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Emmanuel’s 
Informer 

February 2024   Volume 56, Number 2 

Grace to you and peace, dear one, in this cold mid-
winter! 
  
I hope and pray this newsletter finds you warm and 
hope-filled. 
  
Believe it or not, in just a few days we begin the 

season of Lent. And yes, Ash Wednesday falls on February 14 this year. 
For those who are nerdy like me, this is in fact very early. The earliest pos-
sible date for Ash Wednesday is actually February 4th, but with the way the 
lunar calendar works, this will not happen again until the year 2285. The 
most statistically unlikely date for Easter Sunday is actually March 22, 
followed by April 24 and March 23. In this year 2024, Easter Sunday will 
fall on March 31, putting Ash Wednesday on Valentine’s Day. 
  
In this year’s Lenten journey, we will be following Saint Peter and his 
wandering heart. His faith had hills and valleys, good moments and disas-
trous ones, and Jesus’s love stayed with him through it all. Hopefully as 
we journey with Peter, we can also find ways to recognize ourselves in his 
story and take comfort that God does not abandon those who wander, 
doubt, or make big mistakes. 
  
Our worship details for Lent are included in this newsletter – I hope you 
can carve out time to join us for some (or all) of our worship and reflection 
as we wait in hope for Easter dawn. 
  
In Christ’s Peace ++ 
Pastor Rachel  
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8:45am  Traditional Wor-
ship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:00am  Celebration Wor-
ship in Fellowship Hall 

 

Holy Communion is  
celebrated at all services. 

 

Each service will also be live-
streamed and will be available on 
Emmanuel’s Facebook page - see 
emmanuels.org or the weekly 
eNews for the link.  
 

Dial-In  Call 610-477-0100 to listen 
to our services.. (Please call during 
worship times to access the most re-
cent service) 
 

Bulletins/announcements for all services 
can be found on our website:   
Emmanuels.org 

 
 
 

Sundays at 10:00am 
Old Fellowship Hall 

 

We are excited to offer Sunday 
School for children ages 3 to 
8th grade!  It is a time for our 
children to learn about God's 
love and many other lessons 
from his work, our Bible.  
 

We hope you will join us! 
 
 

Any questions? Please contact 
Heather Bennett-Knerr at 610-
392-9750.  

 

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday 
February 14, 2024 

 
The Lenten season begins on Ash 
Wednesday and lasts for 40 days (not in-

cluding Sundays). The forty days of Lent recall the 40 day fast of Jesus in 
the wilderness after his baptism. It is a time of  renewal and preparation for 
the joy of the resurrection feast of Easter. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Services: 
10:00am (Spoken Worship in the Sanctuary)  

6:30pm (Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary) 
7:30pm (Contemporary worship in Fellowship Hall) 

All are welcome to come to receive ashes as a sign of repentance.  
 

On all other Wednesdays in Lent there will be spoken worship at 10:00am in 
the sanctuary, and evening worship at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall.   
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Thanks to the generosity of Emmanuel’s members, during this past Christ-
mas season we provided the following Good Gifts to our global neighbors 
in need: 

5 Piglets (Oink OINK Oink!) 

2 Batches of Chicks (10 each - that’s a lot of Cheep, Cheep, Cheep!) 

1 Rooster (Cock-a-doodle-do!) 

9 Batches of Honey Bees (Buzzzzz!  Yay for pollination!) 

10 Goats (Bleat!) 

1 Pair of Goats (Bleat! Bleat! Bleat! Bleat!) 

1 School Supplies for a child (For a brighter future!) 

1 Bible  (Share the Good News!) 

1 Feed 50 at a Soup Kitchen  (Feed many in the community!) 

Our grand total was $1087!! 
 

As members of Emmanuel’s and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica (ELCA), we believe that God is calling us into the world – together.  

And with generous, loving hands, we can make a difference. 
 
