
Celebration!                                             March 26, 2023 
        Lent 5 

 
 
Musical Offering:  “Lord, Is It I?”   Billy D. Martin / Joseph M. Martin 
 
 
 
Sound of Melodies 
We who were called to be Your people – struggling sinners and thieves 
(We’re) lifted up from the ashes, and out came the song of the redeemed 
The song of the redeemed 
 
Chorus Can you hear the sound of melodies, oh, the sound of melodies 
 Rising up to You, rising up to You, God 
 The sound of melodies, oh, the sound of melodies 
 Rising up to You, rising up to You, God 
 
Oh, we have caught a revelation – that nothing can separate us from 
The love we received through salvation; it fills Your daughters and Your sons 
Your daughters and Your sons 
 
Bridge The sound of Your love, the sound of Your love, is what You’re hearing 
 The sound of Your sons, the sound of Your sons, You’ve won Your children 
 The sound of Your love, the sound of Your love, is what You’re hearing 
 Your daughters in love, Your daughters in love, You’ve won Your children 
CCLI Song # 4669425  Jack Mooring, Leeland Mooring, Steve Wilson © 2006 Meaux Jeaux Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1162893 
 
 
Return to the Lord your God,  for God is gracious and merciful. 
 
 
Shout To The North 
1Men of faith rise up and sing   2Rise up women of the truth 
Of the great and glorious King   Stand and sing to broken hearts 
You are strong when you feel weak  Who can know the healing power 
In your brokenness complete chorus Of our awesome King of love chorus 
 

  chorus  Shout to the North and the South - Sing to the East and the West 
   Jesus is savior to all, Lord of heaven and earth 
 
3We've been through fire    4Rise up church with broken wings 
We've been through rain    Fill this place with songs again 
We've been refined     Of our God who reigns on high 
by the power of his name    By his grace again we'll fly chorus 
We've fallen deeper in love with you 
You've burned the truth on our lips chorus 
Written by Martin Smith ©1995 Curious? Music UK Reproduce with permission under CCLI License #1162893 

 

 
We Gather in Worship 
We have come to worship in spirit and truth. 
Lord, Raise us up, and breathe new life into our spirits! 
We have come to hear the story of Jesus and his compassionate love. Lord, raise us up. 
We have come to share in the activity of God in the World. 
Lord, raise us up, and breathe new life into our spirits! 
 



Wonderful Maker 
You spread out the skies over empty space – said "let there be light" 
Into a dark and formless world your light was born 
You spread out your arms over empty hearts – said "let there be light" 
Into a dark and hopeless world your Son was born 
 

You made the world and saw that it was good 
You sent your only son for you are good 
 
Chorus What a wonderful Maker – what a wonderful Savior 
  How majestic your whispers – and how humble your love 
  With a strength like no other – and the heart of a Father 
  How majestic your whispers – what a wonderful God 
 
No eye has fully seen, how beautiful the cross – and we have only heard 
The faintest whispers of how great you are 
CCLI Song #3798627  sixsteps Music | CCLI License #1162893 

 
 
Prayer 
Let us pray together:  God of all consolation and compassion, your Son comforted the grieving 
sisters, Martha and Mary; your breath alone brings life to dry bones and weary souls. Pour out 
your Spirit upon us, that we may face despair and death with the hope of resurrection and faith 
in the One who called Lazarus forth from the grave.  Amen.         
 
Announcements and Prayer  Concerns 
 

Scripture Reading:  John 11: 1-45 
 

Sermon:  Pastor Rachel Hacker 
 

 
You’ll Come 
I have decided, I have resolved, to wait upon You, Lord 
My rock and redeemer, shield and reward, I'll wait upon You, Lord 
As surely as the sun will rise, you'll come to us; Certain as the dawn appears 
 
Chorus: You'll come – Let Your glory fall as You respond to us 

Spirit rain – Flood into our thirsty hearts again 
You'll come, You'll come 

 
We are not shaken, we are not moved, we wait upon You, Lord 
Mighty deliverer, triumph and truth, we wait upon You, Lord 
As surely as the sun will rise, you'll come to us; Certain as Your word endures 
 
Bridge: Chains be broken – Lives be healed – Eyes be opened – Christ is revealed 
CCLI Song #5012583 Brooke Fraser © 2007 Hillsong Publishing, Integrity Music, Inc. and EMI Christian Music Publishing. All rights Reserved. CCLI License #1162893 

