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5 Lent                                                                                        March 26, 2023 
 
Announcements and Parish Concerns 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace.  Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and 
God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings.  Too often we neglect 
and do not trust your holy word;  we take for ourselves instead of giving to 
others;  we spoil rather than steward your creation;  we cause hurt though 
you call us to heal;  we choose fear over compassion.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news:  God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that 
all may receive life.  This promise is for you!  God embraces you with divine 
mercy,  forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  
Amen. 
 
Let's join in praising our Lord! 
 
Hymn   ELW   (red book)   886 "Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing" 
 

1Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
  
2My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 
 
3The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease, 
sings music in the sinner's ears, brings life and health and peace. 
 
4He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 
5Look unto him, your Savior own, O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace! 
 
6To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever giv'n 
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav'n. 
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Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.          
 
Kyrie Tune of  ELW  (red book)  599  “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 
   

         Have mercy on us Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
        We come to hear your living Word; it saves us from despair. 
 

         Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
         Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

         Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 
         Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together:  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us 
all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we 
may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 
days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
You  may be seated. 
 
First Lesson:  Ezekiel 37: 1-14   The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O 
Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he 
said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD."   nrsv 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Second Lesson:  Romans 8: 6-11  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law - indeed it cannot, and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you.   nrsv 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Response:  Please stand and sing 
 

                  Tune of ELW  (red book)  494  "For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
 
 

                   We are turning, Lord, to hear you; you are merciful and kind! 
                   Slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined. 
 

Gospel Lesson: The Good News of Our Lord Jesus Christ!  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 11th  Chapter.  
Glory to You, O Lord.   
 

John 11: 1-45  Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom 
you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it 
is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let 
us go to Judea again." The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." After saying 
this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 
The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him." Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."  When Jesus arrived, he found 
that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to 
her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world."  When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you." And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
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come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you 
laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, 
"See how he loved him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?"  Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." When he had said 
this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind 
him, and let him go."  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him.  nrsv 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon;  Pastor Rachel Hacker     
 

Hymn   ELW  (red book)  666  “What Wondrous Love is This” 
 

1What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

2When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Text: North American folk hymn  Music W. Walker, Southern Harmony;  arr. Paul Jl. Christiansen  
Arr. © 1955. Augsburg Publishing House  All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-707554. 
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Apostles’ Creed      

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
of creation. 
 

Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior..  Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord, shaking hands or embracing and saying "The 
Peace of the Lord be with you" After sharing God's peace, you may be seated.  
 
Musical Offering:  “Lord, Is It I?”   Billy D. Martin / Joseph M. Martin 
                                
Offering 
 

Offering Response    Please stand and sing   
  

 Tune: ELW (red book) 351 “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  
 

 Receive our valued treasures, O God of love and grace, 
 and may our hearts take pleasure, Christ’s footsteps to retrace. 
 Lord, keep us from reliance on treasures of the earth. 
 May we find true abundance as heaven grants rebirth. 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 
faithful service for the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive 
you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, 
the wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Preface to Communion 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right .....we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus   (Tune: "Go to Dark Gethsemane" ELW (red book) 347) 
 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord. God of power and might adored!   
 Heav'n and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name!  
  With the heav'nly host we sing; praise to our eternal King. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into     
             temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom and  
             the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
Invitation to the Table 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  Amen! 
 

You may be seated 
 

You are invited to Commune at our Table 
Emmanuel's Church practices open communion, inviting all who are baptized and believe 
in the presence of Christ in the bread and wine to come to receive communion here. 

 

Instructions for Today's Communion 
One side of the sanctuary will be communed at a time.  When your pew is released by the 
usher please move to the side aisle.  You will take a glass from the tray as you proceed to 
the altar area. The Pastor will offer the wafer and you may eat it after receiving it,  Gluten-
free wafers are available – please let the Pastor know if you need one.  You will then 
proceed to the communion assistant who will pour wine into your communion glass. Grape 
juice is also available – please let the server know if you prefer it.   Once you receive it 
and drink it, you may return to your seat via the center aisle, placing your used glass in the 
gold bucket found in the first pew.  
 

Children are Welcome, Too! 
Children who have not received instruction for first Holy Communion are welcome to come 
to the altar to receive a blessing. 
 

Sharing of communion for those attending online: 
Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
Hymn During Communion:      ELW (red book)      485    465 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and  
keep you in his grace.   Amen 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  With the 
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 
neighbors and touch the world with your love.  Amen. 
 

Benediction:  
God, the giver of love,  Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit 
of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 
Hymn   ELW  (red book)  339  "Christ, the Life of All the Living”  
 

1Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe: 
through your suff'ring, death, and merit  life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 
2You have suffered great affliction and have borne it patiently, 
even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; 
for you chose to be tormented that my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

3Then, for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore, 
for the anguish in the garden, I will thank you evermore; 
thank you for the groaning, sighing, for the bleeding and the dying, 
for that last triumphant cry, praise you evermore on high. 
 

Sending Forth to Serve  
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
+ The liturgy is reprinted from the LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP, copyright  1978, by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
+ From Sundays & Seasons, copyright  2022 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for use only between  
November 27, 2022  and November 26, 2023 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover art:  UNBIND HIM  by Hannah Garrity   Inspired by John 11:1-45   
Paper lace over oil paint on linen 
As I met with this text, I was drawn to Jesus’ call for Lazarus to be unbound. To represent the fabrics 
used in preparation for burial, I wrapped a canvas in linen. You’re not really supposed to do that. The 
canvas was already stretched and gessoed. It was ready to resist the oil paint medium I was 
applying. However, the texture of the binding cloth matters for this tactile text. I began to scrape the 
paint onto the woven strands. The linen fabric absorbed the paint as I scraped it on with a palette 
knife. In the final image, the linen shows through the paint and the paper lace design, representing 
the bindings.  Jesus’ call for unbinding also includes the community. The foreshortened hands of the 
community, tasked with unbinding his body, reach in toward Lazarus. They reach through the 
concentric binding lines so that he can go free. Can these bones live?  In the strength of community, 
they can. The community made up of Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, and others all joined one another 
at the tomb to grieve for Lazarus that day. They came to support Mary and Martha. Jesus arrives as 
the community mourns together. Jesus cries in his grief. Their collective tears create the backdrop 
for this paper lace design. This diverse and neighborly community is who Jesus calls on to do the 
unbinding. Jesus makes sure that the community knows about this miracle so that they can share 
the news. Can these bones live? Lazarus lives, and Jesus’ miracle lives on in the telling. 