 

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 

Property Committee Work Day 
Saturday, February 10, 7am-Noon 

 
We will be working on room refurbishing 
and straightening up storage areas.  Please 
come and help if you are able! 
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Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart  
We need your help! 

 

We are looking for volunteers to make and de-
liver meals to Emmanuel’s members in times 
of need. The more help we have, the less fre-
quently our volunteers will need to provide 
meals.  

 

Please contact Michele Geiger (610-442-7680 or mlgeiger520@gmail.com) if 
you would like to be a part of this ministry.  
 

 

Souper Bowl of  
Caring  

 

February 11, 2024  

 
 

 

Emmanuel’s will once again be participating in this annual event to 
raise money to alleviate hunger in our community. This year we are 
taking the TACKLE HUNGER CHALLENGE!  What if everyone 
watching the game this year gave just one dollar or one can of food to 
a local food charity? That means a lot of food and cash to help feed 
hungry families in need. All monies and food collected will benefit the 
Bath Area Food Bank.  
 

There will be soup pots (one for each team playing in the Super Bowl) 
as you leave worship on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb. 11).  Toss your 
monetary donation into the pot labeled for the team you think will 
win.   And  don’t forget to bring some canned goods .  Please be gen-
erous! …and wear something to support your favorite team!  
 

We’ll report the next week which “team” really won – by raising the 
greater amount of contributions for our local community.   
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Kurt Geiger and Karl Monroe 
have started a  Bible Study 
centered on the Gospel of 
John. They are using "The 
Parable of Joy" by Michael Card as the study reference. It's 
not necessary to purchase the book but it wouldn't hurt to 
have it. The study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00pm in 
the upstairs parlor. It is open to all and EVERYONE is 
WELCOME! 

Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Please join us each Wednesday in 
Lent as we gather for worship during 
this season of preparation for the joy 
of Easter.  There will be a spoken ser-
vice in the sanctuary at 10:00am.  
Evening worship will begin at 7:00pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Why Do We Cover the Painting 
During Lent? 

  

The painting above the pulpit is a rendering 
of the Ascension of Jesus, his moment of 
glory following the resurrection. During 
Lent we are called to focus on the cross and 
suffering of Jesus. To help us focus our 
attention on the cross, the picture is cov-
ered with a drape in the purple color of the 
season with a large cross placed in front of 
it. On Easter morning, part of the joy of the 
resurrection celebration will be the uncov-
ered picture of Jesus on the way to the Fa-
ther’s Glory. 
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Summer Camp 2024 Registration is now open! 
 
Bear Creek Camp is a ministry of the Southeastern and Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania Synods of the ELCA. Located on nearly 3,000 acres 
in the beauty of the Pocono Mountains, Bear Creek Camp offers 
year-round opportunities, including summer residential youth camp, 
nature day camp, environmental education programs, weekend camp 
retreats and outside group rentals. 
 

Bear Creek Camp’s core purpose is to help individuals explore, cele-
brate and grow in God’s creation. We cultivate a dynamic ministry of 
experiences and community 
through: 
 

• Having fun 

• Sharing faith 

• Developing leaders 

• Building character 

• Promoting Adventure 

• Embracing the inclusion of all 
 
 

Registration for Youth and Family 
Camps is now open! 
 

Some sessions and age groups 
have historically filled quickly, so 
we encourage you to register ear-
ly! 

 

 

Emmanuel’s provides a $200 sponsorship for 
each child attending Bear Creek Camp.  Use 
code EMLB24 to claim this benefit. And re-
member to use code BCA2024! to receive 
your $20 Bear Creek Ambassador registra-
tion discount.  Please contact the church of-
fice if you will be attending camp this sum-
mer. 

 
For more information or to register online go 

to: BEARCREEKCAMP.ORG 
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Kids Coloring Page 
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Bath Area Food Bank 
 

During the month of February Emmanuel’s will help the 
Bath Area Food Bank by collecting: 

 

                                     Any Pasta and Bars of Soap  
 

There is  an ongoing need for Ramen Noodles. They are  no longer accept-
ing Jell-o or pudding. 
 