 

 
Affirmation of Faith  
Let us join together to affirm our faith:  We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has 
come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by 
the Spirit. We are called to be the Church, to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in 
creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, who was 
crucified for us. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
 

 
 Prayers of God’s People 
 
 



 
 

We Confess Our Need for Real Life 
God, you give us life but sometimes we choose not to live. We enjoy the wonder of your creation, 
but sometimes fail to acknowledge you as Creator. We confess we separate ourselves from you 
by our thoughts, words and actions. We desire life to be what you meant it to be. We are in need 
of a Savior. God, forgive our sin and give us real life in you. 
 
We Hear God's Gift of Life 
Our God is the God of life. Our Creator brought the world into being, created each of us, and desires only the 
best for us. God knows of our sin and has provided for our deliverance through Jesus--God with us. Jesus 
gave up his life so that we might live. Our God is the God of life now and throughout eternity. Praise God for 
the gift of new life. Amen 
 

 
We Share God’s Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord, shaking hands or embracing and saying “The Peace of the Lord be with you” 
 

 
Holy Communion 
We celebrate the promise of Jesus that we are born again to everlasting life. 
We come to receive Jesus in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary form) 
Let us pray in the words that Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
Sharing of communion for those attending online: 

Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Come to the Lord’s Table 
All who seek the presence of Jesus Christ at God’s table of grace are welcome to come and receive God’s forgiveness in 
Holy Communion.  
 

Please move towards the altar via the center aisle being sure to take a glass from the trays.  The Pastor will offer the 
wafer and you may eat it after receiving it.  Gluten-free wafers are available; please let the Pastor know if you need one.  
You will then proceed to the communion assistant who will pour the wine into your glass.  Grape juice is also available. 
Please let the server know if you prefer it.  Once you receive it and drink it, you may return to your seat via the side aisles, 
placing your used glass in the gold bucket found at the end of the first row. 
 

Children are Welcome, Too! 
Children who have not received instruction for first Holy Communion are welcome to come to the altar to receive a blessing. 
 
Following Communion: Blessing and Prayer 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen   
 
 

Let us pray.   Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your 
love.  Amen. 
 



Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace.   Amen 
 

 
To Be Alive 
Chorus: To be alive is to live the love that is alive in God's saving son  
 who brought us back from a life of death to be alive. 
 

There is nothing I can do to save me.  Only God carries us home. 
So we live mercy, hope, and freedom, loving another to be whole. chorus 
 

Join the singing, Join the celebration, Jesus lives, we are restored. 
Love alive, giving and forgiving, loving another to be whole. chorus 
"To be Alive" words and music by Larry Olson and David Lee Brown" copyright 1993 Dakota Road Music CCLI License # 1162893 

 

 
We Go Out To Serve 
Go in Peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God!          

Cover art:  UNBIND HIM  by Hannah Garrity   Inspired by John 11:1-45    Paper lace over oil paint on linen 
 
As I met with this text, I was drawn to Jesus’ call for Lazarus to be unbound. To represent the fabrics used in preparation 
for burial, I wrapped a canvas in linen. You’re not really supposed to do that. The canvas was already stretched and 
gessoed. It was ready to resist the oil paint medium I was applying. However, the texture of the binding cloth matters for 
this tactile text. I began to scrape the paint onto the woven strands. The linen fabric absorbed the paint as I scraped it on 
with a palette knife. In the final image, the linen shows through the paint and the paper lace design, representing the 
bindings.  Jesus’ call for unbinding also includes the community. The foreshortened hands of the community, tasked with 
unbinding his body, reach in toward Lazarus. They reach through the concentric binding lines so that he can go free. Can 
these bones live?  In the strength of community, they can. The community made up of Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, and 
others all joined one another at the tomb to grieve for Lazarus that day. They came to support Mary and Martha. Jesus 
arrives as the community mourns together. Jesus cries in his grief. Their collective tears create the backdrop for this 
paper lace design. This diverse and neighborly community is who Jesus calls on to do the unbinding. Jesus makes sure 
that the community knows about this miracle so that they can share the news. Can these bones live? Lazarus lives, and 
Jesus’ miracle lives on in the telling. 


