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Emmanuel’s 
Informer 

March 2024   Volume 56, Number 3 

The ancients used to describe Lent as “springtime in the 
church” – a wonderfully pastoral image of using the 40 
days of Lent to till, compost, and remove the dead stuff to 
make room for new life. In some years, I find this to be a 
beautiful image. Yet this year, for whatever reason, I am 

also reminded that springtime is messy. We’ve had some big snow storms of 
late, and the earth around my home and the church is a muddy red caked in 
grey snow. Important and life-giving, absolutely – but also not exactly some-
thing I’d put on a postcard. 
 
Cultivating hope and new life can be a messy business sometimes. And yet it is 
also exactly the kind of messy business to which Christ calls us, and where 
Christ promises to meet us. Christ meets us not in our postcard or Instagram 
moments, but when we’re covered in life’s mud and longing to put the winter 
in the rearview mirrors. 
 
Many of you have requested to see again an image I used a couple months ago 
– a picture from an ancient manuscript depicting Mary, Mother of our Lord in 
a full on punching brawl with the forces that defy God – in this case, a medie-
val representation of Satan. Something about this visual image gives me life 
and hope – and I commend it to you, if it gives you hope as well.  
 
May the heart of your Lenten journey be filled 
with hope that spiritual (and meteorological) 
springtime is just around the corner. And I 
invite you to look at the calendar in this news-
letter for a full outline of how we will cele-
brate Lent, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Easter Day together as the people of God 
in this place. 
 
Peace be with you ++ 
Pastor Rachel 

A medieval image of Mary, Mother of 
our Lord punching Satan in the nose 
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8:45am  Traditional Wor-
ship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:00am  Celebration Wor-
ship in Fellowship Hall 

 

Holy Communion is  
celebrated at all services. 

 

Each service will also be live-
streamed and will be available on 
Emmanuel’s Facebook page - see 
emmanuels.org or the weekly 
eNews for the link.  
 

Dial-In  Call 610-477-0100 to listen 
to our services. (Please call during 
worship times to access the most re-
cent service.) 
 

Bulletins/announcements for all services 
can be found on our website:   
Emmanuels.org 

 
 
 

Sundays at 10:00am 
Old Fellowship Hall 

 

We are excited to offer Sunday 
School for children ages 3 to 
8th grade!  It is a time for our 
children to learn about God's 
love and many other lessons 
from his work, our Bible.  
 

We hope you will join us! 
 
 

Any questions? Please contact 
Heather Bennett-Knerr. 

Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Please join us each Wednesday in 
Lent as we gather for worship during 
this season of preparation for the joy 
of Easter.  There will be a spoken 
service in the sanctuary at 10:00am.  
Evening worship will begin at 

7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall and will 
include music.  Both services will offer 
Holy Communion. 
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March 24  Palm Sunday 
                       8:45am Traditional Worship 
                       10:00am Celebration Worship 
                       10:00am Sunday School 
 

March 28  Maundy Thursday 
                       7:00pm Worship in Sanctuary  
                       with stripping of the altar 
 

March 29  Good Friday 
                       7:00pm Tenebrae Service in  
                       the Fellowship Hall 
 

March 31  Easter Sunday 
                       6:30am Easter Dawn Worship 
                       8:45am Traditional Worship  
                       in the Sanctuary 
                       9:45 Easter Egg Hunt (No SS) 
                       10:00am Celebration Worship  
                       in the Fellowship Hall 
 

            Easter Breakfast (7:15am to 9:30am) 
             

Will you not pray with me for one hour? 
                                                                                            (Mark 14:37) 
 
 

Our annual Prayer Vigil will start at 
8:00pm on Good Friday (March 29) and 
will continue until 6:00am on Easter 
morning (March 31).  The vigil will be in 
person during the hours of 6:00am to 
10:00pm.  This year, we ask that you pray 
from home during the overnight hours of 
10:00pm to 6:00am.  Please sign up for a 
one-hour time slot.  Look for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area 
or the Fellowship Hall. 



4 

 

 

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart  
We need your help! 

 

We are looking for volunteers to make and de-
liver meals to Emmanuel’s members in times 
of need. The more help we have, the less fre-
quently our volunteers will need to provide 
meals.  

 

Please contact Michele Geiger if you would like to be a part of this ministry.  
 

Please contact the church office or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.   

Bath Area Food Bank 
 

During the month of March Emmanuel’s will help the 
Bath Area Food Bank by collecting: 

 

                          Any Variety of Canned Beans: 
                  Pork & Beans, Kidney Beans, Baked Beans  

 

There is  an ongoing need for Ramen Noodles and they have a special re-
quest for Canned Fruit and boxed Mac & Cheese.  They are  no longer 
accepting Jell-o or pudding. 
 