Donations for the food bank can be dropped off in the bins in Fellow-
ship Hall or the upstairs Gathering Area.   
 

Grocery gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please 
bring all gift cards in an envelope marked “Food Bank” to the church of-
fice. 
 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which 
stretch farther than any amount of food that we can give.  

The Ladies Morning Bible Study is con-
tinuing to meet online via Zoom.  Gloria 
Wallery has organized the group and is 
the host for this platform.  They meet on 
Thursday mornings at 10:30am.    

Everyone is Welcome!    
Contact Gloria Wallery at gjwallery@gmail.com if you would like to join. 

Needlecrafters 
Group 

 
 

If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other TUESDAY at 1:00 pm 
at the home of Susan Walker for stitching and fellowship.  February  dates 
are  2/13 and 2/27.  Contact Susan Walker for more info. All are welcome! 

Yoga Classes…  Yoga classes are 
continuing in the Fellowship Hall on 
Monday evenings at 5:30pm.  
Cost is $5 per class (pay as you 
go).  Please bring a yoga mat 
or towel and wear comfortable 
clothes. All are welcome! 
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OH, THE  WEATHER OUTSIDE IS ...  
 

You get up on a Sunday morning, look out the window and 
see nothing but white, or your street is a sheet of ice … you 
wonder if Sunday School and/or the Worship Service has 
been cancelled because of this “inclement weather”. To 
make sure: 
 

1. Go to WFMZ Channel 69 & watch for  Emmanuel’s   
       Lutheran,  Bath on the crawl at the bottom of the screen  
 

2. Check updated message on church answering machine    
at 610-837-1741 

 

3.   Check Emmanuel’s website at www.emmanuels.org   

UPDATE:  Your Redner’s Rewards Card MUST 
be used to participate in this program. 

Please remember to turn in your Redner’s re-
ceipts. All receipts are totaled and submitted to 
Redner’s. A check will come to the church. If you 
have any questions, please contact:   Amy Hower 
at  610-704-8111. 

Our next evening of fun will be 
Saturday, February 10 at 6:00pm.  

Bring yourself, a favorite game, and a 
snack to share and come join us. 

All are welcome! 

When donating blood  
at Miller Keystone 
Blood Bank, please ask them to  
credit Emmanuel’s Bath. The code 
is 0656. This way we will receive 
credit for your donation. 
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Are You in the Hospital? 
 

When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a 
family member to call the church office at 610-837-1741 and let us 

know - so the pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged.   You 
can also tell them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you are a 
member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.   

Email Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
email address changes or if you move to the use of a cell 
phone number as your main contact. 

 

Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
bob21645@aol.com 
610-262-9576 * 
© 610-216-2358 
 
DeGroot, Terry 
psudegroot1@gmail.com 
610-297-5438 
 

Fallenstein, Justin 
Mountainroadlandscaping 
          @gmail.com 
610-428-4102 
 
Geiger, Alyssa 
alyssakgeiger@gmail.com 
610-442-7921 
 
Himmelwright, Bonnie 
delilahhoundsmom@yahoo.com 
610-837-9209 
 
Hower, Jim 
jimamyhome@rcn.com 
484-264-0536 
 

Kasper, Mercedes 
mkasper1104@gmail.com 
484-274-0435 
 

 
 

Lebron, Rachel 
rmlebron1106@gmail.com 
610-390-5072 
 
Merker, Jason 
jmerker1626@gmail.com 
484-809-2804 
 
Milander, Kathy 
kmilander1955@gmail.com 
484-357-4759 
 
Monroe,  Karl 
Karl.Monroe@rcn.com 
© 484-894-2136 * 
 
Roberts, Andrea 
roberts006@ptd.net 
Aroberts@csc.org 
484-908-5609 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
bobsiegfried51@gmail.com 
© 610-597-0241* 
 
Wolf, Al 
al@bergersanitation.com 
484-221-1543 
 

                2024 Council Members 
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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, 14 December 2023, 7:00 p.m.  

