
Celebration!                                                              Advent 2 

                                                                                                                            December 4, 2022   
 
 
 

Musical Offering:     “Carol of the Advent”      Philip R. Dietterich 
 
 
Advent Candlelighting: 
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the second candle on this wreath, 
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our 
hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.  
   

The second Advent candle is lighted 
 
 
You Are Emmanuel           
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel (repeat) 
 

You are the Rock that will not fall, you are the God above us all, O Lord you are Emmanuel 
You are Messiah who has come, you are the long awaited One, O Lord you are Emmanuel 
            

Emmanuel  - among us and within us - Emmanuel - to earth you freely came 
To overcome our evil, to dwell among your people - Emmanuel we praise your name   
 

You are the Bright and Morning Star, you are the Healer of our hearts, Oh Lord you are Emmanuel 
You are the song the angels sing, you are the mighty King of kings, O Lord you are Emmanuel 
 

Emmanuel - We praise your name - We praise your name – rejoice! 
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Come, Lord Jesus, Hope of the World.  Come, Lord Jesus, enter into our hearts today. 
 
 

Build Up 
Chorus: Build up, prepare the way 
 Remove the obstructions from my people's way 
 Build up, prepare the way 
 God is near, God is here today 
 
1Break the chains of injustice    2God sees all our destruction 
Let the oppressed go free     How we get in love's way 
Share our homes with the homeless   Still God comes and meets us 
and our bread with the hungry (Chorus)   with a steady, healing embrace (Chorus) 
 
Bridge: 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn and your healing will break into song (Chorus) 
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson ©1995 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. CCLI License # 1162893 

 

 
We Gather to Worship 
We come with great expectation to await the coming Messiah. 
All creation waits with great longing for the Son of God. 
As John the Baptist cried in the wilderness, "Prepare the  way of the Lord." 
We are here to prepare a place in our hearts for his coming. 
 



 
Prayer 
Let us pray together: O God of John the Baptist, through such faithful ones you proclaim the 
unfolding of future joy and renewed life. Strengthen our hearts to believe your advent promise 
that one day we will walk in the way of Christ, where sorrow and sighing will be no more and the 
journey of God’s people will be joy.  Amen. 
 
 
Announcements and Parish Concerns 
 

 
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 3: 1-12   
 

 
Sermon:  Pastor Paulette Obrecht  
 

 
Messiah 
Someone's shouting from the desert. Someone's shouting from the sea. 
Someone's shouting from the mountain. Someone's shouting from the valley. Chorus 
 

Chorus  Messiah, Come and be our King. Messiah, come come and be our King. 
 

Someone's shouting from the city. I am young and I am cold. 
Someone's shouting from the country. I am lonely I am old. Chorus 
 

Someone's shouting I am broken. Someone's shouting make me whole. 
Someone's shouting come and change me. Someone's shouting save my soul. Chorus 
"Messiah", words and music by Larry Olson Copyright 1989 Dakota Road Music CCLI License # 1162893 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Let us join together to affirm our faith: I believe in God, who has created all life and continues to create 
new life within me. I believe in Jesus of Nazareth, the son of a carpenter, who was born to Mary 
through a miracle of God. I believe Jesus is true God and true man at the same time. 
I believe Jesus lived, died, and was resurrected to pay the price for my sin, and  I will live together 
with him for all eternity. I believe God lives with me through the Holy Spirit. I believe the Holy 
Spirit calls me to the true faith, sustains me in times of great despair and leads me to the true 
knowledge of Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and Life. I believe the Holy Spirit has given me gifts to 
use within the body of Christ, and these gifts bring completeness as I worship and serve in Jesus' 
name. Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of God’s People 
 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
The prophets and John the Baptist call us to turn away from sin, to amend our lives and hold fast to the 
promises of God. As we prepare for Christ's coming, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Faithful God, we confess to you that we have not trusted your signs of hope in our midst. We  look 
for easier answers. We give up too quickly; we grow impatient in our waiting. Forgive us for 
turning away from you and from one another. Forgive us for failing to trust that you are with us. 
 

Sisters and brothers, God is faithful and will not hold our sins against us. God's grace is larger than our 
forgetfulness and deeper than our despair. God forgives us all our sins and grants us newness of life. Even now 
God's grace is springing up within us like a tender plant. Behold: Now is the day of salvation.   Amen. 
   

 



 
Sharing God’s Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord, shaking hands or embracing and saying “The Peace of the Lord be with you” 
 
 

Holy Communion 
We declare Jesus is the Messiah and we come to his table of grace. 
Jesus is the true gift of love from God.  
 
 

 
Words of Institution 
  
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary form) 
Let us pray in the words that Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
 
Sharing of communion for those attending online: 

Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
 
Come to the Lord’s Table 
All who seek the presence of Jesus Christ at God’s table of grace are welcome to come and receive God’s forgiveness in 
Holy Communion.  
 

Please move towards the altar via the center aisle being sure to take a glass from the trays.  The Pastor will offer the wafer 
and you may eat it after receiving it.  Gluten-free wafers are available; please let the Pastor know if you need one.  You will 
then proceed to the communion assistant who will pour the wine into your glass.  Grape juice is also available. Please let 
the server know if you prefer it.  Once you receive it and drink it, you may return to your seat via the side aisles, placing your 
used glass in the gold bucket found at the end of the first row. 
 

Children are Welcome, Too! 
Children who have not received instruction for first Holy Communion are welcome to come to the altar to receive a blessing. 
 
 
Following Communion: Blessing and Prayer 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen   
 
 

Let us pray.  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 
and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us 
by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace.     Amen 
 

 
 



 
Prepare Ye The Way 
1The Word of the Lord came one evening  2Repent of seeking vain glories 
Concerning his bride's great sin    Thru the gifts in the Lord's name you give 
So he sent down his Word to renew her   Repent of all the first stones cast to kill 
To prepare for the Bridegroom again   While your own self-righteousness lives 
 
Chorus Prepare ye the way of the Lord   3The Word said repent and turn from your striving  
 Prepare ye the way of the kingdom  Repent and turn from your hatred   
 Prepare ye the way     Repent of the doctrines of men that divide 
 Prepare ye the way of the Lord   And tear like your wedding gown rends   
 
4Walk in his love as newborn children   5The Word of the Lord came one evening 
Walk in his love let the wedding gown mend  Concerning his bride's great sin 
Walk in his love in humility    He assured me we will be forgiven 
Come with pure hearts     And then let the marriage begin chorus 
And cast down your cares to the wind chorus 
John Michael Talbot CCLI Song #223800 © 1977 Birdwing Music / BMG Songs, Inc. All rights Reserved. CCLI License #1162893 
 

 
We Go Out To Serve 
Go in Peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 