Donations for the food bank can be dropped off in the bins in Fellow-
ship Hall or the upstairs Gathering Area.   
 

Grocery gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) are needed for emergencies. Please 
bring all gift cards in an envelope marked “Food Bank” to the church of-
fice. 
 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations which 
stretch farther than any amount of food that we can give.  

Souper Bowl of Caring Results  
 

 

A HUGE “Thank You” to all who donat-
ed this year.  We were able to collect 
$730.50 along with many cans of soup to 
benefit the Bath Area Food Bank. 
 

 

Together we can help TACKLE HUNGER in our community! 
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Our next evening of 
fun will be 

Saturday, March 
9 at 6:00pm.  

Bring yourself, a 
favorite game, and 

a snack to share 
and come join us. 
All are welcome! 

Hershey Park Discount Tickets 
 
This is not a group trip, just an opportunity to 
get tickets at a discount price. There is ONE 
PRICE again this year - $43.95 per tick-
et regardless of age (regular daily price is 
$87.80). Tickets are valid for any one day ad-
mission during the 2024 public operating sea-
son – April  through January 1, 2025.  Sign up 
sheets are out. 

 

Deadline to order is Sunday, March 31.  
 

Payment is due at time of sign up (checks made payable to Emmanuel’s)  
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Easter Breakfast is Back 
by  

Popular Demand! 
Come and join us for a scrumptious breakfast of 
eggs, pancakes, waffles, sausage, bacon and toast 
served with orange juice, apple juice, coffee and 
tea. We will start serving at 7:15am and run 
continuously until 9:30am to allow for everyone (no matter which ser-
vice you attend) to join us. Everyone is invited to attend, even if you 
make a last-minute decision to come and enjoy the feast. But if you 
know ahead of time, please sign up. Sheets will be available at both ser-
vices. By signing up you’ll help us gauge how many people we should 
prepare for. Any questions? Please contact the church office.  

 

Outdoor Clean-Up Day 
 
Spring is coming and it’s time to spruce 
up the cemetery and church grounds for 
Easter. 
 

Cemetery/Outdoor clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, March 9 (rain 
date March 16). We will begin at 9:00am. Please supply your own yard 
tools and gloves.  Donuts and coffee will be provided.  Those providing 
power equipment and/or pickup trucks will be eligible for extra donuts!   
 

We ask that all Christmas arrangements be removed from the cemeteries 
by Friday, March 8 or arrangements and containers will be thrown in the 
dumpster.  
 

Please do not put Easter arrangements on the cemetery before Palm 
Sunday. 

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins March 10, 2024 

 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
ahead one hour before going to bed 
on Saturday, March 9 and change the 
batteries in your smoke detectors. 
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Coloring Page 
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The Ladies Morning Bible Study is con-
tinuing to meet online via Zoom.  Gloria 
Wallery has organized the group and is 
the host for this platform.  They meet on 
Thursday mornings at 10:30am.    

Everyone is Welcome!    
Contact Gloria Wallery if you would like to join. 

Needlecrafters 
Group 

 
 

If you enjoy needlecrafts please join us every other TUESDAY at 1:00 pm 
at the home of Susan Walker for stitching and fellowship.  March  dates are  
3/12 and 3/26.  Contact Susan Walker for more info. All are welcome! 

Kurt Geiger and Karl Monroe 
have started a  Bible Study 
centered on the Gospel of 
John. They are using "The 
Parable of Joy" by Michael Card as the study reference. It's 
not necessary to purchase the book but it wouldn't hurt to 
have it. The study meets on Monday evenings at 7:00pm in 
the upstairs parlor. It is open to all and EVERYONE is 
WELCOME! 

Yoga Classes…  Yoga classes are 
continuing in the Fellowship Hall on 
Monday evenings at 5:30pm.  
Cost is $5 per class (pay as 
you go).  Please bring a yoga 
mat or towel and wear com-
fortable clothes. All are wel-
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OH, THE  WEATHER OUTSIDE IS ...  
 

You get up on a Sunday morning, look out the window and 
see nothing but white, or your street is a sheet of ice … you 
wonder if Sunday School and/or the Worship Service has 
been cancelled because of this “inclement weather”. To 
make sure: 
 

1. Go to WFMZ Channel 69 & watch for  Emmanuel’s   
       Lutheran,  Bath on the crawl at the bottom of the screen  
 

2. Check updated message on church answering machine    
at 610-837-1741 

 

3.   Check Emmanuel’s website at www.emmanuels.org   

UPDATE:  Your Redner’s Rewards Card 
MUST be used to participate in this program. 