Attendees 

Bob Bennett, Financial Secretary Bonnie Himmelwright* Karl Monroe, V. President 

Terry DeGroot Paul Honett Andrea Roberts 

Justin Fallenstein, President Mercedes Kasper Bob Siegfried, Treasurer 

Jane Fried Rachel Lebron* Al Wolf 

Alyssa Geiger, Secretary Kathy Milander Pr. Rachel Ziese Hacker * 

Wendy Whiteash, HR Committee*     

*Not in attendance 

Topic Responsible Party 

Meeting Opened Justin Fallenstein 

Devotions & Opening Prayer Terry DeGroot 

Review of November 2023 Minutes 
Motion to accept minutes by Karl Monroe, seconded by Terry 
DeGroot, motion passes. 

Justin Fallenstein 

Financial Secretary Report 
Regular/plate offering for Nov ‘23 was $19,590.72. Total overall 
giving for Nov was $26,349.72. 

Bob Bennett 

Treasurer’s Report 
General fund income continues to be down compared to last year, 
now by about 1%. For the month, expenses were more than income 
by $5,329 and year to date by $12,256. Hoping for a Merry Christ-
mas. 
Building fund contributions also continue to be down, now by about 
8%. 
Our current mortgage balance is $138,258. At the current rate of giv-
ing, we will pay off our mortgage in 4 more years. 
Improvement fund balance is $8,195. 
Discussion regarding who decides where special offerings from 
events get distributed. Suggestion from Bob to have council approve 
the donations. Discussion will be continued at next meeting. 

Bob Siegfried 
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Worship and Music 
Piano in balcony was tuned, piano in choir room is in poor shape and not 

worth tuning per tuner. 
2022 band Christmas appreciation gifts (in-ear monitors) still on back-

order. Band members will be given monetary gifts for 2023. 
Poinsettias being delivered 15Dec. Will be decorated for cantata. 
Inclement weather plans discussed. If possible a decision should be made 

by Saturday so Bobby and Pastor Rachel can put together one 
online blended service. If a last minute decision needs to be made, it 
will be up to them to determine if they are able to put a short service 
together or cancel totally. 

Christmas decorations to be taken down 09Jan or 10Jan. 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Property 
Items completed: 

Replaced dead tree in grove 
Gutters on rental property were unclogged. More work to be 

done in spring. 
Outdoor sign repaired 
Paper towel holders downstairs replaced 

Items to be completed: 
Spot lights for the sanctuary. Property committee suggests 

Shafnisky Electric since it uses high quality wiring and 
lighting will look better in the sanctuary. Motion to ap-
prove Shafnisky quote made by Al Wolf, seconded by 
Andrea Roberts, motion passes. 

Karl Monroe 

New Business 
Changing council meeting day 

Tabled for next month 
Use of facilities for Boy Scout Troop 33 

Meet Tuesday evenings 7-8:30 
Trailer for a corner of the parking lot 
Need to store troop gear 
Request for troop leader to come to next meeting 

Online voting at congregational meeting 
Potluck dinner for next meeting 

Meet at 7pm for dinner, meeting at 8pm 

 Justin Fallen-
stein 
  
Kathy Milan-
der 
  
Justin Fallen-
stein 
 
Karl Monroe 
  

Close Meeting 
Motion made by Karl Monroe, seconded by Mercedes Kasper, motion 
passes. 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Closing Prayer All 

Council Minutes, continued 
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Financial Secretary Report for December 2023 

 

  Deadline for the March Informer articles is: 
  Wednesday, February 14, 2024.  
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Options for Giving  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  Our members continue to support our 
church and other ministries, both monetarily and with other donations.  
There are many options for giving: 

 

1.  Bring your offering to church with you on Sunday mornings 
 

2.  Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco (formerly Simply Giving) -   
     see Bob Bennett for information and/or forms. 
 

