4, 2022 
 
Announcements and Parish Concerns 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come before the living God in confession. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to 
you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep inside.  To 
you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the 
radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is 
washed away in the river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one 
who nurtures all creation.  Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here,  Jesus 
Christ, our savior  Amen.    
 

Let all who await his coming prepare the way of the Lord! 
We are here to prepare a place in our hearts for Jesus’ birth! 
 

 Let's join in praising our Lord Jesus! 
 
Hymn   ELW  (red book)  264  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 

1Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:  Refrain 
 

Refrain:  Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
 

2God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

3Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 

4His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzen, © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.;  
Music: Swedish Folk Tune. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554. 
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Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.          
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 
your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 
You  may be seated. 
 
Candle-lighting Prayer 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.  You fasten 
righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.  Bless us 
as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your 
justice in the paths we prepare.  We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or 
destroy over all the earth.  Amen. 
 
Candle-lighting Hymn   ELW  (red book)  240  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
 

(Sung by the Congregation) 
 

2Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, © 1984 Fortress Press  All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554. 
 
First Lesson:  Isaiah 11: 1-10  A shoot shall come out from the stock of 
Jesse,  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The spirit of the LORD shall rest 
on him,  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in 
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what 
his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth,  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  The 
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.    
nrsv 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Second Lesson:   Romans 15: 4-13   For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Welcome one another, therefore, 
just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ 
has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will 
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again he 
says, ‘Rejoice,  Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles,  and let all the peoples praise him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of 
Jesse shall come,  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 
hope.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    nsrv 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God  
 
Response:  Please stand and Sing:         Tune:  ELW  264 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley / a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

Gospel Lesson: The Good News of Our Lord Jesus Christ!  
The Good News according to St. Matthew the 3rd   Chapter.  
Glory to You, O Lord. 

Matthew 3: 1-12  In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’  This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’  
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  ‘I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with* the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-
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floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’  nsrv 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
You may be seated 
 
Sermon;  Pastor Paulette Obrecht 
 
Hymn   ELW   (red book)  250  "Blessed Be the God of Israel" 
 

1Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree. 
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 
 

2With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 
that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise, 
in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 
 

3My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way, 
to tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway. 
Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease 
to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: English Folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams, Arr. © 
Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554. 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed      

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church  
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 
 

                  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord, shaking hands or embracing and saying "The 
Peace of the Lord be with you" After sharing God's peace, you may be seated.  

 
Musical Offering:     “Carol of the Advent”      Philip R. Dietterich 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Offertory Response  (Tune: Greensleeves, WOV 701) 

What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven. 
O taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given!  

 
 Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray together:  
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 
ground.  Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and 
justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
Preface to Communion 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right and good …… join their unending hymn. 
 
Sanctus   (Tune:  “Hark ! The Herald Angels Sing  LBW  60) 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of hosts, by all adored! 
Heav’n and earth cannot contain all the glory of Your name! 
Hail Hosanna, God most high! Blest is Christ who soon draws nigh 
In the name of God the King! Hallelujahs glad we sing; 
Hail, Hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord, to You! 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into     
             temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom and  
             the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
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Invitation to the Table 
Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you..  Amen! 
 
You may be seated 
You are invited to Commune at our Table 
Emmanuel's Church practices open communion, inviting all who are baptized and 
believe in the presence of Christ in the bread and wine to come to receive 
communion here. 

 
Instructions for Today's Communion 
One side of the sanctuary will be communed at a time.  When your pew is released 
by the usher please move to the side aisle.  You will take a glass from the tray as you 
proceed to the altar area. The Pastor will offer the wafer and you may eat it after 
receiving it,  Gluten-free wafers are available – please let the Pastor know if you need 
one.  You will then proceed to the communion assistant who will pour wine into your 
communion glass. Grape juice is also available – please let the server know if you 
prefer it.   Once you receive it and drink it, you may return to your seat via the center 
aisle, placing your used glass in the gold bucket found in the first pew.  
 

Children are Welcome, Too! 
Children who have not received instruction for first Holy Communion are welcome to 
come to the altar to receive a blessing. 
 
 
Sharing of communion for those attending online: 

Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Hymn During Communion:      ELW (red book)        287       272 
 

 
After all have communed, at the Pastor's invitation: Please stand 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
keep you in his grace.   Amen 
 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 
earth in the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your 
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
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Benediction:   
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 
of the Holy Spirit,  bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn   ELW  (red book)  249  "On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry" 
 

1On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
4Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more; 
oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 
 
5All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 
 
Sending Forth to Serve  
Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
+ The liturgy is reprinted from the LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP, copyright  1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
+ From Sundays & Seasons, copyright  2022 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for use only between  
November 27, 2022  and November 26, 2023 
 