Please remember to turn in your Redner’s re-
ceipts. All receipts are totaled and submitted to 
Redner’s. A check will come to the church. If 
you have any questions, please contact Amy 
Hower. 

When donating blood  
at Miller Keystone 
Blood Bank, please ask them to  
credit Emmanuel’s Bath. The code 
is 0656. This way we will receive 
credit for your donation. 

Sunday, March 10, 2024 
Join the Girl Scouts who meet 
here at Emmanuel’s to celebrate 
Girl Scout Sunday.  The girls 
will help with worship and tell 
us what they do…and hopefully 
bring a few cookies to sell after 
the services.  Don’t miss it! 
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Are You in the Hospital? 
 

When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a 
family member to call the church office at 610-837-1741 and let us 

know - so the pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged.   You 
can also tell them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you are a 
member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.   

Email Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
email address changes or if you move to the use of a cell 
phone number as your main contact. 

 

Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
 
DeGroot, Terry 
 

Fallenstein, Justin 
 
Geiger, Alyssa 
 
Himmelwright, Bonnie 
 
Hower, Jim 
 
 

Kasper, Mercedes 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Pl  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lebron, Rachel 
 
Merker, Jason 
 
Milander, Kathy 
 
Monroe,  Karl 
 
Roberts, Andrea 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
 
Wolf, Al 
 

 

                2024 Council Members 

***Please call the church office at 610-837-1741 for Council Mem-
ber Contact Information*** 
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Attendees 

Bob Bennett, Financial Secre-
tary 

Jim Hower Karl Monroe, V. President 

Terry DeGroot Mercedes Kasper Andrea Roberts 

Justin Fallenstein, President Rachel Lebron Bob Siegfried, Treasurer* 

Alyssa Geiger, Secretary Jason Merker Al Wolf 

Bonnie Himmelwright Kathy Milander Pr. Rachel Ziese Hacker 

Wendy Whiteash, HR Com-
mittee* 

    

*Not in attendance 

Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, 14 December 2023, 7:00 p.m.  

Topic Responsible 
Party 

Meeting Opened 
Welcome new council members Jim Hower and Jason  

Merker! 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Devotions & Opening Prayer Andrea Roberts 

Election of Officers 
President: Justin Fallenstein nominated by Alyssa Gei-
ger, seconded by Mercedes Kasper, motion passed 
Vice President: Karl Monroe nominated by Kathy Milan-
der, seconded by Terry DeGroot, motion passed 
Secretary: Alyssa Geiger nominated by Mercedes 
Kasper, seconded by Rachel Lebron, motion passed 
Appointing of the Bobs, nominated by Terry DeGroot, 
seconded by Bonnie Himmelwright, motion passed 
Treasurer: Bob Siegfried 
Financial Secretary: Bob Bennett 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Opening Prayers Assignment 
  
 

Justin Fallen-
stein Jan 2025 Andrea Feb 2024 Alyssa Mar 2024 Bonnie Apr 2024 Rachel 

May 2024 Justin Jun 2024 Jim Jul 2024 Kathy Aug 2024 Al 

Sep 2024 Jason Oct 2024 Karl Nov 2024  
Mercedes 

Dec 2024 Terry 
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Review of December 2023 Minutes 
Motion to accept minutes by Terry DeGroot, second-
ed by Bonnie Himmelwright, motion passes. 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Financial Secretary Report 
Regular/plate offering for Dec ‘23 was $25,281.15. 
Total overall giving for Dec was $37,124.98. 

Bob Bennett 

Treasurer’s Report 
Total General Fund Offering this year was down 1.9% 
or $5,043 compared to last year. Total expenses for the 
year exceeded our total income by $12,238 and were 
funded from prior year surpluses. 
Building Fund contributions for the year were down 
10.6% compared to last year, or by $4,798. Our mort-
gage balance at the end of the year is $134,672.At the 
current rate of giving, we will pay off our mortgage in 4 
more years. 
Improvement Fund balance is $8,415. 

Bob Siegfried 

Pastor’s Report 
Synod youth pre-gathering on Saturday April 27 - 
most likely will need volunteers, people to clean up 
and set up for Sunday services, someone to run tech. 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Worship and Music 
Reviewed Christmas Eve. Long discussion regarding 

Christmas Eve times. Reviewed attendances of 
past services going back to 2015. Reviewed con-
cerns of all service time possibilities. Shared 
Christmas Eve service times of 14 area Lutheran 
churches. Will table further discussion until Au-
gust meeting. 