3.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions. 
 
 

4.  Use Text+Give  (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)   
 
 

5. Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement App.  Download the App and follow 
the prompts. 

 

6.  Donate directly from our website  (www.emmanuels.org). Click on  
     the DONATE page and follow the prompts.   
 

If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please 
contact the church office. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Vanco (Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and 
familiar faces at our worship services. 
Many of you already support the congregation with your time, talents 
and financial contributions … but greater participation is always wel-
come. We encourage you to look into our electronic giving program 
(Vanco). It’s convenient for you and provides much-needed donation 
consistency for the church. Please contact Bob Bennett or call the 
church office (610-837-1741) for details. 

Treasurer’s Report as of  
December 2023 

  
    Total General Fund Income   $ 284,874 

 

                             Total General Fund Expenses  $ 297,111 

                                 Expenses Over Income  $ 12,238 
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Average Weekly In-Person Attendance:  101 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:         54 

(Averages do not include Christmas Eve) 

Worship Attendance for December 2023 

Sunday 
School 

Week 
of 

Traditional 
8:45 am 

Celebration 
10:00 am Total 

10 Dec. 3 
In-Person          52 
  
Online            28 

In-Person      57 
  
Online         22 

In-Person      109 
  
Online           50 

18 Dec. 10 
In-Person          50 
  
Online            20 

In-Person       48 
  
Online          27 

In-Person        98 
  
Online           47 

21 Dec. 17 
In-Person          63 
  
Online            29 

In-Person       61 
  
Online          32 

In-Person      124 
  
Online           61 

 Dec. 24 
In-Person        73 
  
Online           31 

9:30am Lessons & Carols in Sanctuary 
In-Person          73 
  
Online            31 

 

  

 

Christ-
mas Eve 
Dec. 24 

 

 

5:00pm 7:00pm 9:00pm   

(FH - Family 
Service) 

112 

(Sanctuary - 
Trad. Service) 

134 

(Sanctuary -  
Contemp Service) 

80 

 

In-Person      326 

(online) 
28 

 

(online) 
42 

 

(online) 
25 

 

Online             55 

   Dec. 31 
 

9:30am Celebration Worship in FH 
In-Person          87 
  
Online            44 

In-Person       87 
  
Online          44 

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance:  98 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:      47 

(Averages do not include Christmas Eve Candlelight Services) 
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February Flowers    
($35.00 per vase) 

February 4 
     Traditional -  In honor of Andrea 
Davidson’s 19th Birthday by Jeff, 
Doreen, & Colin Davidson. 
     Celebration -  Open 
  

February 11  
     Traditional -   Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
 

February 18 
     Traditional -  Open. 
     Celebration - Open 
 

February 25 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 

 February Bulletins   
($6.00) 

February 4 
     Traditional -  In honor of Andrea 
Davidson’s 19th Birthday by Jeff, 
Doreen, & Colin Davidson. 
     Celebration -  Open 
  

February 11 
     Traditional -  Open  
     Celebration -  Open 
 

February 18 
     Traditional -  Open  
     Celebration -  Open 
 

February 25 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 

Ava Malia Calon, daughter of Amanda Cary-
Calon and Leo Calon was baptized on Sunday, 
January 14 at the 10:00am Celebration service.  

Ava was born on November 25, 2022.  Her sponsors were Karis Marion and 
Raymond Marion. 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers / Bulletins 
 

Emmanuel’s utilizes Sign Up Genius for sponsoring flowers and 
bulletins.  There are two separate sign-ups - one for the 8:45am 
Traditional Service and one for the 10:00am Celebration Service.  
The online addresses are long and cumbersome so the best way to 
access Sign Up Genius is by using the links that are listed in the 

weekly eNews or on our website (www.emmanuels.org).  If you don’t have com-
puter access or are uncomfortable using Sign Up Genius, please do not hesitate to 
call Janelle in the church office (610-837-1741) with your requests.  She will be 
more than happy to take your information and enter it into the online system. 

