
Celebration!                                          January 29, 2023 
  Epiphany 4 

 
 
Musical Offering:   “Yours Is the Kingdom”    Cindy Berry 
 

 
 
Bless the Lord 
All who gather in the holy place, bless the Lord 
All who call upon the God who saves, bless the Lord 
If your sins have been washed away, bless the Lord 
If you stand only by his grace, bless the Lord 
 

Chorus Bless the Lord, Oh my soul; Bless the Lord, Oh my soul 
 And let everything within me, let everything within me 
 Let everything within me bless the Lord 
 

We'll sing an anthem to his beautiful name, bless the Lord 
Join the heavens and the earth proclaim, bless the Lord 
His mercy is great and his love endures, bless the Lord 
Our faith is strong and our hope is sure, bless the Lord Chorus 
 

Ending At all times, at all times I will bless the Lord  Repeat 3 times 
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This is the day that the Lord has made.      Let us rejoice and be glad in it ! 
 
 
All The People Said Amen 
You are not alone if you are lonely - when you feel afraid you're not the only 
We are all the same in need of mercy to be forgiven and be free 
It's all you got to lean on but thank God it's all you need 
 

Chorus And all the people said amen whoa - and all the people said amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for his love never ends and all the people said amen 

 

If you're rich or poor well it don't matter,  weak or strong you know love is what we're after 
We're all broken but we're all in this together - God knows we stumble and fall 
And he so loved the world he sent his son to save us all  chorus 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart - blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart 
Blessed are the people hungry for another start for theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God chorus 
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We Gather to Worship 
Jesus calls us and blesses us 
and teaches us that God’s ways can be the opposite of what we expect. 
God’s love embraces us 
even when we fall short of what God desires for our lives and actions. 
Know that the God of blessing loves and forgives us with a fierce tenderness. 
and in so knowing, may our lives and souls be transformed. 
 



Do Justice     Chorus: 
1Racing around, chasing idols   Do justice, love mercy, 
unfulfilled empty vessels    walk humbly with our God, 
World on the edge, out of control,  with our God 
will we survive, God only knows 
 
2People broken, falling pieces,  3Deadly hunger, desperate crying, 
dignity lost, loving ceases    wounded living , children dying 
Hopeless eyes, lonely faces,   Nails in the flesh, piercing fear,  
yearning hearts, hurting places Chorus why can't we see Christ hanging here Chorus 
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Julie Hennies Clark ©1991 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 1162893 
 

 
Prayer 
Let us pray together:  O God, we thank you for Jesus' teachings. We thank you for the blessings of 
the Beatitudes, and for the wonderful surprises they bring us, about what it means for your 
church to live in your kingdom. Help us by your Spirit to hear your word in scripture, and to 
follow your way in our lives. Make us salt and light to your world. Amen. 
 

 
Announcements and Prayer Concerns 
 
 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1-12 
 
 

Sermon: Pastor Rachel Hacker 
 
 
Desert Song 
This is my prayer in the desert, when all that's within me feels dry 
This is my prayer and my hunger in me. My God is the God who provides 
And this is my prayer in the fire, in weakness or trial or pain 
There is a faith proved of more worth than gold. So refine me Lord through the flames 
 
Chorus I will bring praise, I will bring praise, no weapon formed against me shall remain 
 I will rejoice, I will declare, God is my victory and He is here 
 
And this is my prayer in my battle, when triumph is still on its way 
I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ, so firm on His promise I'll stand 
 
Bridge All of my life, in every season 
 You are still God, I have a reason to sing, I have a reason to worship 

(repeat x3) 
 
And this is my prayer in the harvest, when favor and providence flow 
I know I'm filled to be emptied again. This seed I've received I will sow 
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Affirmation of Faith  
Let us join together to affirm our faith: 
We believe in God, who has created all life and continues to create new life within us. We believe 
in Jesus, son of God, son of man, the Savior of the world. By his life, his death and his 
resurrection from the grave, we can know the true depth of human possibility and experience the 
true joy of abundant life. We believe the Holy Spirit is present now and always, calling us to faith, 
giving us gifts, and empowering us for service. We believe the church is the community of faith 
called to experience the fullness of life through God's Word made flesh in Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Prayers of God’s People 



 

Confession 
Life is full of blessings, but too often we make ourselves satisfied with that which is only 
superficial happiness. Forgive us for spending life in a struggle to be happy when true happiness 
comes by putting our trust in you. Grant us the blessings that belong to those who gladly live as 
your children, that joy may become our true nature. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance  
Even before we were born, God knew us. God has always been with us. Place your trust in God's blessings and 
forgiving love. Rejoice! In the name of Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven! Amen.  
 
 
Holy Communion 
Welcome to the celebration! God supplies for our every need and gives us this meal to share. 
God, we thank you for the bread of eternal life. 
 

 
Words of Institution 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary form) 
Let us pray in the words that Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
 
These are the gifts of God, given for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Sharing of communion for those attending online: 

Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Come to the Lord’s Table 
All who seek the presence of Jesus Christ at God’s table of grace are welcome to come and receive God’s forgiveness in 
Holy Communion.  
 

Please move towards the altar via the center aisle being sure to take a glass from the trays.  The Pastor will offer the 
wafer and you may eat it after receiving it.  Gluten-free wafers are available; please let the Pastor know if you need one.  
You will then proceed to the communion assistant who will pour the wine into your glass.  Grape juice is also available. 
Please let the server know if you prefer it.  Once you receive it and drink it, you may return to your seat via the side aisles, 
placing your used glass in the gold bucket found at the end of the first row. 
 

 
Children are Welcome, Too! 
Children who have not received instruction for first Holy Communion are welcome to come to the altar to receive a blessing. 
 
Following Communion: Blessing and Prayer 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen   
 
 

Let us pray.  Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table.  Renew our 
strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 
 
 



 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look on you with favor  and give you peace.   Amen 
 

 
Trading My Sorrows 
I'm trading my sorrows     I'm trading my sickness 
I'm trading my shame     I'm trading my pain 
I'm laying them down for the joy of the Lord  I'm laying it down for the joy of the Lord 
 
   We say yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord 
   Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord 
   Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord Amen 
 
I'm pressed but not crushed    I am blessed beyond the curse  
persecuted not abandoned    for his promise will endure 
Struck down but not destroyed   That his joy's gonna be my strength 
 
Though the sorrow may last for the night - His joy comes with the morning 
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We Go Out To Serve 
Go in Peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God!          