Thank you to ALL volunteers who made our Advent 
and Christmas season so special! 

Ash Wednesday services will be on 14Feb2024 at 10 
am (spoken), 630 pm (traditional), 730 pm 
(contemporary). 

Regular Lenten services will be held every Wednes-
day 10 am (spoken in sanctuary) and 7 pm (FH). 
No meal. 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Property 
A few water leaks need to be addressed. 

Karl Monroe 

Council Minutes, continued 
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Vanco (Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and 
familiar faces at our worship services. 
Many of you already support the congregation with your time, talents 
and financial contributions … but greater participation is always wel-
come. We encourage you to look into our electronic giving program 
(Vanco). It’s convenient for you and provides much-needed donation 
consistency for the church. Please contact Bob Bennett or call the 
church office (610-837-1741) for details. 

 

  Deadline for the April Informer articles is: 
  Wednesday, March 13, 2024.  

New Business 
Proposal for use of facilities for Boy Scout Troop 

33, the following details/needs outlined by 
Troop Leaders: 

Based out of Bath, charter org Bath Lions 
Club 

Previously met at St John’s in Bath, recently 
at Klecknersville Rangers church but 
the church is in bad shape 

Rangers have offered their firehouse but 
they lack storage for their trailer and the 
meeting night doesn’t work 

Meet on Tuesday nights 
18 scouts, ages 12-17 
Oversight meeting with adults once a month 

on Tuesday nights (in another room) 
Storage needs: trailer, flags, cabinet (approx 

4x6’) 
Court of Honors 3-4x per year, usually on 

weekends but can be held during the 
week, flexible with church schedule and 
usually hold a potluck 

Interest in camping on site 
Looking for an answer in next 1-2 months 

  
Boy Scout 
Troop 33 Lead-
ers 
Dave Groller 
and PJ Connel-
ly 

Close Meeting 
Motion made by Al Wolf, seconded by Mercedes 
Kasper, motion passes. 

Justin Fallen-
stein 

Closing Prayer All 

Council Minutes, continued 
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Options for Giving  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  Our members continue to support our 
church and other ministries, both monetarily and with other donations.  
There are many options for giving: 

 

1.  Bring your offering to church with you on Sunday mornings 
 

2.  Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco (formerly Simply Giving) -   
     see Bob Bennett for information and/or forms. 
 

3.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions. 
 
 

4.  Use Text+Give  (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)   
 
 

5. Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement App.  Download the App and follow 
the prompts. 

 

6.  Donate directly from our website  (www.emmanuels.org). Click on  
     the DONATE page and follow the prompts.   
 

If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please 
contact the church office. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Treasurer’s Report as of  
January 2024 

  
    Total General Fund Income   $ 18,651 

 

                             Total General Fund Expenses  $ 24,626 

                                 Expenses Over Income  $ 5,975 
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Financial Secretary Report for January 2024 

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance:  115 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:         64 

Sunday 
School 

Week 
of 

Traditional 
8:45 am 

Celebration 
10:00 am 

Total 

 
Jan 7 

Services Cancelled Due to Snow  

15 Jan 14 
In-Person          54 
  
Online            31 

In-Person       75 
  
Online          30 

In-Person      129 
  
Online           61 

17 Jan 21 
In-Person          39 
  
Online            28 

In-Person       56 
  
Online          35 

In-Person        95 
  
Online           63 

24 Jan 28 
In-Person          58 
Online            31 

In-Person       62 
  
Online          38 

In-Person      120 
  
Online           69 

Worship Attendance for January 2024 
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March Flowers    
($35.00 per vase) 

March 3 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
  

March 10  
     Traditional -   Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
 

March 17 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
 

March 24 
     Traditional -   Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
 
March 31  Easter 
     Traditional-   Easter Plants 
     Celebration-  Easter Plants 

 March Bulletins   
($6.00) 

March 3 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
  

March 10 
     Traditional -  Open  
     Celebration -  Open 
 

March 17 
     Traditional -  Open  
     Celebration -  Open 
 

March 24 
     Traditional -  Open 
     Celebration -  Open 
 
March 31  Easter 
     Traditional-   Open 
     Celebration-  Open 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers / Bulletins 
 

Emmanuel’s utilizes Sign Up Genius for sponsoring flowers and 
bulletins.  There are two separate sign-ups - one for the 8:45am 
Traditional Service and one for the 10:00am Celebration Service.  
The online addresses are long and cumbersome so the best way 
to access Sign Up Genius is by using the links that are listed in 

the weekly eNews or on our website (www.emmanuels.org).  If you don’t have 
computer access or are uncomfortable using Sign Up Genius, please do not 
hesitate to call Janelle in the church office (610-837-1741) with your requests.  
She will be more than happy to take your information and enter it into the online 
system. 