Ryan S. Wandler, 29, passed to his eternal rest on 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024.  He was the son of Diane 
Groller.  Interment will be private and at the conven-
ience of the family.  
 
The Rev. Carl E. Siegfried, 85, passed to his eternal 

rest on Wednesday, December 13, 2023.  He was the last U.C.C. Pastor to 
serve here at Emmanuels from 1964 to 1968. 
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February Worship Volunteers 

     February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25 

A
lta

r C
a
re

 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller 

& Sue Getz 
 

10:00 
Gloria Wallery 

 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller 

& Sue Getz 
 

10:00 
Melissa Dempsey 

 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiler 

& Sue Getz 
 
 

10:00 
Mercedes Kasper 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller 

& Sue Getz 
 

10:00 
Kim Kratzer 

R
e
a

d
e

r 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 

10:00 
Kristen Butz 

8:45 
David Ambrose 

 

10:00 
Wendy Whiteash 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 

10:00 
Amy Hower 

8:45 
Lois Voorhees 

 
 

10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

U
s
h

e
rs

 

8:45 
Sue & David Getz 

8:45 
Linda Steiner &  
Jessie Hnatow 

8:45 
Dan & LeRea  

Henninger 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary 

O’Brien 

G
re

e
te

r 

 
 

10:00 
Jan Bourdelle 

10:00 
Nancy Karc 

10:00 
Jane Loupus 

10:00 
Cheryl Haas 

C
o

m
m

. A
s

s
t 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller 

 

10:00 
Kristen Butz 
Sue Gerken 

Gloria Wallery 

8:45 
Dean Chenski 

 

10:00 
Wendy Whiteash 
Scott Dempsey 

Melissa Dempsey 
 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 

10:00 
Jennifer Wandler 

Jane Loupos 
Mercedes Kasper 

8:45 
Win Miller 

 

10:00 
Kathy Siegfried 

Carey/Dan Ebersole 
Kim Kratzer 

M
e

d
ia

 

8:45 
Win Miller 

8:45 
Brian Baylor 

8:45 
Karl Monroe 

8:45 
Lynne Ambrose  

Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, please find a 
substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the changes by Wednesday. As always, thank 
you for all your help in serving our Lord.        
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Easter Flower Sponsors 
Once again, flowers will be available to purchase as memorial  or as tribute gifts 
to beautify the windowsills and altar areas for Easter.  Prices vary depending on 
the variety selected.   This year you can select daffodils, tulips, lilies, azaleas, 
and Martha Washington geraniums. 
 

The deadline to order is Sunday,  Feb 25, 2024 
  

Please complete the form and place it, along with payment, in an envelope 
(checks made out to Emmanuel’s). You can place your order in the offering bas-
ket/bucket, drop it in the office or mail it to the church. 
  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and to the church. You may take any 
plants that you sponsored after worship on Easter Sunday or you can pick them 
up at the church during the week after Easter (office will be closed on Monday). 
  

Easter Flowers Sponsorship Form 
  

I/We wish to purchase an Easter flower(s) for the church.  
  
  _____  $6.50 Assorted Tulips      _____ $6.50 Daffodils       _____  $9.50 Lilies   
 
  _____ $9.50 Martha Washington Geraniums          _____$13.00 Azaleas (hardy)        
  
Please  (X) the following: 
  
(   ) In Memory of 
  
_________________________________________________________________ 

(name of person in memory of) 
 (   ) In Honor of 
  
_________________________________________________________________ 

(name of person in honor of) 
 

 (   ) To the Glory of God 
   

 

Ordered by:______________________________________________________  
(your name and telephone number) 

  
Quantity ordered __________                   Amount enclosed  $ ___________ 
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