Larry Flamisch, Sr., 80, passed to his eternal rest on 
Saturday, January 27, 2024.  A funeral service was held 
at George G. Bensing Funeral Home on Wednesday, 
January 31.  Pastor Rachel Ziese Hacker officiated at the 
service.  His final resting place is Greenwood Cemetery 
in Nazareth. 

 
Gwendolyn Grouleff, 64, passed to her eternal rest on Monday, February 12, 
2024.  A celebration of her life will be announced at a later date.  
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March Worship Volunteers 

     March 3 March 10 March 17 March 24 
Palm Sunday 

March 31 
Easter 

A
lta

r C
a
re

 

8:45 
Cindy O’Brien & 

Linda Steiner 
 

10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

8:45 
Cindy O’Brien & 

Linda Steiner 
 

10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

 

8:45 
Cindy O’Brien & 

Linda Steiner 
 
 

10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

8:45 
Cindy O’Brien & 

Linda Steiner 
 

10:00 
Bonnie 

Himmelwright 

8:45 
Cindy O’Brien & 

Linda Steiner 
 

10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

R
e
a

d
e

r 

8:45 
Win Miller 

 

10:00 
Dianna 

Schoenen 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 

10:00 
Kristin Butz 

8:45 
Lois Vorhees 

 

10:00 
Clarissa Louw 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
 

10:00 
Wendy 

Whiteash 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 
 

10:00 
Amy Hower 

U
s
h

e
rs

 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary 

O’Brien 

8:45 
Sue & David 

Getz 

8:45 
Dean Chenski & 

Linda Steiner 

8:45 
Dan & LeRea  

Henninger 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary 

O’Brien 

G
re

e
te

r 

 
 

10:00 
Gloria Wallery 

10:00 
Rachel Butz 

10:00 
Jan Bourdelle 

10:00 
Jane Loupos 

10:00 
Susan Gerken 

C
o

m
m

. A
s

s
t 

8:45 
Jessie Hnatow 

 
 

10:00 
Gloria Wallery, 

Dianna 
Schoenen, &  
Jodi Bealer 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
 

10:00 
Scott, Melissa, & 
Caden Dempsey 

 

8:45 
Bob Bennett 

 
 

10:00 
Susan Gerken, 
Kim Kratzer, & 

Mercedes 
Kasper 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
 

10:00 
Jane Loupos, 

Wendy 
Whiteash, & 

Jennifer 
Wandler 

8:45 
Barbara Bennett 

 
 

10:00 
Cheryl Hass, 
Dan/Carey 
Ebersole, & 

Rachel Lebron 

M
e

d
ia

 

8:45 
Sue Monroe 

8:45 
Karl Monroe 

8:45 
Lynne Ambrose 

8:45 
Jessie Hnatow 

8:45 
Win Miller 

Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, please find a 
substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the changes by Wednesday. As always, thank 
you for all your help in serving our Lord.        
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Summer Camp 2024 Registration is now open! 
 
Bear Creek Camp is a ministry of the Southeastern and Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania Synods of the ELCA. Located on nearly 3,000 acres 
in the beauty of the Pocono Mountains, Bear Creek Camp offers 
year-round opportunities, including summer residential youth camp, 
nature day camp, environmental education programs, weekend camp 
retreats and outside group rentals. 
 

Bear Creek Camp’s core purpose is to help individuals explore, cele-
brate and grow in God’s creation. 
We cultivate a dynamic ministry 
of experiences and community 
through: 
 

• Having fun 

• Sharing faith 

• Developing leaders 

• Building character 

• Promoting Adventure 

• Embracing the inclusion of all 
 
 

Registration for Youth and Fami-
ly Camps is now open! 
 

Summer Camp Early Bird Registration Ends March 31st! 
 

 
Emmanuel’s provides a $200 sponsorship for 
each child attending Bear Creek Camp.  Use 
code EMLB24 to claim this benefit. And re-
member to use code BCA2024! to receive your 
$20 Bear Creek Ambassador registration dis-
count.  Please contact the church office if you 
will be attending camp this summer. 

 
For more information or to register online go 

to: BEARCREEKCAMP.ORG 
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